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Progress in Industrial Building 


HE large and urgent demand for physical recon- 

struction and reconditioning of buildings of every 

kind is one of the results of the war which makes 
itself felt in almost every sphere of the national life. 
Housing, «sducation, Health, Public Services, Trans- 
port, Entertainment and Amusement, as well as 
Industry, are all pressing their claims on the available 
resources. For six years the efforts of the depleted 
building and civil engineering industries were con- 
centrated on jobs needed for the prosecution of the 
war, to the neglect of all other types of work. During 
thesame period enemy attack destroyed and damaged 
property in many of our urban centres. Thus there 
are vast arrears to which must be added the needs 
arising from new services, higher standards, and new 
necessities. 

The resources of building and civil engineering labour 
and materials are being augmented to reach a level 
which will be substantially higher than pre-war, but 
the limits of national manpower set a ceiling to the 
éxpansion and time is required for recruitment and 
training of labour and the re-equipment and extension 
of plants producing materials. For a considerable 
Period ahead the requirements of the nation will 
exceed its physical resources. For this reason alone 
Allocation it will continue to be necessary to plan 
dt Resources the use of our building force, to pare 
down and defer demands, and to 
tasure that the jobs which are most important and 
host urgent have their claims attended to first and 
that desirable but less immediately essential jobs are 
left until conditions are easier. Within this broad 
Wlicy of allocating resources, industrial building 
teeives its appropriate share and it is the problem 
of the Departments, who have responsibility for 
looking after the welfare of industry, to sort out the 





tspective merits of the immense number of industrial 
‘plications which are submitted to them for sponsor- 
thip to the Ministry of Works who are responsible for 
the issue of building licences. 

Every applicant can claim some merit for his 
oject, but many have inevitably to be deferred. The 


tests which are applied may be defined in general 

terms as a series of questions. 

(1) What contribution will the building project make 
towards increased production of goods for 
essential home requirements and for export, to 
the development of new products and processes, 
or to the more efficient use of existing equipment 
and labour ? 

(2) Is the location of the project satisfactory ? 

(3) Is there a special claim to consideration arising out 
of the condition of a firm’s existing premises ? 

Existing industrial buildings are requiring a great 
deal of building work. There is a vast amount of 
deferred repair and maintenance, the rehabilitation of 
factories closed under concentration, the reconversion 
of works which have been engaged on 
war production dissimilar from their 
normal activities, the conversion of ~ 
factories erected during the war for specialized war 
production which are now being turned over to 
civilian production, the permanent repair of war 
damaged factories which were patched up. All these 
jobs are urgent if we are to make the best use of our 
existing industrial facilities. 

Then there is the provision of new buildings to 
replace those destroyed by enemy action. While each 
firm making such an application has a claim for special] 
consideration, the incidence of these claims is con- 
centrated locally and the rigorous selection has to be 
made on the basis primarily of the importance of the 
production, but taking account of local needs of 
employment and services. In some places the 
restoration of shopping facilities assumes great urgency, 
in others, notably the holiday resorts, the restoration 
of hotel accommodation, but generally these needs are 
secondary to those of productive industry. 

But in addition to the claims for repair and re- 
habilitation and for blitzed replace- 
ment, there are pressing demands for 
new buildings, including extensions to 
existing factories. The need for new factories is most 
pronounced in the Development Areas and in other 
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parts of the country whose pre-war employment record was 
poor, and in which serious unemployment and under- 
employment would recur if their industrial bases are not 
extended and diversified. In contrast there are other areas 
where the opportunities for employment exceed the numbers 
of workers available. To create a further demand for labour 
by permitting the erection of new factories and substantial 
extensions would make a difficult position worse. To use 
building labour to erect a factory which could only be 
manned up by depriving an existing factory of its labour 
force may be a waste of national resources. Consequently 
any proposals for new factories and extensions in the 
congested parts of the country are looked at very critically : 
the importance of the intended production, and the effect 
of the potential labour demand on existing enterprises must 
be considered ; the possibilities of placing the new factory 
in a needy area must be thoroughly examined, not only in 
the interests of those areas, but in the interest of the pro- 
duction and of the firm itself; the claims of other building 
schemes, not less important from the point of view of the 
product, must be taken into account. 

When all these considerations have been weighed and a 
scheme is approved in principle, it still remains to fit the 
scheme into the local building labour position. The avail- 
ability of building labour in Caithness is of no help in erecting 
@ factory in Coventry. The technical building details 
of the scheme have to be looked into and its requirements of 
materials related to the available supplies and deliveries. 


Licences Granted 


Although many individual industrialists are disappointed 
and discouraged by refusals or deferments, substantial 
progress is being made and the rate is improving. Since 
VJ day 2831 licences have been granted for new factories 
and for extensions to existing factories. The total floor 
space involved is in the neighbourhood of 30 million square 
feet of which 14 million isin the Development Areas. The 
value of building work on industrial premises licensed during 
1945, divided according to regions was :— 
































Region No. of Value | Region No. of Value 
Licences’ Licences 
£ £ 
Northern 270 7,677,000 | South Western 183 612,000 
N orth Eastern 444 1,521,000 | Wales awe 208 2,664,000 
North Midland 261 1,314,000 | Midland ws 741 3 673,000 
Kastern 333 873,000 | North Western 679 3,201,000 
London 272 1,311,000 | Scotiand .... 475 2,614,000 
Southern 183 448,000 | South Eastern 178 347,000 
1,763 | £13,144,000 | 2,464 — |£13,111,000 
Total Number of Licences 4,227 
Total Value = £26,255,000 





In the Northern and North Western, Welsh and Scottish 
Regions, the work consisted in a greater part of new factories 
for expanding industries. Inthe North Eastern and North 
Midland Regions there were a large number of smaller works, 
reconversions, modernizations, and minor extensions. In 
the Eastern, Southern, South Western and Midland Regions 
blitz repair and replacement predominated. In the London 
and South Eastern Region the emergency repair of damaged 
houses continued to make very heavy demands on the 
available labour, and until the beginning of 1946 all but the 
most vitally urgent industrial work had to be deferred. The 
position is now easier, but the disproportion between needs 
and resources continues to restrict severely the size of the 
industrial building prograrame which can be permitted in 
the Region. A further consideration is the implementing 
of the Government’s decision to endorse the main principles 
underlying the Greater London Plan. 

When the most urgent industrial building needs have been 
met there is the very substantial and important task of 
helping industry to improve the general standard of factory 
accommodation, in the interest of industrial efficiency and 
the wellbeing of the workers. Unsuitable premises must be 
in time replaced by factories which in their individual 
features and their siting conform to the highest standards. 
Both management and labour in industry are increasingly 
aware of the importance of factory design and layout, the 
provision of adequate services and amenities. 





Iron and Steel Scrap Supplies 

The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Iron and 
Steel (No. 49) (Scrap) Order, 1946, which comes into force 
on May 20, withdrawing from price control certain forms of 
steel scrap containing tungsten. 

Copies of the Order may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2, or through any book- 
seller, price 1d. (S.R. & O. 1946 No. 659). 
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Film Quota Returns 
for 1945 


HE Board of Trade announce that the examination of 

the returns for the year ended September 30, 1945, 

furnished by exhibitors under the Cinematograph Films 
Act, 1938, shows that during that period the aggregat, 
length (including repeated performances) of registered films 
exhibited in cinematograph theatres in Great Britain wa; 
46,095 million feet, as compared with 45,765 million feet jy 
the previous year. The total length of British films exhibited 
was 9,094 million feet, or 19-73 per cent. of the whole, as 
compared with 20-69 per cent. for the year ended September 
30, 1944. 

The aggregate length of long films (i.e. films of 3,000 feet 
and over) included in the above figure was 42,531 million 
feet, of which 7,874 million feet, or 18-51 per cent. wer 
British, as compared with 19-67 per cent. for the year endej 
September 30, 1944. This percentage of 18-51, however, 
includes British long films which, having been registered 
before October 1, 1940, were no longer eligible for quota. If 
such films are excluded from the calculation, the British long 
film percentage is reduced to 16-99 as compared with 17:53 
per cent. for the year ended September 30, 1944. 

The total number of defaults disclosed in the returns is 
1,149 as compared with 1,120 in the previous year. 

This figure of 1,149 includes 55 defaults in the short-film 
quota and 116 long-film defaults in returns covering a part 
only of the Quota Year. 

The more important figures are those relating to long-film 
defaults in returns which cover the whole of the Quota Year, 

These total 1,014. The table below classifies thes 
defaults in percentage groups, and for purposes of com: 
parison, corresponding figures for 1943/1944 are also shown, 





1943/1944 1944/1945 
(Quota 15%) (Quota 15%) 
Under 10 per cent. * se aie 198 
10, but under 124 per cent. 292 261 
124, but under 15 per cent. 533 555 
977 1,014 





Sixty-seven British long films were registered during the 
year ended March 31, 1945, as compared with 70 during 
the previous year. 





Lighting and Colour in Industry 


How the ‘‘ Old Mill’? complex, associated with Britain's 
textile industries, can be removed is one of the problems 
answered in the ‘‘ Lighting and Colour in Industry” 
exhibition to be opened to-day by Mr. J. W. Belcher, 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Board of Trade, at 
the Abbey Park, Leicester, Mills of Wolsey Ltd. 

The exhibition is designed with particular emphasis on 
hosiery manufacture, and was suggested by Miss Caroline 
Haslett, Chairman of the Hosiery Working Party. The 
British Colour Council co-operated in the presentation with 
the Electric Lamp Manufacturers Association and Leicester 
City Electricity Service. 

Exhibits stress the psychological importance of the proper 
use of light and colour in industries employing large numbers 
of women, and show how eye and nervous strain can be 
eliminated, resistance to fatigue and ill-health built up, and 
production, as a result, increased. 





Rebate on Utility Wool Cloth 


Owing to the recent increase in wages in the heavy 
clothing industry, it has been necessary to arrange for 
an increase in the rebate on Utility wool cloth. The 
existing rates of rebate will be increased from 3d., 6d. and 
74d. a yard to 74d., 1s. 3d. and Is. 6d. a yard respectively: 
In addition, payments will be made on certain cloths no! 
now rebated, ic. 74d. a yard on 210E and F; 1s. 6d.4 
yard on 208A, and Is. 8d. a yard on 209C, 209D, 209E, 
209F, 212A, 219A and 227B. The new rates of rebate 
will be paid on cloth delivered by the cloth manufacturels 
on and after June 1. 

Cloth carrying the new rate of rebate will be marked SS. 

The necessary amendments to the Woven Wool Cloth 
Directions and the Maximum Prices Order will be made 4& 
soon as possible. 
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Questions Asked and Answered in 
Parliament 


Below is a selection of questions of interest to trade and industry answered in the House of Commons 


THURSDAY MAY 16 


Aircraft Exports 

The Secretary for Overseas Trade, Mr. H. A. Marquand, 
stated that from August 1945 to March 1946, inclusive, 
28 aircraft, valued at £130,000, were recorded as exported 
to the Dominions and 67, valued at £360,000 to foreign 
countries. The types included the following :—Sandring- 
ham, Proctor, Magister, Dominie, Avro XIX and Auster. 

In addition, about 100 surplus military aircraft were 
sold by Government Departments to the Dominions and 
1,300 to foreign countries during the same period but less 
than half of these left the country before the end of 
March. The main types represented in the latter figures 
were Tiger Moths, Mosquitoes, Ansons, Wellingtons and 
Spitfires. 


MONDAY MAY 20 


Trade with Spain 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade, 
Mr. J. W. Belcher, said that imports from Spain during 
the first three months of 1946 were valued at £4,240,000, 
and total exports at £1,702,000, including £45,000 in 
respect of re-exports. 


Exports to British East Africa 

Mr. Marquand stated that the importance of British 
East Africa as a market for United Kingdom exports was 
fully in mind and the demand there for consumer goods 
had recently been the subject of a report to the Export 
Promotion Department by H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Nairobi. Attention was to be drawn to these opportunities 
in an eacly issue of the Board of Trade Journal. H.M. 
Trade Commissioner was in close contact with importing 
firms in Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika. 


Raw Silk in China and Japan 

It was understood that 17 million Ibs. of raw silk might 
be available for export from Japan during the next twelve 
months, of which 6 per cent. would be available to this 
country, the proportion being based on the percentage of 
Japanese exports taken by the United Kingdom before 
the war. 

The quantity of raw silk available for export from 
China, was very uncertain, but it was thought that possibly 
21 million Ibs. would be available from this season’s crop. 
Exports of raw silk from China were not subject to any 
allocation system. 


Commercial Food Samples 

Commercial samples of packed and processed foods 
might be exported by sample post without an export 
licence, it was stated, but a licence was required for the 
export of such samples in any other way. Consideration 
was given to applications to export samples of foodstuffs 
as freight, but licences could not be issued for their export 
by parcel post as, in view of the difficult foodstuff position, 
there was a general ban on the export of foodstuffs in this 
way. 


Export of Gold Leaf 

The President was asked why his Department had 
brought pressure on manufacturers to export gold leaf, 
instead of allowing it to be used by publishers in this 
country with the object of increasing the export of books. 
Mr. Belcher replied that no pressure had been exerted on 
manufacturers to export gold leaf at the expense of supplies 
for bookbinding, but it was the Government’s policy to 
maintain, wherever possible, a flow of exports of all kinds. 
He was anxious that exports of books should not be 
prejudiced by a shortage of gold leaf. The Board of Trade 
was at present in touch with the manufacturers about 
supplies to the book trade; in addition, enquiries were 
being made into the possibility of increasing total supplies. 


Gas Mantles 
It was stated that the latest available figures of monthly 
production of gas mantles were 9,943 gross for March. 


Trade with U.S.S.R. 

Asked what progress had been made towards the eon- 
clusion of a trade agreement with U.S.S.R., Mr. Marquand 
stated that discussions were continuing and he was, there- 
fore, not in a position to make a statement. 

Questioned about purchases of timber from the Soviet, 
Mr. Belcher stated that the Government were keeping in 
close touch with Russian representatives, but so far it had 
not been possible to make any purchases of timber for 
delivery during the 1946 shipping season. 


Dowlas Linen 
A questioner was informed that all weaving of linen 
dowlas to war-time specifications had now ceased. 


Second-hand Tyres 

Questioned about the sale of second-hand tyres which 
were bought from the Government at 5s. each, for prices 
between £2 5s. and £3 5s., Mr. Belcher stated that only a 
very small proportion of the tyres on scrap rubber dumps 
were suitable for further use and most of these are suitable 
only for retreading. The price paid for all car tyres removed 
was 5s. each, which was the price which retreaders were 
prepared to pay for casings suitable for retreading. Dealers 
might obtain higher prices for the few tyres capable of 
further use without retreading, and this compensated them 
for the time and labour involved in searching the dumps. 
It would not be practicable to fix maximum prices for 
second-hand tyres. 


Motor Cars for U.N.R.R.A. 

Questioned about the supply of motor cars to U.N.R.R.A., 
Mr. Marquand stated that only 225 British motor cars 
had been ordered by U.N.R.R.A. from new production, of 
which about half had been delivered, the balance being 
spread over several months. The effect on supplies for 
the home market was therefore negligible. 

The possibility of meeting U.N.R.R.A.’s requirements 
from redundant Service vehicles was constantly in mind, 
but the number of serviceable cars was very small and the 
requirements of other Government Departments had to be 
considered in conjunction with U.N.R.R.A. 


Weights and Measures Act 

The President was asked if he was aware that coke and 
manufactured fuels were not directly covered by the 
Weights and Measures Acts; that there was much lack of 
uniformity in local by-laws relating to weights and 
measures ; and whether he would arrange for the immediate 
appointment of a committee of inquiry to go into the 
whole question of revising weights and measures legislation, 
especially in relation to fuel and the problem of retailers 
who received short weight from their suppliers without any 
protection under existing Weights and Measures Acts. 

Mr. Belcher replied that he was aware that the Weights 
and Measures Acts did not cover coke and manufactured 
fuels, although some Local Authorities had taken powers to 
deal with this question. In addition, the Minister of Fuel 
and Power, made arrangements during the past winter 
whereby short weight offences in coke and manufactured 
fuels could be dealt with under the Retail Coal Prices 
Order, 1941. 


Experimental Spinning Processes 

Mr. Belcher stated that experimental spinning processes 
were being carried out both at the Wye Mill and the 
Musgrave Mill, Bolton, under the auspices of the Cotton 
Board. He expected to receive a report from the Cotton 
Board on their progress in due course. At the moment he 
could not make a statement. 


Corset Production 

Approximately six million yards of surplus Government 
cloths, it was stated, had been diverted to the manufacture 
of corsets. There was some shortage of skilled labour in the 
industry, but firms were being encouraged to deconcentrate 
where the result would be to increase the rate of production. 


Regulations for Timber Purchase 

Mr. Belcher said that timber, other than fuel wood, 
could not be acquired without licence, except that up to 
£1 worth might be purchased during any one calendar 
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month by a purchaser who declared, in writing, that he 
required it for necessary repairs or other essential work. 
If essential requirements were to be met, it was not possible 
to relax the procedure during the present shortage. 


Persimmon Blocks 


Orders had already been placed, it was stated, for a 
considerable quantity of persimmon blocks from the 
United States, which was the only producing country. 
Supplies were limited, but we would do what we could to 
expedite them. 


Statutory Rules and Orders 


Mr. Belcher said that the number of officers within the 
Board authorized by Statute to sign Statutory Rules and 
Orders on behalf of the Board of Trade was 89. These 
officers held the rank of a Secretary, an Under Secretary 
or an Assistant Secretary. In addition, the President 
had granted special authorities to 14 Regional and other 
Controllers. 


Reconstruction in Steel Industry 


Twenty-seven schemes of reconstruction in the steel 
industry, costing nearly £16,000,000, had already been 
approved and licences issued, it was stated. A further 20 of 
the more urgent schemes, costing some £48,000,000, had also 
been approved and the firms concerned had been asked to 
supply the details necessary for the issue of licences. This 
covered all the urgent schemes which were ready to proceed, 
including the reconstruction scheme at the Dalzell Works of 
Messrs. Colvilles. A list of the major schemes on which 
work has commenced during the last six months was 
circulated in the Official Report. Following is the list :— 
New blast, furnace at Clyde Iron 

Works. 

Ore preparation plant. 

Preliminary work on site of new 
strip mill at Margam (exten- 
sion of Cornelly Quarry to 
supply limestone to new 

Margam works. 


Colvilles. Limited 


Dorman Long & Co., Ltd. 
Guest, Keen & Baldwins 
Ltd. 


John Lysaght, Ltd. Modernization of sheet mills at 
Newport. 
Richard Thomas & Bald- Electrolytic tinning plant at 


Ebbw Vale. 
New Melting shop. 
Alterations to melting shop at 
Clydesdale. 
New tube plant at Mossend. 
Reconstruction of tube plant at 
Coatbridge. 
New melting shop at Corby. 
Increase in coke ovens at Corby. 
Extension to research depart- 
ment at Corby. 
Modernization of tube plant at 


wins, Ltd. 
John Summers & Sons 
Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd. 


Newport. 
United Steel Companies, Modernization of boiler plant at 
Ltd. Workington. 
New melting shop at Appleby, 
Frodingham. 
Replacement of cogging and 
section mills at Appleby, 


Frodingham. 
Improvements to 
plant. 


Whitehead & Co., Ltd. re-rolling 


Free Trade in Metals 


The Minister of Supply, Mr. John Wilmot, was asked if he 
was now in a position to announce the decision of His 
Majesty’s Government in relation to the resumption of free 
trade in metals. He replied that the future long-term 
arrangements for marketing these metals were under con- 
sideration. Meanwhile, in view of the present world supply 
position and other factors, it would be necessary to continue 
for some time the existing arrangements for Government 
purchase of the main non-ferrous metals. 


Lead Prices 

Mr. Wilmot was asked what was the equivalent c.i.f. price 
in Great Britain of the 24,000 tons of lead bought in the 
latter part of February and March, based on 7 cents per 
pound, and, approximately, £39 per ton, f.o.b., per pound 
and ton, respectively ; at what price it was being sold to 
manufacturers ; and what was the total profit or loss to the 
Government on this transaction. He replied that the cost 
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of this lead c.i.f. U.K. port varied between £41 7s. Od. and 
£42 6s. 8d. per ton. The price of lead delivered to con- 
sumers’ works was £39 per ton up to April 8 and £45 per ton 
thereafter. 

These purchases formed part of a continuing flow of 
supplies and it was not practicable to isolate this particular 
parcel and say how much of the 24,000 tons has been sold, 
either at £39 or £45, or what profit or loss would result, 
His aim, however, was to fix selling prices over a period to 
cover all costs. 


TUESDAY MAY 21 


New Industries in Scotland 


Mr. Belcher stated that 103 new building projects in 4 
wide variety of industries had been approved for Scotland 
since January 1, 1946. It was estimated that these projects 
would ultimately employ approximately 15,500 persons. 

Details were given in the Official Report as follows :— 





Estimated 

Industry No. of Additional 

Projects Employment 
Cement see his ~— 1 100 
Glass aks = ise 7 49 
Chemicals, Oil, Paints . a ll 3,093 
Metal manufacture _— Se 1 56 
Engineering : hes 8 1,403 
Construction of vebides ssh 3 q8 
Other metal industries we 4 53 
Textiles ‘s Sis a5 18 2,852 
Leather ... = ao ixd 1 10 
Clothing .. . oe 8 2,211 
Food and drink bins sei 12 989 
Woodworking ... — " 8 660 
Paper, printing, ete. ... 5 4 835 
Other manufacturing industries 18 4,028 
Miscellaneous trades and services 10 65 
103 15,482 





Sales by Auction 


The President was asked what were the present regulations 
governing sales by auction ; and whether any relaxations 
in the restrictions were contemplated in the near future. 

Mr. Belcher replied that sales by auction were regulated 


by S.R. & O. 1944 No. 767, as amended by S.R. & O. 1945 
No. 220 and 8.R. & O. 1946 No. 344. The object of these 


Orders was to prevent traders from evading price control by 
selling their goods by auction, and licences, which were 
granted at the discretion of the Chairmen of the Local Price 
Regulation Committees, were not refused to bona fide 
auctioneers. He was satisfied that the provisions of these 
Orders were still necessary, and the answer to the second part 
of the Question was accordingly in the negative. 


Cotton Working Party Report 


Mr. Belcher stated that the Report of the Cotton Working 
Party would be published on May 31. A statement of the 
course the Government intend to take on it would be made 
as soon as possible thereafter. 


Atomic Research Station 


Atomic research at Didcot Research Station on a small 
scale was expected to start in the course of a few weeks it 
was stated, and it was hoped that the conversion of build- 
ings, the provision of equipment and the recruitment and 
housing of staff will be sufficiently advanced to enable 
research work to be carried on on a material scale towards 
the end of this year. 


R.0O.F.’s Peace-time Work 


It was stated that the Royal Ordnance Factories are at 
present manufacturing such items as pressed steel fitments, 
cupboards and taps. Preparations are well advanced for 
them to produce ceramics and electric and gas cookers. 
The production of pre-cast concrete for permanent houses 
and structural components for the aluminium house is also 
under consideration. It would not be appropriate to publish 
production details. 


Brass and Copper 


Asked what was the output of rolled brass and coppet 
sheet and strip in the royal ordnance factories, Royal Mint, 
and Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, for the months of January, 
February and March 1946, Mr. Wilmot replied that none of 
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the establishments mentioned rolled sheet. The following 
figures for the first quarter of 1946 gave the output of strip 
and fillets: Bronze 509 tons, nickel brass 39 tons, tombac 
19 tons, brass 337 tons, copper 3 tons. 


Advertisement of Goods 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Hugh Dalton, was 
asked whether he was aware that a number of firms were 
advertising in the newspapers goods which they could not 
at present deliver; that this was done in order to avoid 
taxation and that, in view of the paper shortage, new 
and smaller firms who were just beginning their businesses, 
were unable to obtain space to advertise goods they could 
gll; and whether he proposed to take action in this 
matter. He replied that reasonable expenditure on 
advertising was admissable as a deduction for taxation 
purposes and it was not, in his view, unreasonable for a 
trader to advertise goods in advance of their being ready 
for the market. 
Small Companies and Surtax 

Mr. Dalton was asked if, to the end that industry should 
plough back its profits and not distribute them in dividends, 
he would issue regulations to ensure that companies which 
were controlled by not more than five persons and whose 
profits were put aside for the purchase of machinery which 
might not be obtainable for a number of years ahead, 
were not highly charged for surtax purposes. He replied 
that the law already provided that, in considering whether 
such @ company was to pay Surtax, account should be 
taken of its requirements for the maintenance and develop- 
ment of the business. 


WEDNESDAY MAY 22 


Foodstuffs from Spain 

Mr. Marquand stated that imports of food from Spain 
in the first three months of 1946 were valued at £2-4 million, 
of which all but two per cent. consisted of oranges. In 
addition, imports of white wine amounted to £200,000. 


Trade with China 

United Kingdom exports to China from August 1945 
to March 1946, inclusive, amounted to about £1,040,000, 
it was stated. ‘The corresponding figure for imports was 
£180,000. 








IMPORT & EXPORT 
LISTS 


For use on and afterJanuary 1st, 1946 


These lists, issued under the authority of H.M. 
Treasury and Customs and Excise, indicate the 
classified description under which goods are to 
be entered when imported, exported, or re- 
exported. Importers or Exporters are required 
by law to declare upon appropriate forms full 
particulars of goods imported or exported in 
accordance with such classification. 


Notes are provided to facilitate the correct entry 
of goods. Merchants may be called upon to 
verify entered particulars and they are liable to 
penalties if the particulars are inaccurate. 








Prices 


Import List (Form 31 Sale) 
Is. 6d. (Post free 1s. 8d.) 
Export List (Form 33 Sale) 
Is. 6d. (Post free 1s. 8d.) 
Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 [Post Orders— 

P.O, Box No. 569, London, S.E.1] ; 13a Castle Street, Edin- 

burgh 2 ; 39-41 King Street, Manchester 2 ; 1St. Andrew’s 

Crescent, Cardiff; 80 Chichester Street, Belfast; or through 
any bookseller 
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**U.K.- Dominion Wool 
Disposals Limited ’’ 


HE formal Agreement has now been signed between 

the Governments of the United Kingdom, Australia, 

New Zealand and Union of South Africa, for bringing 
into operation the Report and Recommendations made 
by the Wool Conference of officials and experts which met 
in London last year to consider the disposal of stocks of 
Dominion wool concurrently with the marketing of new 
clips. The Joint Organization which it was agreed to 
establish will be a private limited company registered under 
the name of ‘‘ U.K.—Dominion Wool Disposals, Limited.” 
The Company is now proceeding to registration. 

Sir Harry Shackleton has accepted the invitation of 
the four Governments to act as Chairman of Directors of 
the new Company. 

The following 
organization :— 

Nominated by the United Kingdom Government :—Sir 
Richard V. N. Hopkins; Mr. W. H. Dean; Mr. I’. Dickin- 
son; Mr. A. Sharp. (Four votes.) 

Nominated by the Australian Government :—Mr. J. F. 
Murphy; Mr. A. H. Lewis; Mr. Norman R. Mighell. 
(Two votes.) 

Nominated by the New Zealand Government :—Mr. G. A. 
Duncan; Mr. H. E. Davis. (One vote.) 

Nominated by the Union Government :—Col. C. J. van 
Heerden; Dr. F. J. C. Cronje. (One vote.) 

Offices for the proposed Company have been taken at 
8 Moorgate, London, E.C.2. 


will be the Directors of the new 


Biographical Notes 


Below are brief biographical notes about the Chairman 
and Directors :— 

Sir Harry Shackleton. Wool Controller since 1939. 
Formerly Chairman, Wool Textile Delegation, President 
of Woollen and Worsted Trades Federation, and President 
of the National Confederation of Employers’ Organizations. 

Dr. F. J. C. Cronje. Union Representative on Inter- 
national Wool Secretariat. 

Mr. H. E. Davis. Dominion of New Zealand Marketing 
Department, London. 

Mr. W. H. Dean. Director of Sanderson, Murray & 
Elder, Ltd., Colonial Wool Importers, London, and 
Managing Director, Bowling Mills Combing Co., Ltd., 
Bradford. Director of Wool Supplies, Wool Control. 

Mr. F. Dickinson. Secretary, Yorkshire Association of 
Power Loom Overlookers. 

Mr. G. A. Duncan. Chairman of the New Zealand Wool 
Disposal Commission. 

Col. C. J. van Heerden. 
ment of Agriculture. Chairman of South 
Disposals Organisation. ‘ 

Sir Richard V. N. Hopkins. Formerly Permanent 
Secretary to H.M. Treasury. Chairman of the Census of 
Distribution Committee. Chairman of Wool Industry 
Working Party. 

Mr. A. H. Lewis. 
Australia in London. 

Mr. N. R. Mighell. Deputy High Commissioner for 
Australia in the United Kingdom. 

Mr. J. F. Murphy. Chairman, Australian Wool Realisa- 
tion Commission. 

Mr. A. Sharp. Director, Laycock, Son & Co., Ltd., 
‘Topmakers and Woolcombers, Bradford. Assistant Direc- 
tor of Wool Supplies, Wool Control. 


Under-Secretary, Union Depart- 
African Wool 


Manager, Commonwealth Bank of 





Bulbs from Holland 


The Board of Trade announce, in Notice to Importers 
No. 183, that from July 1, 1946, until March 31, 1947, 
flower bulbs, corms and tubers can be imported from the 
Netherlands without an import licence. 

The total quantity to be allowed under this arrange- 
ment is 6,000 tons. 

The attention of importers is drawn to the fact that in no 
circumstances should payment be made by post to the 
Dutch supplier, as this procedure is contrary to the Defence 
(Finance) Regulations. In case of doubt, the importer is 
advised to consult his banker as to the method of payment 
to be used. 
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HOME NEWS SECTION 





Report and Recommendations of the 
Pottery Working Party 


HE Report and Recommendations of the Pottery 

Working Party were published yesterday (H.M. 

Stationery Office, 6d. net). The formation of the 
Working. Party was announced in the House of Commons 
on October 15, 1945. The following were the terms of 
reference : 

To examine and enquire into the various schemes and 
suggestions put forward for improvement of organiza- 
tion, production and _ distribution methods and 
processes in the pottery industry, and to report as to 
the steps which should be taken in the national interest 
to strengthen the industry and render it more stable and 
more capable of meeting competition in the home and 
foreign markets. 

The Working Party consisted of : Chairman, Mr. Metford 


Watkins; Secretary, Mr. A. E. Percival; Employers’ 
representatives, Messrs. E. H. Bailey, A. E. Hewitt, 


Ashley Myott and F. Shepard Johnson; Trade Union 
representatives, Messrs. T. Ford, H. Hewitt, A. Hollins and 
E. Jones, J.P.; Independent members, Dr. H. W. Webb, 
Messrs. H. Trethowan, G. Wansbrough and F. G. Yorath. 

The Report makes it clear that matters concerning the 
relations between employers and employees, which are 
dealt with by employers’ federations and trade unions, 
have been regarded as outside the scope of the enquiry. 
The Working Party also state that they have not dealt 
with the stoneware branch of the domestic pottery in- 
dustry, nor with the fireclay branch of the sanitary ware 
industry. 

In an introductory section, the Report states that the 
domestic pottery industry was moderately healthy and 
by no means inefficient compared with pottery industries 
in other countries before the war and that it was holding 
its own, broadly speaking, in its chief overseas markets 
in spite of competition from other countries. With the 
world slump in trade, and as overseas countries developed 
their own manufacture behind tariff walls, its export sales 
fell from one million ewt. in 1924 to only 520,000 cwt. 


in 1935. The Report proceeds: ‘* Largely because 
of this drop in exports, competition between British 
potteries was severe between the wars. Prices were 


fine and the average profit on turnover was low. Out 
of some 200 factories only 7 consistently made a profit 
in the region of ten per cent. on turnover. For the domestic 
pottery industry as a whole between 1923 and 1938, the 
average varied from nine per cent. in 1923 and one per cent. 
in 1931. Wages were reduced and there was short time. 
Working conditions in some factories were quite unsatis- 
factory ; the factory buildings were old, and in part, ram- 
shackle, dark and dirty. However, during these years 
important technical developments were reaching the 
commercial stage and were being adopted by the industry 
with increasing momentum until the interruption of the war. 
A highly satisfactory proportion of manufacturers now have 
major or minor rebuilding schemes in view. They are eager 
to employ new ideas about lay-out, continuous kilns of 
different types, drying stoves and automatic or semi- 
automatic ‘making’ machinery.” 


Re-building and Re-equipment 


‘« The industry is fully conscious,” the Report continues, 
‘‘ that the aim of every British pottery manufacturer must 
be to increase his output per man-hour while maintaining 
and improving his quality so that the industry can become 
able to support a satisfactory wage level and achieve a higher 
total production with a smaller labour force. It also 
realizes that if it is to hold and extend its exports, a large 
proportion of its production must be of outstanding quality. 
Only thus can the industry benefit from the skill of its 
workers. Any foreign country can start with unskilled 


labour its own production of mass-produced ware of poor 
quality.”’ 


Emphasis is placed on the importance of factory lay- 
out in increasing output-per-man-hour. The proportion 
of man-hours spent on actually processing ware is too small 
compared with the man-hours spent in moving the ware 
from one operation to another. There must be extensive 
and radical rebuilding. 


On the subject of automatic and semi-automatie 
machinery, the Report states that, ‘‘ faced with high 
wage costs and lack of skilled craftsmen, the United 
States pottery manufacturers have gone far to increase the 
output per man-hour by the use of machines. Doubt has 
long been felt and is still being felt by many British manu- 
facturers about the ability of machines to make ware of such 
good quality as the craftsman. Theoretically, machines 
can do so if properly adjusted, and once properly adjusted 
they should do so with more certainty. But the potter is 
acutely aware that clay is not metal, and that it has to be 
humoured by the craftsman.”’ 


The Report then examined the prospects for rebuilding 
and re-equipment and the risks of overproduction. 


The introduction concludes: ‘‘ The present state of the 
pottery industry is not wholly satisfactory, but it has 
retained sufficient strength and enterprise to set itself on 
its feet without intervention by the Government in the 
operation of free competition. The industry is adequately 
aware of the benefits of mechanization, and prepared to 
acquire them, but it realizes that it must not waste the skill 
of the British pottery worker. Our export trade will largely 
depend on that skill, and the industry as a whole will 
require also the specialized products of the small pottery. 


‘* The Government should assist in the settling and en- 
forcement of minimum wages and of working conditions. 


‘*The industry requires very extensive rebuilding, re- 
planning and modernization, but this can and probably will 
be undertaken by the present owners, certainly if the 
taxation assistance given in the 1945 Finance Act is further 
increased. The technical processes of the industry are in 
course of great development, while the lay-out of factories 
is and always will be the primary factor in efficiency. New 
factories ought not, therefore, to anticipate a life of more 
than about 25 years, and depreciation allowances for taxa- 
tion and local building by-laws should be adjusted to that 
assumption. > 

‘* Given these conditions, the statutory maintenance of 
minimum prices and the controlled elimination of re- 
dundant capacity should be unnecessary.”’ 


The Report then deals in detail with various aspects of the 
industry and in an appendix gives a summary of principal 
recommendations as follows : 


The industry’s plans for reconstruction are generally well 
conceived and the Government should facilitate them. 


Strict enforcement of Factory Act requirements on all 
firms alike is necessary for the efficiency of the industry as 
well as for the well-being of its workers. An early decision is 
necessary on the proposals submitted to the Ministry of 
Labour for amending the present regulations governing 
factory conditions. A date should be named by which they 
will be enforced. 


There should be statutory minimum wage rates through- 
out the industry. The present wages structure should be 
simplified and codified. 


The scrapping of obsolete potteries has been discouraged 
by taxation policy in the past and is encouraged to only 4 
minor degree by the Income Tax Act, 1945. There should 
be substantial increases in the allowances. The annual 
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allowances on the cost of new buildings under the Income 
Jax Act, 1945, should also be increased substantially. 


There is no need to ask for financial assistance for the 
industry at specially low rates of interest. The Industrial 
and Commercial Finance Corporation, and the Finance 
Corporation for Industry will probably be able to provide 
all the help that is necessary. Any owner who feels that he 
may be limiting his reorganization schemes for lack of 
adequate finance should approach one of these Corporations, 


The local building by-laws should be _ reconsidered 
urgently with a view to lowering the cost of new building 
(and the Board of Trade and the industry should be repre- 
sented in the enquiry). 


Manufacturers should study flow-production methods in 
factories in other industries to ensure that pottery lay-out 
is brought up to the same standards. 


All large potteries should employ good plant engineers» 
and potteries too small to employ one fully should co-operate 
with others to obtain sufficient supervision of their mechani- 
cal plant. 


Semi-automatic making machinery should be widely 
adopted, particularly in view of the probable shortage of 
skilled makers. Shift-working is not likely to be a practical 
issue unless the use of semi-automatic machinery makes the 
rate of output largely independent of the efficiency of highly 
skilled workers. 


Manufacturers should limit the number of their shapes and 
patterns. They should ascertain as closely as possible the 
true cost of special shapes or patterns and should charge a 
corresponding price for them, in order that the customer 
himself can realize the advantage of long runs of standard 
or catalogue lines. 


Manufacturers should give more attention to organizing 
their making programme so that there is a minimum amount 
of tool-changing. 


Scientific Research 


The industry with its Research Association should draw 
up as soon as practicable some standard specifications for 
tunnel kJns. ‘Traditional methods of buying, mixing and 
processing materials should be examined, with the help of 
the Research Association, in order to establish them on a 
more scientific basis. 

It is a matter of urgency for the domestic pottery industry 
to study means of producing vitreous or nearly vitreous 
semi-translucent bodies that can be made from British 
materials and processed by earthenware craftsmen and 
machinery. 

There should be provision for regular joint discussion of 
common problems by the Federation and distributors. A 
joint committee of the interests concerned should codify the 
nomenclature of domestic ware for the home market. 
Manufacturers should consider the suitability of the 
customary sets for the present day public. The Federation 
should push on investigations into the use of carton packing 
for standard sets. The Federation should try to organize 
& co-operative Export Merchanting service for domestic 
ware. They should also organize a reference library of 
photographs of all ware available for export and should keep 
it up-to-date. 

The Board of Trade and the Ministry of Works should 
consider with the sanitary earthenware industry how best 
to ensure that the housing programme does not injure the 
industry’s export trade. 


The Federation should push on energetically its present 
investigations for a practical method of ascertaining the 
true cost: of individual articles, including the actual cost of 
loss at each stage. Meanwhile they should arrange forth- 
with a voluntary scheme for the collection, and private 
publication in summarized form, in the tableware section, 
of cost analyses of individual articles on a uniform basis with 
the cost of loss estimated arbitrarily. The question of 
introducing a compulsory scheme of this nature should be 
considered later. In the other sections of the industry the 
Federation should arrange a similar scheme based on true 
costings, including the actual cost of loss at each stage. 


Welfare Arrangements 


The Federation and the Union should organize a regular 
system for reviewing welfare arrangements and drawing 
general attention to those that are successful. There should 
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be standing arrangements for a joint review of the Factory 
Regulations and of working conditions every year by the 
Federation and the Union. 


The Federation should consider the possibility of a co- 
operative publicity scheme to help the general public to look 
for and to recognize good quality of material, workmanship 
and design. Ifa good scheme of this kind is worked out and 
is supported by the majority of manufacturers the Govern- 
ment should consider favourably any request for a statutory 
levy on makers of the products concerned in order to 
finance it. 


All large potteries should have private research depart- 
ments. Even small factories should try to employ, if 
necessary in co-operation with others, at least one man with 
adequate scientific training. Without such staff the 
industry cannot expect to derive the benefit it should from 
co-operative research. 


The Council of the Research Association should urgently 
examine the organization and arrangements for co-operative 
research in view of the considerable dissatisfaction felt by the 
industry about the Association. We have expressed our 
views about the proper functions of a co-operative research 
association, and the different responsibilities of the Council 
and of the Director of Research, because there seems to be 
confusion about these matters among the manufacturers. 
In particular the Director of Research should improve the 
arrangements for disseminating the results of his research 
work among the manufacturers. 


There should be a Board of Trade member on the Council 
of the Research Association. There should be a statutory 
levy on all pottery firms to provide the funds for co-operative 
fundamental research. 


The Craft Training Scheme for Apprentices drafted by the 
Pottery Council should be settled in detail as soon as possible 
by the Ministry of Education. It should be on a national 
basis, if this is at all possible, in order to look after the needs 
of the many potteries outside North Staffordshire. It 
should provide a complete craft training for all apprentices 
and care should be taken that those trained in design are 
qualified to earn a living as decorators, or in another craft, 
if they fail to make their mark as designers or artists. 


If there are signs that the voluntary apprenticeship scheme 
will otherwise break down, the Ministry of Labour should 
seek power to enforce it generally through the industry. 


A scheme for training pottery artists and designers should 
be associated with the Craft Training Scheme, and should 
similarly be on a national basis. It should enable the artist 
and designer to become familiar with the processes of 
commercial production. 


The Federation should try to organize with the lithograph 
manufacturers a scheme for the training of lithograph 
designers. 


Manufacturers should give their artists and their designers 
fuller opportunities of broadening their artistic experience. 
Designer and artist should be helped to work as a team. 


The Ceramics department of the North Staffordshire 
Technical College should be organized as a National College 
of Ceramics to provide both managerial and advanced 
technical training for all branches of the pottery industry 
throughout the country. The College should be enabled to 
provide an appropriate course in engineering subjects. 
Some manufacturers should train University graduates as 
managers. 


Statistics of Sales 


The Board of Trade should collect and publish quarterly 
statistics of sales and unexecuted orders sub-divided between 
export and home trade. These and any other desirable 
statistics should be collected at an office in Stoke, and 
published semi-officially there, apart from such information 
as the Board of Trade may publish about industries 
generally. 

Because of the existence of voluntary price agreements in 
the industry all firms should be required to supply the 
Government with regular information about their profits 
and, as soon as a costing system can be worked out, their 
costs of production. 


A standing Pottery Advisory Board similar to the Working 
Party should be appointed by the President of the Board of 
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Trade, with an independent Chairman possessing wide 
experience of business or national affairs. 

The general responsibility of the independent Chairman 
should be to initiate and pursue investigations to further 
the efficiency of the industry, to communicate to the 
Government matters that the industry wishes to put before 
it, and to satisfy the Government concerning the state of the 
industry. He should follow up the subjects raised by the 
Working Party. For these purposes he and the Advisory 
Board should use the existing organizations of the industry 
wherever appropriate. 

For the necessary close liaison between the industry and 
the Government an Assistant Secretary or senior Principal 
of the Board of Trade should be seconded to the office of the 
Advisory Board in Stoke-on-Trent. 

The Advisory Board should consist of representatives of 
manufacturers, workers and independent persons expert in 
particular aspects of the industry. Membership of the 
Advisory Board should be honorary. The salary of the 
Chairman and of the staff of the Board (excluding the Board 
of Trade official) should be found wholly or in part by a levy 
on all manufacturers. 





Acting Controller of Iron and Steel 

The Minister of Supply has appointed Mr. J. C. Carr, 
Principal Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of Supply, to 
be Acting Controlicr of Iron and Steel in the interim period 
Pending the setting up of the proposed new Control Board. 
Mr. C. R. Wheeler relinquished his appointment as Con- 
troller on April 50 in accordance with arrangements 
previously agreed by the Ministry to enable him to return 
to his firm. 
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Industrialists’ Visit to 
Leipzig Fair 


T the invitation of the Control Commission for 
Germany and Austria, the Board of Trade arranged 

for a small delegation of industrialists and Govern- 
ment officials (limited by the Commission to six in number) 
to visit the first post-war Leipzig Fair, held from May 8-12, 
Although the party’s visit was brief, it was possible to 
tour the whole of the exhibition which consisted of approxi- 
mately 5,000 stands, housed in six separate buildings, 
Exhibitors numbered some 3,000 (of which approximately 
200 came from outside the Russian Zone) and a wide range 
of the manufactures of light industries were on show, 
The delegation formed the impression that whilst work- 
manship was generally good, there was little to indicate 
any new technique or significant advance on pre-war 
design or methods. 
The delegation was informed that the main purpose of 
the Fair was to enable German manufacturers in the 
Russian Zone to restore business relations with their 
former customers throughout Germany with a view to the 
commencement of inter-zonal trading. The shortage of 
consumer goods in the Russian Zone, in common with other 
parts of Germany, was given as the reason against any 
expectation that exhibitors in the Russian Zone could 
expect to be allowed to accept large contracts for the 
supply of goods in the near future. The delegation was 
informed of the intention to hold an Autumn Fair, probably 
in September 1946. 





Coal Output and Employment in April 


TT": Ministry of Fuel and Power announce the following details of output 


for the four weeks ended April 27:— 


Summary of Weekly Averages 


of coal and employment in British mines 





Saleable Output 
(i) Mined coal 
(ii) Opencast coal ‘ 
Tonnage Lost (Mined Coal) 
(i) Recognized holidays 
(ii) Pam 808 _ sow 
(iii) Accidents, bre akdowns and repairs to mac hinory a 
(iv) Rail transport difficulties and want of wagons 
(v) Other causes 
Total tonnage lost 
Number of Wage-earners t 
(i) On colliery books 
(ii) Effective employment §... 5 
Shifts Worked per Wage-Harner on Colliery Books 
(i) Face workers wey ~. bee 


(ii) Other underground workers 
(iii) Surface workers ... 
(iv) All workers 


(Note.—The figures in parentheses relate to effective 
Absenteeism 
(i) Coal face workers (a) voluntary 
(b) involuntary 
Total 
(a) voluntary 
(b) involuntary 
Total 


(ii) All workers 


Output per Manshift Worked ... 
(i) At the face 
(ii) Overall 


Tons Tons Tone 
<4 3,614,700 3,252,400t 3,413,700t 
157,300 188,100 | 176,500 
a 357,000 224,300 
| 10,600 15,700 11,700 
13,800 35,500 35,900 
— — 300 
2,000 2,700 2,200 
| 56,400 410,900 274,400 
No. No. No. 
oom 698,000 698,400 717,100 
of 632,600 §35,400 650,900 
4°62 4-26 4-47 
(6:13) (4°71) (4°96) 
5-01 4-64 4°78 
| (5- 58) (5-16) (5-33) 
A 59 5-29 5-42 
(6-00) (5-61) | (5°77) 
4:99 4°63 4°80 
(5-50) (5-09) (5-29) 


employment.) | 


| Per cent. Per cent. Per cent 
| 10°37 10-68 7°73 
9-96 9-07 10°50 
20-33 19-75 18-23 
oat 8-30 8-33 6-44 
ee 8°83 7-84 9-02 
| 17-13 16-17 15-46 
Tons Tons Tone 
wd 2-79 2-73 2-68 
“t 1-04 1-01 0-99 


March 1946* 


April 1946 


April 1945 





p 





* Average of five weeks. 


{ The whole of the Easter holiday fell in April in 1946 whereas only part was in April in 1945. 


t Owing to the varying practice by collieries in recording men on 
recording wage-carners as from the beginning of January 1946. The figure for April 1946 comparable with that given for a year ago.¥# 


701,200. 


§ Excluding those wage-earners who were absent for the whole 


of any week from whatever cause. 


(See item 2 (i). 


“ ” 


colliery books” it was decided to adopt a standardized method # 
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* 
Manpower and Output of Saleable Mined Coal by 
e e 
- Districts (Weekly Averages) 
for 
ged March 1946* April 1946 April 1945 
ern- 
ber) ' ‘ Average No. Average No. of wage- Average No. 
-12 District and Region of wage- Average earners on colliery books Average of wage- Average 
ei ol earners on weekly weekly earners on weekly 
oO colliery output (previous (standard- output colliery output 
OXI: books basis) ized) books 
ngs, (see note| below) 
tely 
nge Tons Tons Tons 
LOW. Northumberland see see 39,900 201,700 (40,100) 40,100 186,200 40,400 188,800 
ork- Cum berland oe wee or) 5,800 19,100 (5,800) 5,800 17,500 5,700 19,400 
se Northern Region A sos 45,700 220,800 (45,900) 45,900 203,700 46,100 208,200 
Durham (Northern Region B)... 103,700 460,200 (104,600) 104,200 418,800 104,400 439,400 
e of : 
‘e South Yorkshire saa = 98,200 550,100 (98,700) 98,200 480,200 100,100 513,600 
heir | West Yorkshire... ... oe 40,300 211,100 (40,600) 40,300 183,600 43,200 197,400 
| ye North Eastern Region... 138,500 761,200 (139,300) 138,500 663,800 143,300 711,000 
e 0 = 
ther | North Derbyshire due see 37,200 254,000 (37,600) 37,100 224,600 39,300 251,900 
any | Nottinghamshire one Sa 41,000 292,200 (41,400) | 41,000 256,100 42,500 290,000 
ould | South Derbyshire a 6,600 51,800 (6,500) | 6,500 46,100 6,600 52,400 
the | Leicestershire... 2... e. 7,600 62,600 (7,600) 7,600 56,400 7,600 59,300 
bly North Midland Region ... 92,400 660,600 | (93,100) $2,200 583,200 96,000 653,600 
Iancs and Cheshire... ose 49,300 218.900 (49,900) 49,500 192,500 50,400 205,600 
North Wales ... 2... s.. 8,700 38,500 (8,800) 8,700 33,800 8,900 36,900 
= North Western Region ... 58,000 257,400 (58,700) 58,200 226,300 59,300 242,500 
North Staffordshire... eee 20,600 115,500 (20,900) 20,600 j 105,500 21,900 105,700 
Cannock Chase ... eee nae 17,700 89,200 (18,000) 17,700 79,100 18,300 77,400 
South Staffs and Worcs. sy 4,000 20,200 (4,000) 4,000 18,200 4,100 18,100 
Shropshire oe ase mor 2,100 11,490 (2,100) 2,100 9,700 2,200 10,500 
Warwickshire... ise eee 14,900 94,000 (15,100) 15,000 82,400 14,800 81,2 
ines Midland Region... --. 59,300 330,300 (60,100) 59,400 | 294,900 61,300 292,900 
South Wales and Mon. doe 107,900 416,600 (107,600) 107,800 370,300 112,000 379,500 
Forest of Dean ... sé eee 4,200 17,400 (4,200) 4,200 14,700 4,300 16,500 
Bristol... swe ove eee 300 1,000 (300) 300 800 300 900 
Somerset ... wae a nas 2,800 11,200 (2,800) 2,700 9,900 2,900 10,800 
Bis Wales Region ves sae 115,200 446,200 (114,900) 115,000 395,700 119,500 407,700 
Fife and Clackmannan... cae 19,700 126,000 (18,900) 19,700 124,500 19,800 123,800 
—| The Lothians... ae ose 11,500 70,500 (11,400) 11,400 67,300 11,500 65,900 
Lanarkshire, ete. ee a 35,300 183,100 (35,300) 35,200 179,400 37,100 179,900 
Ayrshire, etc. ... ie a 12,700 72,300 (12,900) 12,700 72,600 12,700 68,300 
Scottish Region... ent 79,200 451,900 (78,500) 79,000 443,800 81,100 435,900 
Kent uae ioe bus ote 6,000 26,100 (6,100) 6,000 22,200 6,100 22,500 
Great Britain bn ~ 698,000 3,614,700 (701,200) 698,400 3,252,400 717,100 3,413,700 
*Average of five weeks. 
Norgr.—Owing to the varying practice by collieries in recording men on “ colliery books,” it was decided to adopt a standardized 
method of recording wage-earners as from the beginning of January 1946. Figures comparable with those given for April, 1945 are shown 
in parentheses. 
Number of Persons Killed and Seriously Injured by Accidents at all Mines covered by the Coal Mines Act- 
The Ministry of Fuel and Power have also issued the following statement :— 
Number of persons Number of persons phy 
killed during the seriously injured* during 
Nature of Accident 13 weeks ended the 13 weeks ended 
Mar. %1,| Dec. 29, Mar. 30, | Mar. 31, | Dee. 29, | Mar. 30, 
1945 1945 1946 1945 | 1945 | 1946 
(1) (2) (3) (4) | ©) | (6) | () 
Baderground :-— tgs os aed 
Explosions of fire | | 
damp or coal dust 8 1 _ 12 | 23 | 4 
Falls of ground... 78 77 65 269 | 275 | 247 
eS 35 24 32 154 | 149 | 121 
Miscellaneous  (in- | 
cluding shafts) ... 15 17 14 133 | 125 | 132 
ae Total ... ...| 186 119 | 111 | 568 | 572 | 504 
iil a hiceee Soa ee ne olen art ern 
Allcauses... —... ll 13 6 | 72 | 48 | 57 
Total comai 2 | Pe SE ar’ Be nN 
hod a od — 147 132 127 640 615 | 561 famous for I IN EK LIN ENS 
‘ i 
70.48 
sf * Injuries which, bec. f their nature ity are, under the terms of - ALSO FAST AMD LIVERPOOL 
Section 80 of the Coal Mines Act, 1011, required to be reported to HLM. Divisional ‘IME@ HALL BECSNT STREET, Lompen ere 
luspectors of Mines at the time of their occurrence. 
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April Returns Show Continued Rise 
in Exports 


XPORTS of United Kingdom goods in April amounted 

to £69-4 million. This is £2-3 million more than in 

March, notwithstanding the smaller number of working 
days owing to the Easter holiday. It is not practicable to 
assess precisely the effect of this, but assuming the inter- 
ruption caused by the holiday period meant the loss of 
two days’ exports, the rate of exports for a month of 
26 days (excluding Sundays) has risen as follows during 
this year: 55, 65, 67 and 75 million £. 

The rise has been continuous, representing a fairly steady 
10 or 11 per cent. per month, and this is a reflection of the 
steady increase in the number of workers employed in 
producing goods for export. 

Imports in April amounted to £97-9 million, the reduction 
of £5-6 million as compared with March being entirely 
due to the shorter month. Re-exports were valued at 
£3-8 million against £4-6 million. Re-exports of meat, 
tea and rubber each amounted to about £0-4 million and 
wool to £0-7 million, the four commodities representing 
over half the total. The value of retained imports in 
April (£94 million) was about £5 million more than the 
average for the first three months of the year. The rise was 
mainly in respect of food, drink and tobacco (£3 million), 
but raw materials showed an increase of £2-0 million and 
manufactured articles one of £0-6 million. 

Full details of Britain’s imports and exports in April 
were published this week*. The table on page 651 shows 
the summary figures for retained imports and British 
exports. 

The figures for 1945 exclude munitions, i.e., aircraft 
and other vehicles and parts (except tyres and tubes for 
road vehicles) and arms, ammunition and military and 
naval stores imported or exported by Government Depart- 
ments. Imports of these are now insignificant and exports 
very small, so that the figures given in the table are, there- 
fore, substantially comparable throughout. 

A comparison of the April figures with those for February, 
which contained about the same number of working days, 
probably affords the best indication of the progress of our 
oversea trade. In comparison with February, exports in 
April were higher by £9-4 million (nearly one-sixth), the 
rise being mainly due to increased exports of manufactured 
articles, £8-9 million (18 per cent.). Exports of food, drink 
and tobacco rose by 8 per cent. and raw materials by 
22 per cent. 

Among the food groups noteworthy increases were 
shown by miscellaneous foods, for which shipments of 
refined sugar, chiefly to France, were almost entirely 
responsible, and by tobacco, commercial exports of which 
to Malaya showed a substantial rise; exports of grain 
were much lower owing to smaller shipments of barley to 
Germany, and there was a marked reduction in exports of 
spirits, mainly to the United States. 

Exports of coal were higher than in February or March, 
but lower than in January. Eire was the largest market 
last month, whereas in the first quarter larger supplies 
had gone to France. 


Metal Goods 


There were substantial rises in all the metal groups, 
which together were responsible for three quarters (£7-4 
million) of the rise in total exports as compared with 
February. The most outstanding increase (60 per cent. in 
value) was for vehicles. Exports of new motor cars con- 
tinued to show a steady increase of about one thousand per 
month and the number exported in April exceeds the average 
for 1938 by 18 per cent. The numbers exported in January, 
February, March and April were 1,230, 2,278, 3,271 and 
4,348. The corresponding figures for new commercial 
vehicles and chassis are 1,477, 2,493, 3,496 and 3,944, the 
April figure being three times the average for 1938, but 
whereas chassis then comprised 80 per cent. of the total, 
complete vehicles now represent the bulk (60 per cent.) 
of the exports. Exports of second-hand cars were reduced 
to less than half the high February figure, when, also as in 
March, they included large rehabilitation supplies to 
Poland. 

Exports of railway rolling stock have also been rising 
rapidly and the quantity of locomotives, wagons and 





* Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation of the United 
Kingdom, April 1946. H.M.S.O., price 4s. 6d., by post 4s. 9d. 


trucks in April was much higher than before the war, 
This also applied to railway construction material. The 
tonnage of machinery exported in April was practically up 
to the pre-war figure. Exports of textile machinery were 
only three-fifths of 1938, and electrical machinery two- 
thirds, but the pre-war figures were substantially exceeded 
in the case of machine tools and agricultural machinery, 
Exports of iron and steel amounted to 200,000 tons, against 
160,000 tons per month in 1938, and increases were general, 
apart from plates and sheets. Large shipments of tin to 
France and the Soviet Union accounted for most of the 
increase in non-ferrous metals. 


Textiles 


Small rises occurred in all the textile groups except 
woollen and worsted manufactures, which showed a sub- 
stantial fall from the February figure when relief supplies 
of woollen piece goods, mainly for Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia, were high. The rise for silk and artificial silk 
goods was due in part to rather larger exports of artificial 
silk piece goods, but mainly to exports of silk tissues 
exceeding those in the whole of the first quarter and 
amounting to double the pre-war figure. Exports of cotton 
piece goods were somewhat less than in March, but higher 
than the February figure. Denmark and Poland together 
took two-fifths of our exports of apparel, exports to Poland 
being relief supplies ; exports were nearly three times the 
pre-war value, the most marked expansion being in women’s 
and girls’ outer clothing. 


Other Manufactures 


Increases in the daily rate of export were recorded in all 
the important other groups of manufactures apart from 
chemicals. The latter was due mainly to much smaller 
relief supplies of drugs, disinfectants, insecticides, etc., to 
Burma and British Malaya coupled with a reduction in 
exports of sodium compounds and copper sulphate; 
exports of all these classes remained, however, higher than 
before the war. The value of pottery, glass, abrasives, etc., 
exceeded £2 million for the second month in succession 
and was the highest ever recorded; exports of most 
descriptions were higher in quantity than before the war. 
Exports of miscellaneous manufactures were also excep- 
tionally high, but the rise was not so general. It was 
largely contributed to by perfumery and toilet preparations 
and synthetic resins; exports of books were less than 
one-third of pre-war in quantity. 


Food Imports 


The value of retained imports of food, drink and tobacco 
in April was 25 per cent. higher than the 1945 average. 
In relation to earlier months this year, the outstanding 
increases were for grain and flour and miscellaneous foods. 
The rise in the former group was due to increased imports 
of wheat from Canada (330,000 tons in April) and a consign- 
ment of 50,000 tons from the Argentine. Sugar and fish 
were largely responsible for the increase in miscellaneous 
foods. Imports of sugar in April exceeded those in the 
whole of the first quarter, though they were little above 
the pre-war quantity, while imports of fresh or frozen fish 
have been increasing and last month were nearly four times 
the monthly average for 1938. 

Among the principal items of dairy produce, butter and 
cheese were imported in reduced quantities, but there were 
larger imports of dried eggs, the quantity, 2,300 tons, 
imported in April being the highest since last September. 
The quantity of meat imported was even smaller than in 
February, being 38,000 tons below the average for the first 
quarter, owing to much smaller receipts of beef. 

The quantity of tea imported was very small last month, 
but imports of cocoa were nearly double the pre-war figure, 
as they were in March. There was also a considerable 
rise in imports of wine, though last month’s total was only 
one-third of the 1938 monthly average. Prior to last 
month, imports of tomatoes had been insignificant, but in 
April 7,000 tons were imported (from the Canary Islands), 
about half the normal pre-war importation at this time of 
the year. There were also, for the first time this year, 
large imports of onions (from Egypt). Very limited supplies 
of oranges were received, but imports of bananas were 
larger, though only one-fifth of pre-war. One-third of the 
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Retained Imports and United Kingdom Exports 











































































































Retained Imports United Kingdom Exports 
| | | r} 
| | | } 
| } 
| Monthly | Monthly | | 
Giaes and Group | nee | February | March April Average | February| March | April 
| 1945 | 1946 1946 1946 | July-Dec.| 1 946 1946 | 1946 
| | | 1945 | | 
: : r t 
£000 | £000 | £000 £000 £000 £000 £000 | £000 
L—Foop, Drink anv ToBacco— we ° - a 
A. Grain and flour , 6,399 | 6,277 | 7,017 | 9,297 140 768 | 519 | 497 
B. Feeding-stufis for animals ‘a 243 | 44 41 89 5 10 | 11 | 66 
0. Animals, Wibitaslt for food 1,049 | 795 | 926 934 a Sheale “<a i 
D. Meat 8,960 | 7,591 | 13,083 — 43 | 55 | 57 | 67 
B. Dairy produce .. 6,230 | 6,960 | 10,217 8,586 259 | 105 | 95 174 
F. Eresh fruit and vegetables Ase 1,328 | 1,693 2,663 | 2,524 LO4 | 393 | 659 | 326 
G. Beverages and cocoa oe poe | 4,062 4,135 4,807 | 2,967 1,330 | 1,151 | 1,347 | 1,047 
H. Otherfood ... Sek Be x 5,993. | 4,644 | 9,715 10,741 1,766 | 761 | 1,051 1,218 
I. Tobacco.. | 4,142 | 4, 049 | | 4,598 5,028 1,154 1,317 | 1,703 | 1,525 
; <a | | 
See Sa |e rd | = | tic 
Tora, Crass I Hee * 38,406 | 36, 191 | 53, 072 48, 088 4,781 | 4,560 | 5,442 4,920 
=——_ ————— | —— ——— —_ — | —————— 
IL—Raw MATERIALS AND ARTICLES MAINLY 7 | | | | 
UNMANUFACTURED— | | . 
A. Coal b — 3 — | _ 763 734 | 861 | 876 
B. Other non-metalliferous mining and , mel | ie ait ; 
quarry products and the like 629 508 | 915 | 1,63 74 | 167 | 115 | 85 
C. Iron ore and scrap 1,287 1,545 | 1,832 | 1,694 1 | 2 0 | 3 
D. Non-ferrous metalliferous ores and | se 
serap .. sie we ape 1,704 798 | 1,640 | 1,218 4 21 | 11 | 7 
E. Wood and thaiher F 3,780 2,777 2,536 | 2,412 14 | 48 | 38 | 37 
F. Raw cotton and cotton waste. 3,889 1,395 3,373 | 3,713 10 | 88 | _35 | 95 
G. Wool, raw and waste, and woollen rags 2,425 4,250 | 1,991 | 1,482 120 | 562 580 583 
H. Silk, raw and waste, and artificial silk | | | : 
waste.. 173 859 | 13°| 32 110 | 106 | 210 | 106 
I. Other textile materials , 1,038 929 | 1,016 | 939 2 | 4 | 1 | 3 
J. Seeds and nuts for oil, oils, fats, resins | iy 
and gums... 3,843 4,470 | 721 6,545 142 | 178 | 205 | 199 
K. Hides a skins, undressed . 1,186 1,712 | 2,180 1,862 68 | 266 246 383 
L. Paper-making materials 1,308 1,078 | 545 820 20 | 35 | 32 36 
Co a. apltae, o 906; 162) an24 | 3,053 41 | 63 | 75 | T3 
N. Miscellaneous raw materials and | | | | ae . 
articles mainly unmanufactured ... 1,183 | 1,839 | 1,624 1,346 164 373 677 | 145 
Torat, Crass II 23,347 | 22,355 | 25,670 | 26,747 1,533 2,647 | 3,086 3,231 
oe — == SS) — —- —————} — a -— ———— ———— 
U.—ArricLes WHOLLY oR MAINLY | 
MaNUFACTURED— | | I | : 
4. Coke and manufactured fuel.. =s — a ~ 6L | 98 | 73 8i 
B. Pottery, glass, abrasives, etc. 77 59 | 85 | 66 1,231 | 1,989 | 2,039 2,074 
0. Iron and steel and manufactures | | | | iy 
thereof 3 514 733 | 475 | 552 2,463 997 | 499 6,689 
D. Non-ferrous metals and manufactures | | a 
thereof , 1,437 DT5 | 1,155 1,978 1,049} 2,188 2,066 3,990 
E, Cutlery, hardware, implements and : ? pes 
instruments . 7 468 206 | 299 | 205 901 1,549 2,253 2,053 
F. Electrical goods and apparatus 1,552 | 849 | 2 114 1,282 2,169 2,851 2,561 
G. Machinery ag aeull 1,614 | 793 | 1,328 | 868 4,167 6,752 | 7,459 7,867 
H. Manufactures of wood and timber ... 1,154 1,068 | 704 | O44 57 118 _ 127 _ 40 
I, Cotton yarns and manufactures 149 36 | 38 | 84 3,502 ,039 5,065 5,245 
J. Woollen and worsted amas and manu- | 4 , ~ 
factures 128 36 101 133 1,782 4,015 3,448 3,124 
K. Silk and artificial silk yarns and manu- | 
factures n 212 63 74 | 26 1,371 1,848 2,300 2,227 
L. Manufactures of other textile materials 616 384 818 1,077 730 1,561 1,439 1,647 
M. Apparel... Sesh aes | 397 75 84 87 1,227 1,527 1,224 1,957 
N. Footwear ; 5's 61 69 97 30 125 231 192 _ 202 
0. Chemicals, drugs, dyes ‘and colours ... 1,518 1,028 1,524 1,601 3,495 5,284 5,794 5,013 
P. Oils, fats and resins, manufactured . 11,988 5,902 8,054 6,625 281 343 529 406 
. Leather and manufactures thereof ... 363 421 410 711 174 378 352 392 
R. Paper, cardboard, etc. 959 827 542 856 458 796 1,095 1,032 
8. Vehicles (including locomotives, ships ioe ; 
and aircraft)... adi oui a 359 382 246 124 1,958 4,785 6,934 7,654 
T. Rubber manufacturers oie 5 1 2 2 81 234 327 381 
U. Miscellaneous articles wholly or ; 
mainly manufactured thee 673 699 1,238 793 1,911 3,187 4,010 4,293 
Torat, Crass III _.... 24,224 15,206 17,356 16,876 28,306 50,088 56,076 59,028 
1V.—Animaxs, NoT FoR Foop 328 463 513 299 83 185 281 191 
¥.—Parok. Post... — 1,260 1,454 2,232 2,089 1,839 2,505 2,173 1,993 
TOTAL, ALL CLASSES 87,565 | 75,669 | 98,843 | 94,099} 36,542 | 59,985 | 67,058 | 69,363 


























value of all imports of fruit and vegetables in April was 
tepresented by a heavy shipment (four times the 1938 
average) of almonds from Spain. 


Imports of Materials 


The marked rise in the value of imports of non-metal- 
liferous mining and quarry products was due essentially 
to the recording in April of diamonds (mainly industrial) 
valued at £1 million. Normally unset diamonds are 
consigned through channels not subject to Customs entry 


and imporis are not recorded, This year, however, 
consignments have been arriving in circumstances 
involving Customs entry, but the whole of the imports 
are not yet recorded. 

There was also a marked increase for oil seeds, oils, etc., 
mainly as a result of the importation of 33,000 tons of 
whale oil valued at £1-5 million, such imports previously 
having been small. The total quantity of rubber imported 
(24,000 tons), which included 7,000 tons of synthetic 


(Continued on next page) 
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Report of British Goodwill Trade 
Mission to Egypt 


HE co-operation of British and Egyptian industry to 
Titre mutual advantage of both countries is recom- 

mended in the Report of the British Goodwill Trade 
Mission to Egypt, published by His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office (price 6d.). 

The Mission, which toured Egypt in November and 
December 1945, comprised of Mr. J. C. Hanbury-Williams 
(Chairman), Mr. John Brown, Mr. C. G. Morley New, Sir 
William Stanier, Mr. Harold Whitehead, Dr. W. T. H. 
Williamson and Mr. R. A. Daniell (Secretary). 

The Terms of Reference to the Mission were o create 
goodwill, to foster Egyptian interest in the United Kingdom 
as a source of supply for both capital and consumer goods, 
and to strive to convince Egyptian officials and industrialists 
of the desire of United Kingdom industry to satisfy the needs 
of Egypt and of their ability to do so, given reasonable 
time.” 

The Report states that the war has provided Egypt with 
an unparalleled opportunity to sell its products and to 
establish and develop industries. This opportunity has led 
to an expansion of industry and some diversification of 
agriculture. 

Both producers and industrialists have responded to the 
demand created by the war. From their efforts the country 
has gained greatly in wealth. This wealth was created in 
the hot-house of artificial conditions, when production and 
output were more important than price. As a result of this 
situation Egyptian industry is living under artificial con- 
ditions and to plan for its future development on this basis is 
to court disappointment if not serious difficulties. Egypt is 
suffering to-day from too much money and too few reason- 
able opportunities for utilizing it, the Report states. 

Prices of land and commodities generally have risen 
considerably during the war. For a short time the demands 
for goods, created by the present world shortage, may 
sustain this artificially high price situation, but when world 
production gets into its stride, quality and service must 
meet outside competition. 


sé T 


Industrial Manpower 


This beginning of industrial developments should tend to 
raise the standard of living of workers. They also widen the 
use of natural resources and of man-power. The utilization 
of large numbers of men by both British and Allied Forces 
in Egypt has created a reservoir of industrial manpower. 
These men, working under the direction of skilled military 
men, have acquired some knowledge of industrial methods. 

In technical and managerial experience there is a serious 
shortage amongst Egyptian industrialists, and a corres- 
ponding shortage exists also of people capable of acting as 
foremen and charge hands. On all sides a lively desire is 
found to utilise British technicians in the improvements of 
manufacturing methods and of other business men skilled 
in the ‘‘ know-how ”’ of management. 

Production methods are admittedly handicapped by a 





Rise in Exports 

(Continued from previous page) 

rubber from the United States, was, apart from four 
months during the war, the highest figure since October, 
1934. The quantity of iron ore imported continued to be 
about one-sixth higher than before the war. Timber 
imports were the lowest for a year, but imports of plywood 
exceeded the average for both the first quarter and 1938. 

Imports of cotton were high in April, the total quantity 
(34,000 tons) comparing with an average of 29,000 tons 
for the first quarter and 49,000 tons in 1938. The increase 
was largely in imports from Egypt. Imports of wool, on 
the other hand, were small in relation to both these periods, 
and imports of silk were insignificant. 

The quantity of copper imported, though higher than in the 
first quarter, was 30 per cent. below 1938, but re-exports 
have become so small that retained imports were practically 
as high as before the war. Imports of machinery were 
small, amounting to only one-quarter of the pre-war 
quantity. Refined petroleum now forms rather more than 
one-third of the whole value of imports of articles wholly 
or mainly manufactured. Imports of motor spirit in April 
were nearly up to the pre-war average, but were lower than 
in recent months. For most other descriptions imports 
were above the average. 


certain amount of old and out-moded equipment. With 
modern equipment and a higher standard of management 
and labour, costs would be brought down from the present 
high level. This, it is believed, can be done and would at 
the same time improve the standard of living of the worker 
and so widen the market for consumer goods. 

Growing out of the agricultural, engineering and industria] 
conditions there is, without any question, an immense 
demand for British capital and consumer goods. The friend. 
ship between Great Britain and Egypt and the desire to 
profit by British goods and British technical and managerial 
experience open up a big and expanding market for exports 
to Egypt and for imports from Egypt. 

During the war years cultivation of cotton was restricted 
owing to the difficulties of export and the necessity to grow 
more food. Information received from official and other 
sources leads to the conclusion that at the end of the 1938. 
1939 cotton season the stocks of all types of cotton in 
Kgypt amounted to approximately 750,000 kantars, whereas 
at the end of the 1944-1945 season the corresponding figure 
was 8,250,000 kantars. Of this latter amount. about 
3,150,000 kantars are said to be owned by the British 
Government, the Government of India, the French Govern- 
ment, the Egyptian Government and the local mills, leaving 
a balance mostly held by speculators, banks and investors 
of about 5,100,000 kantars. The 1945 crop is estimated to 
produce 5,250,000 kantars of cotton lint, of which 3,000,000 
kantars will be Karnak. Together with the surplus carry-over 
from last season, there will be available for export ‘some: 
where between 5,000,000 and 5,500,000 kantars of Karnak 
alone. (One kantar equals approximately 100 Ibs. of cotton 
lint and 700,000 Egyptian bales.) 


Shortage of Textiles 


It is reasonable to assume that the whole world is short of 
textiles, and in consequence the offtake of Egyptian cotton 
should increase as and when more labour becomes available 
in England and the liberated countries of Europe. It must 
not be overlooked, however, that Germany, Czechoslovakia 
and Poland, who before the war consumed approximately 
15 per cent. of the total crop, are now out of the market. In 
addition, the present restrictions in England, and perhaps 
in certain other countries, in regard to the types of fabrics 
to be produced may handicap the use of long-staple Egyptian 
cotton. Furthermore, the present prices of all types is no 
doubt a deterring factor when compared with the price of 
cotton grown in other countries ; and in certain cases rayon 
may be a definite competitor. It is known and appreciated 
that there is a limitation to the amount of long-staple cotton 
which can be used in Lancashire unless considerable sums of 
money are spent in adjusting the necessary spinning 
machinery. 

Before the outbreak of war world cotton prices found their 
proper levels through the operation of the ‘‘ Exchanges ”’ in 
Alexandria, Liverpool, New York, New Orleans, etc., where 
the technique built up over many years’ experience allowed 
a free market in spot and future quotations. To-day the 
situation in so far as Egypt is concerned is different because 
there are no free ‘‘ Exchanges ” and the Egyptian Govern- 
ment have undertaken to purchase all cotton offered to 
them at prices which vary in accordance with the types. 
The establishment of price for the various types is a com- 
plicated process. The present levels fixed by the Egyptian 
Government would appear to bear little relation to true cost. 


Price Reduction 


Until a considerable price reduction takes place the 
Mission does not feel that it is in a position to make any 
recommendation which would be helpful in easing the 
present position, which the Report describes as weak. The 
time might come, however, when the Egyptian Government 
would like to discuss with His Majesty’s Government future 
policy for the cultivation and marketing of Egyptian cotton. 
In such an event the Mission recommends that His Majesty's 
Government should set up a suitable panel of technically 
qualified individuals to collaborate with a similar panel of 
Egyptians to advise on the best policy to be pursued. 

Egypt is anxious to develop the cultivation of flax as 4 
partial alternative to cotton. Fibre of good quality can be 
produced from flax grown in Egypt if suitable varieties of 
the plant are selected and care is exercised in the subsequent 
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processing. With sound technical advice, the crop would 
have distinct possibilities of providing a useful additional 
export. ‘ 

On the subject of agricultural requirements, the report 
states that much of the existing pumping machinery for 
irrigation requires extensive repairs or complete replace- 
ment. If the Aswan Dam hydro-electric scheme is carried 
out and electric power made available for such purposes 
there would be a demand for electrically driven pumps. 

Extensive demonstration of various types of tractors and 
row-crop machinery would create great interest, and the 
Mission recommend British manufacturers to make first- 
hand investigation in this field. Possibilities exist for the 
increased use of threshing machines and provision of drying- 
plant and concrete silos, as well as for certain types of 
machinery for ditching and the making and laying of porous 
pipes. 

The Mission visited a number of industries in Egypt and 
found that much equipment in existing plants was obsolete 
or worn-out. ‘There is an undoubted desire to obtain 
replacement parts and new plant from the United Kingdom, 
and it is important to both British and Egyptian interest 
that orders for these goods should be executed as soon as 
possible. 

The Mission received approaches from certain other 
industrialists who were interested in the production of rayon 
yarn and enquiries if any English concern would be pre- 
pared to work with them and supply the machinery and 
technical advice. The Mission is doubtful whether the 
Egyptian economy can support a rayon industry, taking into 
consideration the fact that she will have to import many of 
the raw materials required and that she will eventually have 
to meet world competition. However, in view of the 
approaches for co-operation received the Mission recom- 
mends that the British Rayon Federation be asked if any 
of their members would be willing to send a team of experts 
to Egypt to examine the situation. 

It is not the responsibility of the Mission to consider 
detailed plans for co-operation. Nevertheless they feel 
justified in indicating methods of co-operation for mutual 
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benefit. Technical, management and other advice may be 
supplied and these services paid for in the normal way. 
This advice may be supplied by British companies, but 
instead of the specialists who give the advice being remuner- 
ated by the Egyptian employers, they may be retained on 
the pay-roll of their British employers who could acquire 
share interest in the Egyptian companies for their services. 
This method of acquiring equity in Egyptian companies may 
be carried further by the British companies receiving shares 
in return for management ‘‘ know-how” and _ special 
equipment. 

Discussion with individuals of both British and Egyptian 
nationality who were interested in the question of representa- 
tion of British manufacturers in Egypt, brought out certain 
opinions, some of them supported by evidence. While many 
agents are energetic and efficient, criticism was made that a 
large number of them are unsuitable. Among the reasons 
given for this unsuitability are that too many agencies are 
placed with one person, with the result that no one firm has 
its products adequately represented ; also that agencies are 
accepted from competing manufacturers, sometimes from 
other countries. 

It is recommended that full consideration be given at once 
to the establishment of a British Trade Centre at Cairo, with 
a branch at Alexandria. 

Strong criticism is made of British publicity. The 
Mission was told on several occasions that British catalogue 
and price lists were insufficiently clear, and that business 
concerns from other countries offered detailed information 
supplied in a persuasive manner that made British cata- 
logues appear cold and indifferent by comparison. A 
further point in this connection is the need for seeing that 
advertising copy is prepared to meet the outlook of the 
Egyptian customers. The Mission recommends that British 
firms should consult the Publicity Committee of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Egypt. 

British manufacturers can help to protect their good names 
for fair trading by advertising the sale prices of their goods 
in the Egyptian Press. This would help to check exploita- 
tion of the public by re-sale of goods at ‘‘ black-market ” 
prices. 
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Resional Distribution of Imports and 


Exports in First 


HE table below summarizes into areas the figures for 

United Kingdom trade with each country in the 

first quarter of 1946, which were published this week 
in the April Trade Accounts. ‘The corresponding figures 
for the previous quarter and for 1955 are also shown for 
comparative purposes. 

Though movements in declared values from quarter to 
quarter at a time when prices are not changing rapidly may 
represent roughly similar changes in the quantities of goods 
imported or exported, this does not apply when comparisons 
are made over a long period. Average values of imports 
as a whole had risen.by 95 per cent. in the first quarter of 

946, compared with 1938, while for exports the increase 
was 86 per cent. These increases cannot, of course, be 
applied to individual areas, but they give a general idea of 
the magnitude of the adjustments necessary when trying 
to make comparisons with 1938 on a quantitative basis. 


Imports 


The rise of £47 million in total imports in the first quarter 
of 1946 compared with the preceding three months was 
shared equally by British and foreign countries, imports 
from each rising by one-fifth. Compared with 1938, 
imports from British countries were higher in value by 
almost three-fifths though smaller in volume ; imports from 
foreign countries showed a small decline, even by value, 
and were probably no more than half the pre-war volume, 
mainly owing to the great reduction in imports from Europe. 

Imports from France and Northern Europe were £5 million 
(14 per cent.) less than in the previous quarter, largely as a 
result of seasonally reduced supplies of wood and timber 
from Sweden and Finland, imports from these two countries 
being reduced by £2 million and £1} million, respectively. 
Imports from Norway have been steadily rising since the 
end of the war, imports in the first quarter of 1946 being 
about £14 million higher than in the previous three months, 
but there was a reduction of the same amount for Fire 
owing to seasonally smaller imports of store cattle. Imports 
from other European countries rose by £5} million (three- 
quarters), largely as a result of increased imports from 
Italy (mainly fruit and raw silk) and Spain (mainly oranges). 

There was a rise of £24 million (one-tenth) in the value of 
imports from Africa, imports of raw cocoa and of oil seeds 
and nuts from British West Africa each rising by over 
£1 million, while imports of iron ore from Algeria and of 
phosphate rock from Morocco were each higher by £3 million. 
An offsetting reduction of £2 million was recorded in 
imports from Egypt (mainly in respect of cotton). 

The value of imports from India and Western Asia rose by 
£7 million (one-quarter) and were the highest by value since 
the outbreak of war. The rise was largely due to a sub- 
stantial increase in imports of refined petroleum from Iran, 
these rising to £54 million from the low figure of under 
£14 million in the last quarter of 1945. They were 
negligible a year ago when supplies were all needed for the 
war with Japan. 

Imports from Palestine were £2 million higher as a result 
of increased supplies of oranges and other fresh fruit, while 
a rise of £24 million for Ceylon—due to larger imports of tea 


Quarter of 1946 


and rubber—was offset by a reduction of the same amount 
in imports from India; even so, India remained our third 
largest source of supply in the first quarter, after the 
United States and Canada. Much smaller imports of 
rubber from British Malaya caused a fall of £1 million in 
imports from other countries in Asia. 

Imports from Oceania rose by £134 million (two-thirds) to 
the highest total value recorded for five years. The 
increase was shared equally between Australia and New 
Zealand, imports from each rising from £10 million to 
£17 million, largely as a result of increased shipments of 
dairy produce, though there was also a substantial increase 
in imports of New Zealand wool. 

Imports from North America rose by £23 million (one- 
third) from the abnormally low figure recorded for the 
preceding quarter, but imports were one-quarter lower than 
the average for last year. The increase compared with the 
previous quarter was mainly in imports from the United 
States, which rose from the exceptionally low figure of. 
£33 million to £51 million, almost the whole of the increase 
being due to larger imports of meat, dairy produce, mis- 
cellaneous foodstuffs and tobacco. Imports from Canada 
rose by £5 million to £48 million as a result of increased 
supplies of wheat and meat. 

Imports from Central America and West Indies rose by 
£14 million in the first quarter of 1946. Imports of sugar 
from St. Domingo (which were nil in the previous quarter) 
amounted to nearly £14 million in the first quarter of this 
year. Imports of refined petroleum from the British West 
Indies rose by £1 million, but those from the Dutch West 
Indies were reduced by a similar amount. The stability of 
the total value of imports from South America conceals 
reductions of £3 million for Brazil (mainly in respect of 
cotton and meat) and of £1 million for Uruguay, largely 
offset by increases of about £1 million each in imports from 
the Argentine, Peru and British Guiana. 

Comparison with 1938 :—There were only two areas for 
which the total value of imports was less than in 1938, 
namely, the Far Hast and France and Northern Europe. 
Imports from other European countries and from Oceania 
barely exceeded the 1938 value, thus implying substantial 
falls in volume. Imports from North America doubled in 
value and this may imply a volume of imports of the same 
order of magnitude as in 1938. For the remaining areas, 
there were marked increases in total values, ranging from 
nearly one-half for Cenfral America and West Indies to 
three-quarters for India and Western Asia. 


Exports 


The rise of £65 million in total exports from the last 
quarter of 1945 was shared almost equally between British 
and foreign countries, and each rose by more than 50 per 
cent. Compared with 1938, exports to British countries 
were higher in value by almost two-thirds, while those to 
foreign countries had risen by only one-half; in neither 
case would it be correct to assume an increase in volume. 

Exports to France and Northern Europe rose by £13 
million (one-third) in the first quarter of 1946 compared 
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| Imports U.K. Exports 
Area ——__-—_-_-—_—-——— — == 
Quarterly Fourth First Quarterly Fourth First 
Average Quarter Quarter Average Quarter Quarter 
1938 1945 1946 1938 1945 1946 
France and Northern Europe ... ove | 65-6 | 35°3 30°3 35-0 39-5 52-7 
Rest of Europe ... sh ne eet 11-5 | 7:3 12-7 8-1 7-2 13-9 
Africa vias inp sii = vot 15:8 22-3 24-9 18-4 21-7 40-3 
India and Western Asia = pee 19-9 27°5 34:3 12-0 17-6 26-8 
Rest of Asia he, oe ae si 11-0 2:] 1+] | 7-5 2+ 5:7 
Man uf 2 oll & Ra 30-2 20:1 33-7 45 | 13-6 18-3 
North America ... oe <p ave 49-8 76°7 100-0 | 11-0 | 10-4 13-8 
Central America and West Indies... 8:7 11-1] 12-6 | 2-6 2-6 3°3 
St Aen... Ve Bas + on 17-4 28-9 | 28-9 | 8-6 | 4:3 9-4 
Total, British countries... ... 929 | 121-8 | 144-6 | 58+7 62-5 95-9 
Total, Foreign countries os 137-0 109-5 133-9 59-0 56-7 88-3 
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with the preceding three months. 'The comparative small- 
ness of the rise was due to a reduction in shipments of food- 
stuffs and other relief and rehabilitation supplies from 
£94 million to £5 million. Exports to Denmark have 
been rising rapidly since the end of the war, and last quarter 
amounted to £6 million, against £13 million in the preceding 
quarter. 

Exports to Germany were £2 million higher 
largely as a result of delayed entries of Christmas 
parcels and cigarettes despatched to United Kingdom 
Forces in that country, coupled with substantial ship- 
ments of barley, potatocs and agricultural seeds. 
Exports to Eire rose by £24 million, to the Netherlands 
by £2 million and to Sweden by £14 million, while an 
increase of £1 million each was recorded for Poland, France 
and Finland. Exports to Russia, which had amounted 
to about £34 million in each of the three preceding 
quarters, were reduced to £0-6 million in the first quarter 
of 1946. 

Exports to other European countries almost doubled 
(as in the case of imports), the rise in value being £7 million. 
Increases were recorded for every country in this area, the 
most important being one of almost £14 million for Portugal, 
the value of exports to that country during the past quarter 
being nearly three times the average for last year. Exports 
to Turkey rose by £1 million, while increases of about 
£750,000 each were recorded for Spain, Switzerland and 
Malta. 


Kxports to Africa nearly doubled. Of the rise of £19 


million, £10$ million was accounted for by the Union of 
South Africa, £24 million by Egypt and £14 million by 


Southern Rhodesia. 

There was a rise of £9 million in exports to India and 
Western Asia. Exports to India rose by £5 million (largely 
as a result of increased exports of machinery and vehicles), 
while increases of £1 million each were recorded for Palestine, 
Iran and Iraq. Exports to the Far Kast in the past three 
quarters have been £546,000 (Burma and China), £2,250,000 
(Burma, British Malaya and China) and £5-7 million, 
when there were some exports to practically all the countries 
in the area, those to Hong Kong reaching £650,000. Exports 
of relicf and rehabilitation supplies to this area amounted 
to nearly £1£ million, as against £1 million in the previous 
quarter. 

Exports to Oceania were higher by £44 million (one- 
third), exports to Australia rising by £24 million, while 
those to New Zealand were £2 million higher. Exports to 
North America, which amounted to £10-£11 million in 
each quarter of 1945, rose by one-third to £14 million, 
showing, like Oceania, a rise much below the average. 
Exports to the United States, which had been below those 
to Canada throughout last year, exceeded them in the 
first quarter of this vear by nearly £1 million. 

Exports to Central America and West Indies rose by 
£0-7 million, while those to South America—which 
amounted to £4-5 million in each of the two preceding 
quarters—more than doubied and exports to practically 
all countries showed a similar expansion. In value the 
largest increases were recorded for the Argentine (£2 
million) and Brazil (£1 million). 

Comparison with 1938.—-British and foreign countries 
each took 50 per cent. of our exports in 1938. The latest 
figures show comparatively little change from this dis- 
tribution, British countries now taking 52 per cent. of the 
total. As in 1938, France and Northern Europe was the 
most important area for our exports, but the increase in 
value in this case is entirely due to the presence of British 
troops, coupled with shipments of relief and rehabilitation 
supplies. Exports to Africa and to India and Western 
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Asia were each appreciably more than double the pre-war 
value and the volume of exports to these areas probably 
exceeded that in 1988. Exports to Oceania, North America 
and Central America and West Indies were each higher by 
one-quarter, so that the volume of exports to these areas 
has been considerably reduced. Supplies to the Far Hast 
were still below those in 1938 by value, while exports to 
South America only just exceeded the pre-war figure. 
Principal Export Markets.—The following table shows the 
principal markets for our exports last quarter, compared 
with the fourth quarter of 1945 and with 1938 :— 








Ist Qtr. | 4th Qtr. | Order of Importance 
Country | 1946 | 1046, eee ee 
| 4th Qtr. | 
| 1945 1938 
| ¢mill. | £ mill. | 
1 Union of South | 
Africa eid, ae 89 | 3 | 1 
2 British India... | 159 | 108 | 1 | 3 
3 Australia 123 | 9.6 | - | 2 
4 France... susl 8:7 | 7°5 | 5 1 
ian... oo? 8h Oe ot 7 
6 United States of | | 
America ... 72 | 4°6 | 8 | 6 
7 Canada Seard 64 5°6 7 | + 
8 Belgium ae Al GO | bey 4 | 17 
9 Denmark sie GO. «| wy! 18 | 10 
10 Netherlands ... 59 | 37 Mm 6|hlU 
ll Egypt... .. | 5:8 a 
12 New Zealand ... 58 3°9 10 | 9 


| 
' | 


Ixports to the Union of South Africa more than doubled 
in value, compared with the preceding quarter, to become, 
as in 1938, our principal export market, while India and 
Australia remained among the three most important 
markets, and the United States continued to be sixth in 
importance. France is now fourth on the list instead of 
eleventh, and Belgium and Egypt now appear among the 
first twelve markets owing largely to their being supply 
centres for British troops. The only country showing any 
significant fall in importance is Canada, from fourth to 
seventh. The two countries which were among our twelve 
most important markets in 1938, but not in the first quarter 
of 1946, are the Argentine and Germany, exports to these 
being £4:1 million and £3-7 million, respectively, in the 
first quarter of this year. 


Patents and Designs Act, 1946 


The main objects of the Patents and Designs Act, 1946, 
which received the Royal Assent on April 15, 1946, are to 
enable applications for extension of the term of patents on 
the ground of loss or damage due to the war to be made 
either to the Court or the Patent Office at the option of the 
patentee ; to empower the Office to refuse to grant patents 
for inventions originating in Germany or Japan during the 
period September 3, 1938, to December 31, 1945; and to 
authorize the publication by the Office of the specifications 
of abandoned or void applications for patents made by or 
on behalf of German or Japanese nationals or companies. 

The Board of Trade have made Rules entitled The 
Patents (Amendment) Rules 1946 setting out the procedure 
to be followed in making applications to the Patent Office 
for extension of the term of patents under the Act. These 
Rules will come into force on June 1, 1946. 

Copies of the Act (2d. by post 3d.) and of the Rules (1d., 
by post 2d.) can be obtained from the Sale Branch of the 
Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 
W.C.2. 








All classes of 


YARNS AND RAW MATERIALS 


for the Textile Industry 
can be supplied by 


Colonial Wool Company 


Vaughan Street, 
BRADFORD. 


Telegrams: ‘ Colonial”. 
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Downpointing of Women’s Outerwear 


HE Board of Trade wish to remind traders that the 

downpointing concession on women’s outerwear 

(General Licence S.R. & O. 1946 No. 337) which has 
been in operation since March 13, ends on June 7, and that 
after that date the normal coupon rate laid down in the 
Consumer Rationing Order (S.R. & O. 1945 No. 1000) must 
be charged. 

Reimbursement of Coupon Losses suffered by Whole- 
salers and Retailers.—Wholesalers and retailers may claim 
coupons from the Board of Trade if their total stock of 
garments covered by the General Licence is lower at the 
close of business on June 7, 1946, than it was at the opening 
of business on March 13, 1946. Stock gains on garments of 
one type covered by the Licence must be offset against 
stock losses on other types covered by the Licence, and the 
way to do this is shown clearly on the Reimbursement 
Claim Form CR/TRA/95. 

These forms will be obtainable on receipt of a stamped 
addressed envelope about June 7 from the offices of the 
Trade Associations listed below, and no claim can be made 
until after that date. The completed form must be sent to 
the Trade Association from which it was obtained not later 
than July 15,1946. The Trade Associations have agreed to 
handle claims from non-members as well as members, and a 
trader who does not belong to any of the Associations listed 
below should, therefore, send his claim to any one of those 
appropriate to his type of business. Only one claim on 
Form C R/T R A/95, covering all branches of his business, may 
be made by any one trader. 

Wholesalers and retailers in Northern Ireland who are 
not members of any of the Associations should apply to the 


Board of Trade, Howard Buildings, 26 Howard Street, 
Belfast. Similarly, those in the Isle of Man who are not 


members of an Association should apply to the Clothing 
Contro! Division, Government Office, 38/42 Athol Street, 
Douglas, Isle of Man; those in Jersey to the Control of 
Textile and Footwear, 3 Halkett Place, Jersey ; and those 
in Guernsey to the Committee for Control of Essential 
Commodities, ‘‘ Beau Sejour,’’ Guernsey. 


Distributors’ Associations 


The Co-operative Union (Research Dept.), 
House, Hanover Street, Manchester 4. 

The Drapers’ Chamber of Trade, Avon House, 356/366 
Oxford Street, London, W.1. 

The Independent Traders’ Alliance, 283 Corn Exchange 
Buildings, Fennel Street, Manchester 4. 

The London Employers’ Association, 7 Cavendish Square, 
London, W.1. 

The Mail Order Traders’ Association, 47/49 Castle Street, 
Liverpool 2. 

The National Association of Outfitters, 6 
Street, London, S.W.1. 

The National Chamber of Trade, Westminster Chambers, 
3 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 

The National Federation of Credit Traders, 60 Russell 
Square, London, W.C.1. 

The Retail Distributors’ Association, 23 St. George Street, 
Hanover Square, London, W.1. 

The Scottish Association of Men’s Outfitters, 
Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

The Scottish Credit Traders’ Federal Board, 17 Hart 
Street, Edinburgh 1. 

The Scottish Retail Drapers’ Association, 206 Sauchiehall 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

The Wholesale Textile Association, 75 Cannon Street, 
London, E.C.4. 

For each type of garment downpointed, separate details 
will be required of the numbers purchased and sold subject 
to the reduced coupon rates laid down by S.R. & O. 1946 
No. 337, and the difference between the stocks on March 13 
and the stocks on June 7. Traders should maintain their 
records in such a way that their claims may be easily verified 
by Board of Trade Inspectors. 

Wholesalers and retailers who themselves manufacture 
some of the garments which they sell will be able to claim 
on Form CR/TRA/95 only in respect of a fall in stocks of 
garments made by other manufacturers. They may make 
a separate claim in respect of garments of their own 
manufacture on Form CR/TRA/94 obtainable from the 
Trade Associations listed in Press Notice Ref. 508 issued on 
March 9. 

In completing the form the trader should include all 
garments covered by the Licence and not of his own manu- 
facture whether or not they were supplied under circum- 


Holyoake 


Great Smith 


225, St. 


stances in which coupons are required to be collected. He 
will be able to apply quite separately to the Board of Trade in 
the normal way for coupons (at the reduced coupon rating) 
for garments supplied during the period March 13 to June 7 
by export or in other circumstances in which coupons are 
not required to be collected. 





Linoleum Working Party 


The Linoleum Working Party set up to consider pro- 
posals for the future of the linoleum and felt base industry 
has now begun its work and will consider evidence during 
the next few weeks. 

Any persons or organizations wishing to offer suggestions 
regarding the long-term efficiency of this industry are 
invited to write to the Secretary, whose address is IM2B 
Department, Board of Trade, Neville House, Page Street, 
London, S.W.1, outlining their suggestions. 

It is particularly emphasized that the Working Party’s 
function is to consider the long-term efficiency of the 
industry and not short-term reconversion problems. The 
Working Party’s terms of reference are :— 

‘* To examine and inquire into the various schemes and 
suggestions put forward for improvements of organization, 
production and distribution methods and processes in the 
industry, and to report as to the steps which should be 
taken in the national interest to strengthen the industry 
and render it more stable and more capable of meeting 
competition in the home and foreign markets.”’ 

Mr. Mark Hewitson, M.P., has been appointed to serve 
on the Working Party as a trade union representative. The 
Working Party has now held its first meeting in Edinburgh. 








WILSON, SONS & CO., LIMITED 


Require for their South American 
Branches in Brazil, Uruguay and the 
Argentine experienced men with a good 
knowledge of General Merchandise busi- 
ness and Shipping, and able to speak 
Spanish or Portuguese. Good salary and 
prospects for men seeking permanent 
progressive appointments abroad. 


Telephone or write to the Secretary :— 


327, SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDON, E.C.2. 
Telephone No. :—AVEnue 1728. 














ACCURATE MEASUREMENT IS A SIMPLE MATTER WITH 


A BENSON VERNIER GAUGE 





Benson Vernier Calipers are guaranteed accurate 
to B.S.!. specifications. The range covers all the 
standard types. 


BENSON LEATHERS LTD. 


8/11 NEW JOHN STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE 
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Disposal of Government 
Surplus Machine Tools 


A further on-site sale will be opened by the Ministry of 
Supply at Rolls-Royce Ltd., Eighty-One Factory, Lower 
Milehouse Lane, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 29, 1946. This method of selling machine 
tools helps towards the speedy clearance of factory space 
and hastens the bringing into use of up-to-date machine 
tools in British Industry. 

Approximately 600 machine tools will be available for 
sale. 

Machines not sold by 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 4, will be 
for sale by competitive tendering. 

Unsold machine tools will be on view daily between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. from Wednesday, June 5 until Tuesday, June 11, 
and would-be purchasers should visit the Rolls-Royce 
Works during that period to view the surpluses and obtain 
tender forms. Particulars as to procedure will be available 
at the Works. 

Tenderers will be required to certify that the items are 
purchased either for use on production in their own Works, 
as agents for purchasers for use in this country, or as pur- 
chasers on their own account for export. 





Lace Working Party 


The Working Party appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade for the Lace Industry is proceeding with 
consideration of evidence. 

Organizations and individuals interested other than the 
main Trade Associations and Trade Unions in the industry, 
with which the Working Party is in touch, are invited to 
submit schemes or evidence on subjects coming within the 
scope of the inquiry. The terms of reference are: ‘‘ To 
examine and inquire into the various schemes and sug- 
gestions put forward for improvements of organization, 
producti°n and distribution methods and processes in the 
industry, and to report as to the steps which’ should be 
taken in the national interest to strengthen the industry 
and render it more stable and more capable of meeting 
competition in the home and foreign markets.”’ 

It is emphasized that the Working Party is concerned 
only with the long-term problems of the industry. It has 
no authority to deal with questions of wages, nor with 
short-term problems such as shortage of materials, release 
of labour and premises, etc. 

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Lace Working Party, Westminster Buildings, Theatre 
Square, Nottingham. 





Distribution of Sports Goods 


The Board of Trade announce the withdrawal, from 
May 27, of restrictions on the distribution of certain types 
of priority sports goods controlled under the Sports Gear 
(Control of Manufacture and Supply) (No. 2) Order. From 
that date manufacturers will be permitted to supply the 
following goods without receiving Buying Certificates :— 

Football, netball and volleyball bladders and cases, 
boxing gloves, shinguards, hockey and shinty sticks, water 
polo balls, medicine and punch balls, rounder stocks and 
bats, and rounder balls. 

Retailers accordingly need no longer require their 
customers to hand in Buying Certificates for these goods. 

The Board of Trade, however, wish to point out that, 
although there will be no control of the distribution of 
these goods, it will be some time before stocks are plentiful 
in the shops. The present has been chosen as the time for 
the withdrawal of the restriction in order to give retailers 
an opportunity of stocking up before public demand 
Teaches its peak in the autumn. 

The distribution of the remaining types of priority sports 
goods—cricket gear (i.e. bats, balls, stumps and bails, 
leg guards and gloves) and hockey balls—will continue to be 
subject to control, and manufacturers will only be able to 
supply them as at present against Buying Certificates on 
Form PS/1. The Board of Trade will review the position 
of these goods later in the season. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


657 








INDUSTRIAL OPPORTUNITIES 


in the 


DEVELOPMENT AREAS 


(Reprinted from the Board of Trade Journal) 


An official survey of the Development Areas and 
Trading Estates and the duties undertaken by the 
Board of Trade in connection with them. Contains 
detailed information regarding industrial and labour 
conditions and of new undertakings that are now being 
established. 

An invaluable guide to industrialists contemplating the 
establishment of new Industries or the transportation 
of existing industries to districts affording scope for 
expansion. 


Price 6d. By Post 8d. 


HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 


LONDON, W.C.2 - : + . York House, Kingsway 
{Post Orders—P.O. Box No. 559, London, S.E.1] 


EDINBURGH 2 - es 13a, Castle Street 


MANCHESTER2 - - - ° . 39-41, King Street 
CARDIFF - - - - - - 1, St. Andrew's Crescent 
BELFAST - - - - - . - 80, Chichester Street 


OR THROUGH ANY ‘BOOKSELLER 


























i ~ 
YEARS 
OF 


“KNOWING HOW” 


McMichael has not achieved the best 
name in radio by chance. Continual radio 
research over a quarter of a century has 
made McMichael outstanding in tone,range 
and appearance. Know yourself, how good 
really good radio can be—select McMichael. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED 


Ic Michael 


RADIO 
for reliability 


McMichael Radio Limited, Export Department, 
190, Strand, London, W.C.2. Cables: Radiether, London. 
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Industrialists’ Reports on Germany 


experts, who have visited Germany under the auspices 

of the Combined Intelligence Objectives Sub- 
Committee, the British Intelligence Objectives Sub- 
Committee and the Field Information Agency, Technical, 
for the collection of scientific and technical intelligence 
from German industry, are now available for publication. 
Reports, as they are published, will be distributed to the 


Ness reports submitted by teams of industrial 


concerned. <A limited number of copies will also be oy 
public sale and may be ordered from the Sales Offices of 
H.M. Stationery Office at:—York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2; 13a, Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2; 39/41 
King Street, Manchester, 2; 1 St. Andrew’s Crescent, 
Cardiff; and 80 Chichester Street, Belfast, at the prices 
indicated against each Report in the list given below. 
The following additional Reports are now available for 


bt 
or 


chief Public Libraries, to Universities and to Professional distribution as described and for purchase at H.N., = 
and Scientific Institutions and to the Trade Associations Stationery Office :— 

No. of Report Title Price 
CIOS XXVIII—47... High Speed Tunnels and other research in Germany ... aes ... 8s. 6d.(post free 3s. 8d.) 
CIOS XXX—45 Aero Engine Accessories cae + aw eet dt, 9» 38. 2d) 
CIOS XXXII—54 ... Remote Control System for Bomber Gen “Seapedte ; ‘ cos Me CE.{ ,, Bs 43, 8d.) 


Robert Bosch and Deckel Co.: 
equipment. 

Cyclopolyolefines (Paper by Dr. J.W. 
Chemist) Appendix. 

Telefunken Gesellschaft Fur Drahtlose Telegraphie m.b.h., Berlin: 2s. 0d. ( ., » Sema 
Special materials for Radio Valves: Thorium metal, Zirconium 
and other special metals. Special Getters. 

Rheinmetal Borsig A. G. Dusseldorf : Taper Bore Muzzle attachments Os. 6d.( ,, 9 5, 0s. 7d.) 


CIOS D Fuel injection and vehicle electric al 24s. Od.( ., » 24s. 7d.) 





BIOS 137 (Appendix) Reppe, I. G. Farben Research 2s. 0d.( ,, 5, 28. 1d.) 


RIOS 276 


BIOS 322 


BIOS 326 Interrogation of A. Bolihorn, FE. Grages and Dr. Gross, of Deutsche 3s. Od. ( ,, >> 38 2d.) 
Erdol A.G., Berlin: Mineral Oil production. “ 
BIOS 343 __«.. ae German Diesel Engine Industry.. - ve — seo eden 5, >, 2%s. Td.) : 
BIOS 355 Recent advances in the chemistry of ( ‘arbor Mon waide oe ‘oo Shs - 4. Seactea 
BIOS 376 Recovery of Aluminium Alloys from Aircraft Scrap... aie se esa >» 8s. 3d.) 
BIOS 388 _... = Technical Aspect of Pectin manufacture in Germany .« ss SevO0.¢ .; 4s. 2d.) 
BIOS 393... — Development and Production of Electrical Components, especially “of 2a, 00.{ 45 ss Sarde) 
Relays. By Siemens and Halske and other German Firms. 2 
BIOS 396 Report on visit to Germany and Austria to investigate Alloys for use §&s. Od.( ,, >» 988. 3d.) ma 
at High Temperature. : 
BIOS 405 German Biluminous Roofing Feli Industry... 20: 6d:{ 4; »»  SeeBds 
BIOS 426 German Organic Chemical Industry : Maschine nbauan we alt ve enule th £5. 08.( 265. «49. <48nde) 
and Elienberger. oa 
BIOS 4338 Investigation of German Plastics Plants: Part IV. Additional 8s. 6d.( ,, 8s. Od.) 4 


Information on Thermosetting Resins and Processing of Polystyrene 
(Part 1\— X X I X—62, Part2 XN X X I IJ I—23, Part3 BIOS 445). 

The Storage of Grain in Germany with special reference io the Control 4s. 6d.( ., 4, 48. 8d.) 
of Insect Pests. 


BIOS 439 


BIOS 4406 Mesamoll Plasticisers for Polyvinyl Chloride... bas = «es Gs 16 oy A66aa) 
BIOS 445 Manufacture of Sulphate of Copper in Germany ee son OAs: ss Ade 
BIOS 455 Loom making in Germany and Textile Machinery horteutite, s 2a.0d.( .,, 5 2m ddd = 
BIOS 456 Manufacture and use of some German Synthetic Adhesives and ow Ge. 00.4 5; +5 6.30) { 





materials. 
FIAT 407 Fats, Oils and Oilseeds 
FIAT 431 
Germany. 


Survey of the Chlorine and Caustic Plants in W estern and Southern 4s. 6d. 


4s. 2d.) 
4s. 8d.) 


As. Od. 


~ 
* 
. 


2 


FIAT 434 Industrial Heat Treating Furnaces in Germany iy eh oon BES 45 “5 20348) 
FIAT 466 Textile Testing in Germany - yes os se BNOE. es 95 Bd 
FIAT 476 Deep Well Turbine Submersible Pi unip Motors R ie BNO A 55.8 cone BRET 
FIAT 478 Coal Tar Creosote for Wood Preservation during the Wa ar pe riod babgabid 16.300. 55 cus ARS TS) 7 
FIAT 479 Preliminary Survey of Portable Sawing and Drying equipment in 1s. 6d.( ., 4, 1s. 7d.) — 


Germany. 
FIAT 488 Polymerization of Ethylene 
FIAT 498 


F.1.A.T. reports 431, 


Technical Survey of Electric Motor Industry in n Germany ae ee Se ae 
434, 466, 476, 478, 488 and 498 listed above, although released for public inn on May 


2s. 6d. ( os or) 2s. 8d.) 
2s. 8d.) 


18 were omitted from the "Board of Trade Journal of that date owing to pressure of space. 


Where Reports Can be Seen 


Further reports, as they become available for publication will be 
notified from time to time in the Board of Trade Journal and will also 


Croydon Central Library, Town Hall. 
Hendon Public Library, The Burroughs, N.W.4. 
Middlesex County Library, H.Q. Hanworth Road, Hounslow. 


then be available for reference at the following libraries :— Tottenham Central Library, 391 High Road, Tottenham, N.17. 10 

Aberdeen Central Public Library. Edmonton Cent. Library, Lamb and Keats Memorial, Fore St., N.9. 

Barnsley Public Library, Eldon Street. Stratford Central Library, Water Lane, E.15. 

Belfast Central Public Library, Royal Avenue. Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, W.C.2. re 

Birkenhead Central Public Library. Ilford, Essex, Central Library, Oakfield Road. 7 

Birmingham Reference Library. Marylebone Public Library, Marylebone Road, N.W.1. 

Bolton Central Library, Victoria Square. Islington Central Public Library, 68 Holloway Road, N.7. 

Bradford Commercial Reference Library. New Cross Central Library, Lewisham Way, 8.E.14. be 

Bristol Central Library Luton Central Library, George Street. 12 

Cambridge Central Public Library. Manchester Central Library, St. Peters Square. 

Cardiff Central Library. Middlesbrough Central Public Library. 

Chesterfield Public Library. Newcastle-on-Tyne Public Library, New Bridge Street. 

Coventry—Earlsdon Library, Albany Road. Newport, Mon., Central Public Library. i. 

Derby Central Public Library. Northampton Central Public Library, Abingdon Street. 

Dundee Central Public Library, Albert Institute. Norwich Central Public Library. fo 

Edinburgh Public Library, George IV Bridge. Nottingham Public Library. 

Glasgow Commercial Library, 21 Miller Street. Oxford Central Public Library. : W 

Grimsby Public Library. Oxford University Institute of Statistics Library, Balliol College. 

Halifax Centra] Public Library, Belle Vue. Plymouth Public Library, Tavistock Road. Mi 

Huddersfield Public Library and Art Gallery. Portsmouth Central Public Library, Guildhall. Ju 

Hull Central Public Library, Albion Street. Preston, Harris Free Public Library and Museum. F 

Ipswich Central Public Library. Reading Central Public Library. Me. 

Leeds Commercial and Technical Library. Richmond (Surrey) Public Library. 

Leicester Central Library. Sheffield Central Library. Lt 

Liverpool Reference Library, William Brown Street. Southampton Central Public Library. Ge 

London :— Stoke-on-Trent Public Library, Hall, Hanley. Bi 
Guildhall Library, E.C.4. Sunderland Central Library, Borough Road. Ch 


Science Museum Library, South Kensington. 
Southwark Public Library, Walworth Road, S.E.17. 
Westminster Public Library, St. Martin’s Street, W.C.2. 


Swansea Central Public Library. 
Wakefield County Library Headquarters, George Street. 
York Public Library, Museum Street. 
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‘Britain Can Make It’’ Exhibition 


HE Council of Industrial Design, of Tilbury House, 
Petty France, London, S.W.1, have approved the 
following selection panels for various groups of com- 


modities in connection with their Exhibition which will 
open at the Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington, 
on September 24, next :— 





Group 


T. A. Fennemore 
Lady MacGregor of 


B. P. Wyllie 


(a) Wallpaper 
(b) Carpets 


Name 


Organizing Secretary 


Mr. F. Muller 
MacGregor 


Grey Wornum, F.R.I.B.A. 


(b) Furniture, radio cabmete Mrs. M. Allen 


*, F. Muller 


M 


Brian O’Rorke, M.A., F.R.1.B.A. 
John Hooper, O.B.E., F.1.B.D. 


Geoffrey Dunn 
Christopher Hussey 
Sir Kenneth Clark, 


Mrs. M. Allen 


(c) Judges of furnished rooms (excinding 
kitchens) 


radio cabinete 


= 


. J. Beresford Evans for 


ir. L. J. Smith 


K.C.B. 


Allan Walton, R.D.I., N.R.D. 


John Grey, F.R.I.B 
£ (a) Heating, cooking, holloware, domestic 
power appliances, kitchen cutlery and 


grindery 


be. 2.4 
Mrs. A. R. Nilson 
M iss A Edward 

R. A. Duncan, A.R. 


i 


2 (b) Judges of kitchens As in 2(a) above 





2 Garden tools, hand tools. lawn mowers 





Noel Carrington 

J. L. Beddington 

W. M. C. Campbell 

W. J. 
| W. B. Honey 
| H. Trethowan 


4 Pottery and glass 





Mrs. E. H. Mac Dermott 


Howard Robertson, 
Jewellery, plate, cutlery. watehes and | 


clocks 


A. R. Emerson 


Joseph Emberton, F.R.1.B.A. 
erbury, Hon., A.R.1.B.A. 


Se ne er ~—__-———-} 


A., N.R.D. 


Mr. J. Beresford Evans for domestic 
equipment (fuels and lighting fittings) 





Mr. C. Bunyard for hardware and non- 


powered domestic appliances 


I.B.A. 


Mr. L. J. Smith 








| Mr. C. Bunyard 


Bassett Lowke 


a 


Mr. I’. Muller for pottery 
Mr. 


C. Bunyard for glass 


F.R.1.B. 


D> 
> 


». C. Bunyard 


Mrs. Madge Garland 


G. R. Hughes, C.V.O. 





6 Cameras and scientific instruments 


| Dr. H. R. Calvert 


A. J. Philpott, O.B. 


Alfred Whitaker 


7 (a) Toys (inc. children’s bicycles. tricycles H. J. Loveland 

and prams) | Barnett Freedman 
Lady Sempill 

W. R. 


As in 





Davies 

7 (b) Judges of nurseries 7 (a) above 

& Travel goods, light leather goods (other 
than fashion accessories) 





Rosemary Cooper 
T. A. Fennemore 
Jobn Grey, F.R.1.B 
H. Arnold 

9 Packaging 

C. DLO. Pilkington 
John Gloag 

John Ryan 





Walter Lewis 
| J. Cameron Smail, C 


10 Books, printing 


Sir Francis Meynell, 





Dr. G. L. Ridell, F.R.1.C. 


. J. Beresford Evans 


E., M.A., 





Mr. F. Muller 


Mr. F. Muller 


Mr. F. Muller 


A., N.R.D. 


Mr. Alan Jarvis 
Jackson 


Mr. Alan Jarvis 


.B.E., F.R.S.E., LL.D. 
R.D.1. 








James Laver 
Anne Scott James 
Mrs. Evelyn Forbes 


11 Toilet requisites and fancy goods 


— 


12 Educational equipment | 








Henry Morris 
J. H. Markham 
| J. B. Frizell 


| Mr. F. Muller 


Mr. F. Muller 





The following have been approved as selection committees 
for fashions, fabrics and textiles :— 


Women’s Fashions, Accessories and Dress Cloths 

Miss Audrey Withers, Editor, ‘‘ Vogue” Magazine ; 
Miss Anne Scott James, Editor, Harper’s Bazaar ; Mr. Hans 
Juda, International Textiles ; Miss E. Wray, ‘‘ Fashions and 
Fabrics”; Miss P. Panting, ‘‘ Woman and Beauty ” 
Magazine ; Mrs. Madge Garland , Bourne & Hollingsworth, 
Ltd.; The Hon. Mrs. Reginald Fellowes, Author; Miss 
Gardiner, Bon Marche (Liverpool), Ltd. ; Mr. Albert Stead, 
Birmingham Co-operative Society, Ltd. 
Children’s Clothes and Accessories 

Miss Tedd, Fortnum & Mason, Ltd.: Mrs. Woodham. 


Lewis's, Ltd.; Miss A. M. Guppy, Editor, ‘‘ Children’s 


Outfitter.” 
Men’s Clothes, Textiles and Accessories 

Mr. Ashley E. Havinden, Member of the Society of 
Industrial Artists, and a rug and fabrics designer ; Mr. C. F. 
Glenny, Thresher & Glenny, Ltd.; Mr. W. A. Swift; Mr. 
Charles C. Whitelock. 
Furnishing Textiles 

Lady Colefax ; Mrs. Grace Lovat Fraser; Mr. Leigh 
Ashton, Director of Victoria & Albert Museum; Mr. H. 
Gordon, Kendal Milne, Ltd.; Mr Oliver Hill, F.R.1.B.A., 
F.R.S.A., Architect for the British Government Pavilion, 
Paris, 1937 ; Brig.-Gen. R. E. T. Hogg, F. F. Buying Office. 
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Official Announcements 


Coupon Grants for Wholesalers: The Board of Trade 
announce that applications for coupon grants to carry on a 
wholesale business in consumer rationed goods, i.e. clothing, 
textiles and footwear, should now be made to the Board’s 
Regional Offices and not to their Headquarters at North 
Gate. Applications from the following classes of persons 
are considered : 


ex-servicemen and persons released from other national 
service wishing to re-open wholesale businesses in rationed 
goods which they closed on joining the forces or on under- 
taking directable war work ; 

others who closed similar businesses owing to the war ; 

war-disabled new entrants with some previous experience 

in the trade, although not necessarily as principals. 

The address of the local Board of Trade Regional Office 
may be got from any Post Office. 


* 


Coupon-Free Cotton Bunting: In order to free any 
existing stocks, red, white and blue cotton bunting may be 
sold to the public-coupon-free from May 20 to June 8 
provided the price is not more than ls. 3d. a square yard. 
The use of Utility cloth for this purpose is strictly pro- 
hibited. The Board of Trade announce that stocks are not 
large and that no coupon or material replacement can be 
given to traders. 

This concession comes into operation under the General 
Licence (S.R. & O. 1946 No. 707), copies of which are obtain- 
able, price 1d. each, through any bookseller or newsagent 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2. 

* 


Men’s Utility Cotton Handkerchiefs : The Board of Trade 
have issued Directions* which provide for a new specifica- 
tion for men’s Utility handkerchiefs to be made from a 
cloth surplus to Government requirements. 

Details will be found in the Handkerchiefs (No. 4) 
Directions 1946, which come into operation on May 27, 
1946. 

*S.R. & O 1946 No. 699, obtainable, price 1d., through 
any bookseller or newsagent or direct from H.M. Stationery 
Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


* 


Cotton Parachute Quilts : Arrangements are being made 
for the manufacture of a limited number of wadded quilts 
with covering material obtained from the cotton parachutes 
which were declared surplus in January 1946. Material 
reclaimed from either coloured or khaki canopies will be used 
for these quilts, which will bear the Utility mark and be sold 
to the public at prices slightly below those ruling for the 
cheaper type of existing Utility wadded quilts. They will 
be marked ‘‘ P ”’ to distinguish them from the present range 
of Utility wadded quilts. The prices to the public will be: 

Double-bed size, 29s. 9d. 
Single-bed size, 23s. 7d. 
Cot size (Large), 10s. 3d. 


Cot size (Small), 7s. 11d. 


as against prices for the cheaper Utility wadded quilts of : 
Double-bed size, 32s. 11d. 
Single-bed size, 25s. 11d. 
Cot size (Large), 11s. 9d. 
Cot size (Small), 9s. Od. 


Wholesalers and retailers will be permitted to take the 
same percentage mark-up as for other Utility quilts. 


* 


Progress in Reconversion : In the article ‘‘ Progress in 
Reconversion and Civilian Industry, published in the Board 
of Trade Journal of May 18, page 608, under the heading 
‘* Corsets and Brassieres,”’ it was stated that Government 
orders in October-January amounted to 705,000. This 
figure should be 235,000. 


* 


Packing of ‘‘ Hazardous ”’ Cargoes : Shippers are advised 
when applying for registration of cargoes (which for one 


reason or another come within the legal definition of 
‘* hazardous ”’ and, therefore, liable to be refused by shipping 
masters on the grounds that suitable stowage is not avail- 
able) to include in their applications full descriptions of the 
packing of the goods. Delays have been caused by the 
omission of specific details and would have been avoided 
had the shipping companies been fully informed as to the 
type of packing. 


x 


Imported Softwood : In accordance with Clause 12 of the 
Post-War Reconstruction Scheme for Imported Softwood, 
the Timber Control announce that it has been found 
necessary for the current period to be extended beyond 
July 31. The extension is expected, subject to unforeseen 
circumstances, to be for six to eight weeks, and is necessary 
if all quota holders are to have an opportunity of purchasing 
the full amount of their allocations. It has been found 
impracticable at this stage to fix the exact date for the end 
of the period but it is expected that it will be possible to 
announce the date some three to four weeks in advance. 


* 


Directorate of Fertilizers : Mr. E. T. Casdagli, Assistant 
Secretary in the Raw Materials Department, Board of 
Trade, who has also been acting as Director of Fertilizers, 
has vacated the latter post. He has been succeeded as 
Director by Mr. C. S. Campbell, of the Raw Materials 
Department. 


The offices of the Directorate of Fertilizers are still at 
56 Mount Ephraim; Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


* 


Purchases of Bromine: The Board of Trade announce 
that purchases of bromine on Government account have now 
ceased. Government stocks of fixed Bromine will continue 
to be distributed in accordance with existing arrangements, 
at £126 per ton delivered London, subject to adjustment 
for those consumers who give an undertaking to take 
deliveries at a fixed rate per month. 


Supplies of Bromine may also be secured from British 
Ethyl Company, Artillery House, Artillery Row, London, 
S.W.1, or from Palestine Potash Ltd., through their agents 
Charles Tennant Sons & Co. Ltd., 4 Copthall Avenue, 
London, E.C.2. 


* 


Exchange Control Form C.D.3: The Treasury announce 
that in future the Exchange Control Form C.D.3 need not 
be completed for post parcels or packets not exceeding £5 
in value. Other requirements under the Defence (Finance) 
Regulations, in particular those concerning methods of 
payment, are not affected. Export Licence requirements 
remain unchanged. The usual Customs Declaration form 
showing the description and value of the goods will continue 
to be necessary. 

The Treasury also announce that C.D.3 forms for bona 
fide trade samples and printed advertising matter supplied 
without charge need no longer be lodged with a bank for 
approval prior to export. Instead the exporter should 
furnish with the Customs pre-entry, a form C.D.3 bearing 4 
statement that the goods are trade samples, or advertising 
matter supplied without charge. A copy of the packing 
list or advice note should be attached to the C.D.3 form 
in the case of samples. If the circumstances are unusual 
in any way, the exporter is advised, in order to avoid any 
delay at the port, to lodge form C.D.3 with his bank for 
approval as hitherto. 


* 


Walnuts in Brine : The Board of Trade announce that 
with effect from May 22, 1946, they have granted an Open 
General Licence for Walnuts in brine consigned from the 
Netherlands. As a consequence separate licences to import 
them will not be required. 


* 


Books and Printed Matter consigned from the British 
Empire. Amendment of Open General Licence: In Notice 
to Importers No. 170, the Board of Trade announced that 
they had issued an open general licence, and that con- 
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sequently separate licences were not required, for ‘‘ Books, 
printed and other printed matter for reading purposes, 
music, catalogues, trade lists, advertising material, manu- 
gripts, typescripts and like products of duplicating 
machines ’’ consigned from the British Empire. 

They have now amended this open general licence to 


‘‘ Books (excluding periodicals, magazines and the 
like) for reading purposes, printed and published in the 
British Empire ; 

‘‘ Periodicals, magazines, music, catalogues, trade lists, 
advertising material, manuscripts, typescripts and like 
products of duplicating machines.” 

As a consequence it is now necessary that imported books 
for reading purposes must be both printed and published 
in, and consigned from, the British Empire in order to qualify 
for entry under the open general licence. Periodicals, 
magazines, music, catalogues, trade lists, advertising 
material, manuscripts, and like products of duplicating 
machines need be consigned only from within the British 
Empire, 

A similar change has been made as regards the open 
general licence for printed matter consigned from Hire and 
it will be a condition also that books for reading purposes 
consigned from that country must also have been printed 
and published in the British Empire. 


” 
POSTAL SECTION 


Air Mail Service to French Indo-China: The Postmaster 
General announces that air mail letters at 1s. 3d. per 4 oz. 
postcards 7d.) may now be sent to French Indo-China. 
For Cambodia and Cochin China the limit of weight for 
letters is 1 lb. and/or other districts, 1 oz. Registration 
facilities are available only to Cambodia and Cochin China. 


Postal and Telegraph Services with Poland: The Post- 
master General advises that postal correspondence and 
telegrams for those parts of Eastern Germany (including 
part of East Prussia) whith are at present under Polish 
administration should be addressed not to Germany but to 
Poland. The main districts concerned are :— 

Olsztyn (Alienstein) 
Szczecin (Stettin) 
Wroclaw (Breslau) 

Postal correspondence and telegrams for Gdansk (Danzig) 

should also be addressed to Poland. 


* 
MINISTRY OF WORKS 


Distribution of Building Materials: The Ministry of 
Works scheme was introduced on April 25 for the purpose 
of guiding supplies of building materials and components, 
through normal trade channels, to housing and other 
construction work of equal priority. 

Under the scheme, supplies that are available when 
priority demands have been met may be distributed to 
hon-priority work. While materials are scarce certain 
types of work must be curtailed and unessential work must 
be postponed in order that greater numbers of homes may 
be provided. This means that small jobbing builders and 
others who may not be at present on priority work may 
find it necessary to engage in such work so long as the 
shortage of materials lasts. 

There are three classes of work for which building 
materials and components should be released without 
formality, whether or not a building licence is required. 
These are: (a) sanitary repairs and similar emergency 
work; (b) small urgent repairs to safeguard structural 
stability ; and (c) small urgent repairs for which a Statutory 
Notice has been served. 

Distributors have been asked to mect the requirements 
of these classes of work from their stocks. Arrangements 
have also been made for distributors to receive priority 
for the replacement of stocks supplied for these purposes. 

The priority distribution scheme in itself neither increases 
nor decreases the supply of building materials and com- 
ponents. Its aim is to direct supplies to building work 
Where they are most needed so long as the demand for 
urgent priority work continues. 

The Minister of Works is keeping a close watch on the 
working of this scheme, in consultation with the organiza- 
tions mainly concerned, which include the Distributors of 
Building Supplies Joint Council, the National Council of 
Building Material Producers, the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors. 
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* REPORTS FROM EUROPE 
stress the urgent need to 
advertise British Goods 
abroad. 








* THIS officially recognised fact is 
supported by THE BRITISH 
& CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
CHAMBER of COMMERCE 


now in its 25th year of exis- 
tence. 











* TO HELP British Manufacturers 
and Traders the Council has 
decided to issue, at once, a 


SILVER JUBILEE BOOK 


containing facts about the 
latest developments in the 


United Kingdom. 










* THOUSANDS of copies of this book 
will be put right into the 
hands of the most influential 
buyers in Europe through 
the Chamber’s offices and 
representatives in ten 
countries. 









% THE COUNCIL is confident that 
British Manufacturers and 
Traders will take full advan- 
tage of this unique oppor- 
tunity to advertise their 
goods abroad. 











All enquiries should be addressed to :— 
The Secretary, 
THE BRITISH & CENTRAL 
EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
28, CRAVEN STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Phones: WHITEHALL 8827-8 and 2864. 
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Iraq Anxious to Resume Trade with 
United Kingdom 


The following article has been written for the Board of Trade Journal by the Counsclior (Commercial) to the 
British Embassy at Baghdad. 


EFORE the war Iraq was a very good customer of the 

United Kingdom. While during the war her desire for 

British goods did not decrease it could not be satisfied 
and like many other countries she had to be content with 
planned imports of essential goods from: wherever it was 
possible to obtain them. Now Iraq again demands the 
products of British factories and there is every reason to 
belicve that this demand will continue. The United 
Kingdom is equally a good customer of Traq and trade and 
commerce between the two countries can thus be conducted 
with mutual satisfaction. 

In the immediate pre-war years Iraq’s total annual foreign 
trade amounted to approximately £17 million, of which 
imports averaged £94 million, exports including re-exports 
42 million and transit trade 22 million. Of the total imports 
the United Kingdom provided about 30 per cent., followed 
by Japan 18 per cent. (mainly textiles), the U.S.A. 8 per 
cent. (principally motor vehicles and accessories), India 
7 per cent. and Germany 7 per cent. In addition to the 
supply of machinery, equipment and al! classes of consumer 
goods the United Kingdom renders many services to Iraq in 
the form of merchanting, banking, shipping and, when 
requested, advice on matters related to the growing develop- 
ment of the country. 

The main United Kingdom exports to Iraq have been in 
the form of ‘* tron and Steel Manufactures and Machinery ” 
and * Electrical goods,” these two statistical headings each 
accounting for about 20 per cent. of the total, with textiles 
the next most important group—representing about 10 per 
cent. While the United Kingdom, up to the outbreak of the 
war, maintained and even increased the value of her exports 
of metal manufactures and machinery, her trade in cotton 
textiles with Iraq declined in consequence of increased 
Japanese competition. Japan actually captured a large 
share of markets formerly entirely supplied by the United 
Kingdom, a notable example being Yashmaks, a local Arab 
head-dress. 





Agricultural Self-Sufficiency 


Iraq is primarily an agricultural country and, except for 
sugar, tea and coffee, is virtually self-sufficient in essential 
foodstuffs. It is estimated that between 60 and 70 per cent. 
of the total population gain their livelihood directly from 
the land, and in view of their simple needs—mainly food and 
clothing—textiles have formed the most important item of 
import, of which cotton and artificial silk pieccgoods account 
for about 80 per cent. This important trade had become 
almost a monopoly of Japan, who in the three years prior to 
the war supplied slightly more than 80 per cent. of Iraq’s 
total requirements of cotton and artificial silk piecegoods. 
With the elimination of some of the previously prominent 
sources of supply the opportunity is now open for the 
United Kingdom to regain a larger share of certain markets. 
particularly those formerly dominated by Japan and also 
those lost to Germany. There is a genuine desire in Iraq 
for British goods, and it is important that the United 
Kingdom should mect this by the supply of urgent and 
essential requirements with the least possible delay. All 
kinds of common consumer goods are needed as well as 
machinery and plant for the general economic development 
of the country. During the war public works and other 
major building activities were almost stopped, and for lack 
of replacements and repairs utility services have been 
strained to breaking point. 

Exports from Iraq are almost exclusively agricultural 
products, the two biggest items being barley and dates. 
Iraqi barley, though of poor quality according to world 
standards, found a ready market in the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere, while Iraqi dates enjoyed a world-wide sale. 
Other important export items are raw wool, bought mainly 
by the U.S.A., and livestock sent to neighbouring countries. 

The war brought about little change in Iraq’s economy 


until 1941, when a variety of factors forced considerable 
changes. The closing of the Mediterranean and the cessation 
of imports from enemy-occupied countries caused certain 
shortages while the internal disturbances in May 1941 brought 
trade to a virtual standstill. Speculation in all classes of 
goods ensued and this, together with British military expendi- 
ture in the country and decrease in imported supplies, caused 
rapid inflation which was not arrested until the end of 1948. 
Government control over a wide list of commodities was then 
instituted and this, together with a bumper cereal harvest, 
check in the inflationary trend and some fall in 
market prices. 

During the years 1939-1943 there was little change in the 
ratio of the value of Iraq’s imports to her exports, the value 
in each case having increased by about one half. This does 
not mean that the volume of trade had increased. Imports 
were overvalued by duties being assessed on an ad valorem 
basis worked out on current wholesale prices in Iraq, while 
the value of exports had also largely increased during thex 
years. Barley, for instance, in 1937 was worth about £4 per 
ton, whereas in 1943 the price was about £30. 


caused a 


Increase in Purchasing Power 


The effect of the general inflation and the high price 
obtained by cereal growers has been a great increase in the 
purchasing power of the country. Currency in circulation 
has increased from £6 millions immediately prior to the wat 
to £40 millions in 1945. Over the same period Bank deposits 
have increased from £2 million to £18 millions. While 
speculators and importers have made minor fortunes the 
bulk of the money constitutes profits in the hands of the 
cereal-growing landowners for which there has been little 
outlet. The spending power of the fellahin and the indus- 
trial employee has not greatly increased as rates of pay have 
barely kept in step with the increased cost of living. 

The war also caused changes in Iraq’s sources of supply. 
Since her more distant suppliers were shut off by lack of 
shipping it became necessary for imports to be sought from 
adjacent countries. This course was facilitated by the 
establishment of the Middle East Supply Centre, which 
endeavoured to make the Middle East as far as possible self- 
supporting and to arrange for the most economical method of 
supply from more distant loading areas of the essential goods 
which the Middle East countries could not themselves 
produce. One result of the loss of pre-war sources of supply 
was to increase India’s trade with Iraq from about 7 per cent. 
of the total value of imports in 1937 to 56 per cent. in 1948, 
this increase being mainly in cotton textiles to replace those 
formerly obtained from Japan. Palestine also greatly 
increased its trade with Iraq in light manufactures and 
chemicals. 

At the beginning of the war imports from the U.S.A. 
increased owing to the shortage of supply from othe 
markets. After the entry of the U.S.A. into the war this 
increase was checked owing to shipping and exchange 
difficulties. 


Anxious to Import 


As mentioned above, Iraq has accumulated a spending 
power considerably exceeding that of pre-war days. The 
bulk of this is in the hands of individual landowner. 
merchants and dealers who are anxious to import machinery 
equipment and commodities of which they have bee? 
deprived during the war. The Government also has funds 
which it wishes carefully to use on capital developmett 
works. Of these latter, two important projects are already 
in hand, the extension of the railway from Kirkuk to Erbil 
and the completion of the Habbaniyah Flood Relief Scheme. 
Other works in connection with the Railway, the Port o 
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Basra and the Irrigation Department are also projected. 

As regards consumer goods the immediate demand is 
wide, priority being given to necessities such as textiles, 
puilding materials and domestic hardware. There is a good 
narket for motor cars, refrigerators, radios and agricultural 
machinery, common articles of domestic use and fancy goods 
ofall kinds. The pre-war imports into Iraq from Germany 
gad Japan together amounted to about £2 million. There 
yould appear to be no reason why United Kingdom manu- 
facturers Should not fill some of the gap. 

To take a long-term view, as purchasing power accumu- 
ated during the war is expended on present needs, the hope 
of a permanently higher standard of living in Iraq lies in the 
evelopment of her natural resources in the form of agri- 
witural produce and oil. Fulfilment of the projected 
rigation schemes would greatly increase the available 
productive area and, with a growing supply of modern 
wricultural machinery and availability of expert advice, 
the grain and other agricultural production of Iraq should 
yean increasing source of wealth. Arrangements have been 
made to double the capacity of the oil pipe-line from Kirkuk 
wTripoliand Haifa. In addition to increasing employment 
this project should increase the revenue of Iraq and thus 
mable still further development. 


Private Industrial Enterprise 


Private industrial enterprise for the purpose of utilizing 
raw materials available in the country though yet small is 
likely to increase ; a cotton-spinning and weaving mill is in 
the course of construction and work on a brewery and a 
ement factory is expected to start shortly. Such activities 
wil provide more lucrative employment in the towns for 
many Whose purchasing power is at present at a low level. 

Iraqi merchants are accustomed, through long usage, to 
make and accept payments in sterling ; such payments, in 
the case of well-established importers usually being made 
against the production of shipping documents. 

In conclusion, Iraq has in the past welcomed and enjoyed 
the products of United Kingdom industry which has done 
much to assist in the economic development of the country, 
while the United Kingdom has in turn imported much of the 
agricultural products of Iraq. There has thus been estab- 
lished a trade of mutual advantage and a practical friendship 
between ti.e two countries. Iraq is now very anxious to 
rsume ‘* business as usual,” and, like many other countries, 
finds controls, restrictions and short supplies very irksome. 
Merchants are turning to their old connections in the United 
Kingdom and endeavouring to make new ones. While 
wderstanding the enormous effort needed for conversion 
fom war to peace production they are nevertheless impatient 
forthe goods they urgently need. It is, therefore, necessary 
that United Kingdom manufacturers and merchants should 
wspond to orders and enquiries from their Iraqi friends in a 
sympathetic and understanding manner, doing their very 
best to meet the demand and-where necessary affording full 
explanation. Iraq will continue to be a good long-term 
customer of the United Kingdom provided that her present 
ueeds are given the best possible satisfaction. 





Nyasaland Imports and Exports 
in January 


According to the Nyasaland Government Gazetle imports 
ad exports (both excluding goods in transit) during the 
month under review were valued at £128,342 and £172,313 
compared with £92,569 and £155,543 respectively in the 
corresponding period of 1945. 

The principal imports included provisions, preserved, 
‘tuned or bottled fruit, meat, fish, etc., £3,253 as against 
{1,352 a year earlier ; salt, £1,628 (£3,997); spirits, £1,926 
(608); sugar, £3,619 (£2,011); earthenware and china- 
ware, £1,428 (£833); iron, steel, other metal and manu- 
fetures thereof, £1,267 (£3,739); agricultural machinery 
aad implements, £1,668 (£2,184) ; machinery, £1,824 (£985) ; 


, |¥0od and timber, manufactures of, £3,397 (£12); cotton 


wanufactures, £84,965 (£29,414); petrol, £1,880 (£5,949) ; 
dil and grease, non-edible, £2,629 (£4,279) ; paper, station- 
ty, ink, etc., £2,093 (£1,279); and vehicles and parts 
thereof £4,469 (£23,170). 

As regards exports, the chief items were tobacco, leaf, dark 
fired, £36,523 (£3,360); tobacco, strips, dark fired, £6,973 
£23,618); tea, £98,220 (£120,193); beans, £9,141 (£681) ; 
‘otton, £4,529 (£3,156); groundnuts, £1,163 (nil); sisal 
wpe, £1,069 (£685); tung oil, £3,495 (nil); nicotine 
wphate, £1,262 (nil) ; and wood and timber £1,080 (nil). 
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French Glass Industry 


HE following memorandum on the French Glass 

industry is based on an article published in La Vie 

Financiere for April 4, 1946; also upon official 
statistics and reports published by the Ministry of Industrial 
Production. 

The average monthly production of glass in France in 
1938 was 42,034 tons. The production in December 1945 
was 34,843 tons. This rose to 37,226 tons in January, i.e. 
89 per cent. of the 1938 output. In February there was a 
slight fall to 34,889 tons. 

The output for the various types of glass manufactures is 
given in the following table :— 





| 
| 
i 





Type of products Average | January February 
| 1938 | 1946 1946 
in tons 

Plate glass 3,183 | 5,641 | 4,639 
Moulded glass 2,290 | 4,032 | 3,657 
Bottles ... 22,120 15,367 | 14,739 
Tumblers i, Ma 9,556 | 7,941 7,042 
Ampoules and Tubes ... | 573 | 607 622 
Other articles 3,312 | 3,638 4,190 

Lf «| £1,034 37,226 | 34,889 





It will be seen that the production of plate glass and 
moulded glass was well above the 1938 figure, whereas the 
production of bottles and tumblers was less than in 1938, 
and that of ampoules only slightly more. 

The production of the whole of the glass industry in 
February was 83 per cent. of the 1938 monthly average, but 
only 59 per cent. of the production capacity of the industry. 
It is understood that the Verririe Franco-Belge de St. 
Etienne re-started in March, the furnace producing from 
120,000 to 140,000 sq. metres of plate glass per month. 

It is hoped that the glass industry will make an appreci- 
able contribution to the French export campaign. Exports 
of glass before the war were mirrors, tumblers, optical wear 
and watch and clock faces. The French industry was driven 
from most markets by Czechoslovak and Belgian manu- 
facturers. 

With a view to organizing the French industry for exports 
a body known as *‘ Univer ”’ has been set up, grouping three- 
quarters of the French manufacturers of bottles, tumblers, 
etc., and some of the producers of mirrors and glass blowers. 
In the cut glass branch, two-thirds of the production will go 
for export, as will 50 per cent. of the production of ordinary 
tumblers, etc. The export quota of plate glass will be 
limited to 5 per cent. because of the considerable needs for 
reconstruction in France. In other branches such as 
perfume bottles, champagne and cognac bottles, production 
will be almost entirely reserved for export, and will go to the 
perfume and wine and spirit producers. Manufacturers of 
mirrors will be encouraged to enter export markets by the 
granting of priorities in the obtaining of raw materials for . 
this purpose. It is understood also that glass manufacturers 
who export in considerable quantitics will be given a 
priority allocation of fuel to enable them to start up a second 
furnace where at present they have only one in operation. 





Indian Crop Conditions 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statis- 
tics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for 
the weeks ending on the dates given :— 

Madras, April 27: Rainfalls have been light and moderate. 
Standing crops are fair. 

Punjab, May 6: Rainfalls have been light. The con- 
dition of standing crops is generally average to good on 
irrigated areas and under average to average on unirri- 
gated areas. 

Orissa, May 6: There have been light rainfalls. Standing 
crops, including sugarcane and tobacco, are generally 
thriving. 

Central Provinces and Berar, May 4: The weather is 
generally clear. Threshing and winnowing of rabi crops 
are almost over. 

Assam, May 6: The weather is seasonable 
prospects of crop outturn are generally fair. 


and the 
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Canadian Exports of Penicillin 


CCORDING to a report prepared by the Export 

Division, Foreign Trade Service, recently appearing 

in Commercial Intelligence Journal, published by the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, penicillin 
produced in Canada was first offered to foreign markets in 
January 1945. While over-all statistics of exports are not 
yet available, the incomplete figures show that, in the 
period which has since elapsed, Canada has attained a strong 
position in the export of this new drug. The large shipments 
which are now going forward afford evidence that the 
Canadian product has had a good reception abroad. 


Exports of penicillin from Canada have been made to 
almost all foreign markets. U.N.R.R.A. has procured large 
amounts for the liberated countries of Europe and the Ear 
East and has requested further substantial quantities for 
the present year. It may be noted here that U.N.R.R.A. is 
building penicillin production units in Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia and Yugoslavia and that the nucleus of the 
technical staff for these plants is being trained in a Canadian 
laboratory. Equipment is also being obtained in Canada 
for these units, which will enable the liberated areas to 
obtain continuing supplies that will be urgently required 
after U.N.R.R.A. deliveries cease. 


The Canadian Export Board has been purchasing sub- 
stantial quantities of penicillin for the government purchas- 
ing agencies of European countries, such as the French 
Supply Council, Belgian Economic Mission, and the Nether- 
lands Purchasing Commission. The Canadian United 
Allied Relief Fund also procured large amounts during 1945 
and made shipments to the following European countries : 


Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, G reece, 
Holland, Poland, Russia and Yugoslavia. 

Many enquiries for Canadian penicillin have been receive 
from the Latin American countries, Brazil being particularly 
interested in obtaining supplies in the forms of cream and 
tablets. The British West Indies and Cuba have also shown 
an active interest in importing the drug from Canada, and 
there have been other inquiries from the Middle East, 
particularly from Egypt and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, 
Australia is producing sufficient penicillin for her own needs 
and those of New Zealand. 

Indicative of the practically world-wide demand and 
market for this drug, air shipments from Canada have been 
made, among others, to as widely separated countries as 
Poland, Iceland, India and China. 

Penicillin has recently been placed under export control, 
due to the fact that considerable amounts were beginning to 
enter Canada from United States sources for re-export, 
since in the United States this drug is under export quota to 
all countries except Canada, it was realized that shipments 
could only be controlled by this method. However, it 
should be stressed that favourable consideration will be 
given applications for export permits to meet all require- 
ments, including supplies for new markets. 

In view of the present world shortage of penicillin the 
prospects of continuing large shipments from Canada are 
favourable. In the interest of future export trade in this 
product, it is to be hoped that Canadian manufacturers and 
exporters will make every effort to supply small shipments, 
at least, to all new markets in order to establish the Canadian 
product. 





Economic Position 


HE general economic situation of the Netherlands, 
which after the liberation showed a tendency towards 
steady recovery, settled down, after a decline in 
December, to something like consolidation during the past 


in the Netherlands 


months. Recently there has been a more rapid improvement, 
The following index figures of production, taken from a 

publication of the Central Bureau of Statistics, will give an 

idea of the course of production in the past months. 














Basis | July Aug. | Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. 
Branch of Industry = 100 1945 1945 1945 1945 1945 1945 1946 1946 
Fuel :— | | } 
Coal . 1938 36 36 42 55 54 45 55 52 
Building materials 
Cement 1938 wt * * 98 101 85 69 50 
Roofing tiles : 1938 27 28 37 52 61 58 59 56 
Chalky sandstone ... 1938 Tt t t 0-3 2 5 7 8 
Building bricks 1938 5 6 7 ll 23 33 At 43 
Paving bricks 1938 0-4 0-5 0:7 1 4 6 28 28 
Chemical products :— 
Phosphatic fertilizers 1938 t 2 9 21 61 65 78 106 
j, Nitrogenous fertilizers 1938 15 21 23 28 26 34 34 38 
Soap (sales) ... 1938 2 1 2 2 13 25 69 * 
Timber :— 
Doors 1938 * * * * * * 52 — 
Three-ply wood 1938 e * * * 7 ys 201 -- 
| 
Metal products :— 
Rolling products of iron and 
steel 1940 tT 4 + 16 50 57 61 22 
Leaden tubing and ‘sheet. 1940 13 20 38 67 79 86 83 86 
Iron castings 1938 20 21 29 42 48 44 54 55 
Steel window frames and 
doors = ce 1938 7 8 10 15 21 16 32 37 
Tinplate packing 1938 33 40 44 51 53 49 66 35 
Bicycles - 1938 1 0-4 3 4 8 8 8 6 
Nails and tac ‘ks 1938 25 13 24 37 37 36 62 67 
Textiles :— 
Cotton spinning . . 1938 2 4 ll 19 27 27 35 33 
Cotton and linen weaving 1938 2 5 8 10 15 21 25 25 
Food and luxuries :— 
Butter a" a month 
1938 = 100) 48 55 54 60 49 38 29 22 
Cheese (do.) 47 52 43 37 9 2 1 0-8 
Beer ... 1938 55 96 120 114 83 142 — -- 
Chocolate 1938 1 2 23 61 78 74 99 96 
Cigars 1938 15 21 25 33 37 36 -- -- 
Cigarettes 1938 23 32 45 85 85 65 — -- 
Tobacco 1938 1 7 22 35 31 33 ~- — 
Salt ... 1938 * * * * * * 95 th 






































* No data available. 


+ No production. 
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Bo you know that Layton Service and their vast experience is at your 

offers a complete advertising service, disposal for that publicity for which 
en from an original selling idea to the you do not normally employ an 
ing finished job in print? advertising agent, or in the closest 
he There are over 1,000. specialists at co-operation with your agent, where 
“ Laytons, from Artists to Stereotypers one is employed. 


Plastic Stereos for Overseas 


4), These light-weight stereos are only 
OV one of the ways in which Layton 
Ea, Service can help you. Very light, 

Cr they are easily packed for economic 


despatch by airmail. 





Make a point of investigating 
OC. d E. Layton Limited 


how Layton Service can help your 


Publicity Department or your 





advertising agent. 





CREATIVE ARTISTS, PHOTOGRAPHERS, PROCESS ENGRAVERS, ADVERTISEMENT 
TYPESETTERS, ELECTROTYPERS, STEREOTYPERS 








Standard House, Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, Central 2020 
Midland Sales Office: 4 Bingley Hall Buildings, King Alfred’s Place, Broad St., Birmingham 1. Midland 0015 

















666 


World Wheat Production 
and Exportable Surplus 


HE over-all position with respect to wheat has varied 
Tiitti during the past month, states the Dominion 

Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Supplies to date have 
been coming forward more or less in accordance with past 
commitments. No change has been made in the estimate 
of the world’s exportable surplus of 11 million to 12 million 
long tons, but a re-check of deficit areas indicates that the 
estimate of requirements of over 17 million long tons quoted 
last month should be revised upward by at least 20 per cent. 


The failure of the Indian Monsoon, the droughts which 
struck France and North Africa, the lack of adequate 


fertilizer supplies, and the dislocations occasioned by war 
took a heavy toll of food production in Europe, Asia and 
Africa last year. This, combined with below-average crops 
in three of the four large exporting countries, inevitably 
brought about the current shortage. The United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Office of Foreign Agricultura! 
Relations states that the 1945 world wheat production of 
5,200 million bushels was the smallest since 1929 and 8 per 
cent. less than in 1944. 

Further programmes intended to reduce domestic 
sumption of foodstuffs, thereby providing additional export- 
able supplies, have been announced by both the Canadian 
and United States Governments. Canada hopes to increase 
her available exportable surplus by reducing the amount of 
wheat used by distillers and millers, by encouraging con- 
servation practices, and by offering certain concessions to 
farmers which will permit them to deliver their old wheat 
now aud take cash settiement any time in 1946, 1947 or 
1948. President Truman has established a Famine Emer- 
gency Committee to draw up recommendations and to 
institute programmes designed to reduce appreciably the 
quantities of wheat, fats and oils used by householders and 
by hotels, restaurants and other members of the public- 
feeding industry. 

Prospective Plantings 

The United States Crop Reporting Board states in a 
release of March 20 on prospective plantings for 1946 that 
“farmers are responding to the currently heavy peacetime 
demands upon them and their farms in much the same 
manner that resulted in four successive seasons of heavy 
wartime production. An acreage of principal crops equal- 
ling the relatively high level of recent years will be planted 
this year if weather permits farmers to carry out their 
plans as reported in March to the Crop Reporting Board. 
Producers anticipate that they will have to contend with 
more than usual difficulty with respect to certain major 
factors essential to their operations, chiefly in the matter of 
adequacy of the supply of hired labour and new machinery 
for replacements.” 

In a report issued by the Argentine Ministry of Agriculture 
the exportable wheat surplus, as of February 15, was placed 
at 69-7 million bushels. When compared with the January 
15 estimate of 69-4 million bushels and making allowance 
for 2-5 million bushels exported during that four-week 
period, it will be noted that an upward revision of nearly 
three million bushels was made. 

As in the case of Argentina, Australian wheat prices to 
farmers may be a deciding factor in the acreage sown to 
wheat this year. The acreage goal has been set at 15-5 
million acres, but private opinion doubts whether this can be 
achieved unless prices are raised substantially. Australian 
exports since the first of the year have averaged nearly a 
million bushels a w eek, all to non-European destinations. 


Canadian and U.S. Exports 

In their endeavour to prevent widespread starvation in 
Europe, Canada and the United States are exporting wheat 
as quickly as ocean and rail transport can be made available. 
So far there has been no substantial assistance from 
Australia, Argentina, Russia or the Balkans, and European 
supplies are running very short. It is reported that Italy 
will add 20 per cent. of oat flour to the standard bread flour 
and that Belgium is going to mix wheat and rye flour for 
bread-making. France expects some wheat from Russia to 
help maintain her present bread ration until the home crops 
are harvested in August. 

furopean crops of winter wheat appear much more 
favourable than they did a year ago. With larger acreages 
and some improvement in fertilizer supplies, it is expected 
that the out-turn may be considerably larger this year. 
Beneficial rains in the Mediterranean area have dispelled all 
fears of drought for this season. 


con- 
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Dutch Production Index 
Figures for March 1946 


The table below gives Dutch production index figures 
for March 1946, with revised figures for Fe ebruary 1946, 
The comparison is based on 1938 figures as represented 
by 100. 


1946 
Product or Branch of Industry. Jan. Feb. March 
Fuel: 
Coal ie cap oe ae = a3 56 
Public Works 
Electricity swe we ie — — 109 
Do. same month 1938 =100 be “= — 109 
Gas ° er -— —— 78 
Do. same naomth 19: 338 —~100 aes —— = 73 
Water Peis cae — oy" m= -— 111 
Building Materials 
Cement... ees as oon — —- 70 
Roof-tiles ... ie oe hos —- — 54 
Salt glazed drains 4 ie — — 70 
Sand lime bricks ... oats eae _- -— 7 
Bricks eS bee gs on <= 44 46 
Cobble stdnes be as 485 — — 3 
Chemical Products 
Benzol products ... be = —~ 99 = 
P a ite fertilizers es bis oo 101 107 
Coa lta ose eee ese —- bv — 
Conitar pitch oa Sa — — 5s — 
Nitrogeneous fertilizers ... — 38 13 
of which Sulphate of Ammonia “f 3 
Soap pee eee oes xe _- 37 -— 
Wood Industry 
Doors (all kinds) such as 53 53 {| 
Front doors 9 1] 17 
Inside doors 55 54 12 
Veneer 140 120 13% 
Plywood 242 251 310 
Metal Products 
Rolled Products of [ron and Steel --- —— 31 
Precision Tubes ... wan Bee --- —- 85 
Installation Tubes an cite — —— 58 
Iron Castwork (without betes 2s <a 65 
Shop Machines ... or — _ —~ 
Doors and Windows (steel) gi — — yf 
Furniture (sheet plate) ... sae = = 43 
(metal tube) ... bs —- 113 = 
Mz sitresse s (steel wire) ... an a 45 58 
Coal stoves and furnaces see — — — 
Plate radiators... — aor — — 29 
Gas meters che hie — one - 43 
Tinplate packing eee eee — a 48 
Pressed en: ame! ware ane Sais — _- 63 
Cast sé ‘> ae aoe — se -— 
Bicycles... sisi eee i — — 8 
Motor Bicycles ... ee oP --- —- _ 
Carrier Tricycles ... on ‘<5 —- -- 28 
Cycle Saddles... eee ve — a 51 
Wire nail and nails a ‘ae — -s 64 
Barbed wire ahs — sie oo — 3 
Screws and Nuts ane ae — 67 75 
Riveting Nails... a si —_— on 26 
Textile Industry 
Cotton and Linen Weaving Mills — 26 -— 
Jersey Industry ... see pe _— 46 — 
Foodstuffs and Luxuries 
Butter = oe —— —- 22 
Do. same month ‘1938 =100 ise -- — 24 
Cheese... cere — — 20 
Do. same month 1988 = 100 ist — 0°7 25 
Milk Powder = sii _- — 0°6 
Do. same month 1938 =100 ies os — 0°6 
Margerine — —_ _ 
Potato Flour = see — 22 —_ — 
Beer os — cai 56 115 114 — 
Cocoa Powder _— _ ipa — 42 49 
Sugar : ove —_ 12 _ 
Do. same month 1938 = =100 coh — 36 aes 
Chocolate . “ae ” oe mo 102 110 
Cigars eee see eee cs AT 45 — 
Cigarettes eee as a 80 72 — 
Tobacco cae ae 41 26 — 
Tinned Meat Factories as = 31 came po 
Salt — sts — ame -- 58 51 
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THERES A FUTURE 
IN FARMING WITH 


If you’re on the look-out for 
a British designed and made Diesel Crawler Tractor, study the 
points of the Fowler FD3 now available, for broad-acre work. 
This Fowler Diesel Crawler Tractor embodies farm-power as 
Fowler’s have developed it in 96 years of service, 


and new strength of pull at the draw-bar has ¢ 
been secured with a new low minimum ground q) 











OWLEp 





pressure. 
It will be a pleasure to demonstrate, to talk running or ae 
costs, in short, to show you the paces of a team of : 
35 h.p. harnessed for your needs, 


JOHN FOWLER & CO. (LEEDS) LTD. LEEDS 10 





Ly” DIESEL CRAWLER TRACTORS 





“Tubes and Bars bent 
cold and unloaded? 


l’s simple t” = 


a 


——— 1 
— 









Says SAM STAFFA 


The neo PORTABLE “ STAFFA” 2-STAGE HYDRAULIC 
BENDING MACHINE (with various accessories) enables you 
0 bend—cold and unloaded—steel gas and steam tubes from 
}in—3fin. bore ; flat bars up to 4 in. x }in. section, and 1} in.— 
2in, dia. conduit. i 
The oil hydraulic system is of all-metal construction, capable of 
developing a bending force of 10 tons. An automatic “cut-out” 
valve enables both small and large sections to be bent with 
maximum speed. 
For smaller sections, use the “STAFFA” HAND BAR BENDER. 
This robust bench-mounting machine bends rounds up to # in. 
tia.: tubes up to } in. bore; copper tubes and conduit up to 1 in. dia. 
lo there is the ““STAFFA” PRE- 
CISION HAND BENDING 
MACHINE suitable for light gauge 
qbing, steam and gas tubing, rounds and 
ts, 


Despatch from stock. No permits woe y 
required. Full details from Products Sigs DucTs 
A 


artment. 3 
COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES LTD: 
‘afta Works, Leyton, E.10. LEYtonstone 3678 
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Should you be planning to share 
in Canada’s post-war promise 
of prosperity, enquiries are 
welcomed by Canada’s 


> 


BANK OF MONTREAL 
47 Theeadncedle Street, London 


Head Office: MONTREAL 
Over 470 Branches throughout Canada 


Assets Exceed $1,700,000,000 
Incorporated in Canada in 1817 with Limited Liability 











Joseph Brennan 
& Co., Ltd. 


can supply an abundant variety of 


RAW MATERIAL 
for the 
TEXTILE INDUSTRY 





Send your enquiries 


178, Sunbridge Road, Bradford 


(ENGLAND) 
Telegrams: “ PERPETUAL” 








UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 





THE TRANSVAAL, Northernmost Province of the Union, was 
united in 1910 with Natal, the Orange Free State and the Cape 
of Good Hope, to form the Union of South Africa, and is world 
famous for its vast mineral wealth. The Witwatersrand Goldfield 
is chiefly remarkable for the continuity of values found in the 
ore body. In February 1886, a rich outcrop of what is now 
known as the ‘‘ Main Reef Leader” was discovered on the farm 
‘‘Langlaagte”. Since that day over 400 million ounces of fine 
gold have been produced on the Rand, its realised value being 
more than £2,000,000,000. The agricultural production of the 
Province is important and its activities include fruit farming 
(citrus and deciduous) and the growing of maize, tobacco and 
cotton. Stock raising, and particularly the breeding of merino 
sheep, is an important industry on the High Veld. The South 
African Head Office of the Bank is ia Pretoria, and 
there are over 350 branches in the Union. Those 
concerned with trade in Africa, the Mediterranean 
or the West Indies, are invited to communicate 
with :-— 





BARCLAYS BANK 
(DOMINION, COLONIAL & OVERSEAS) 


LONDON, £E.C.3., 
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Purchase Tes 3° ° each 


Obtainable only frem Retailers 


JAMES NEILL & CO. (SHEFFIELD) LTD. 
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A comprehensive range of 


RAW MATERIAL 


for the Textile Industry 
is available through the 
old established firm of 


HUTTON & CO., LID. 


BRADFORD. 


a9 


Telegrams: ‘ Paquito 


























wot! NO voices! 


Fl tell you what! 


YOu aan get 
EXPORT CERTIFIED INVOICES 


from Shaw’s—prescribed for all British Overseas 
Dominions, printed on Bank or Air Mail weight 
paper—per return. 


Too, they will help and give you the benefit 
of their specialised knowledge of Invoice require- 
ments for all foreign countries. 


BETTER stili—be subscribers to 


“SHAW’S EXPORTERS’ GUIDE" 


published monthly at £1: 1:0 per annum. 
Full information as to Invoicing requirements, 
Consular Invoices, Certification of Invoices, Fees 
for Visa or Legalisation, etc., Shipment and 
Parcel Post consignments. Each Issue embodies 
up-to-date Information. 


A. C. SHAW & CO. LTD., 


127 CHEAPSIDE, 


LONDON, 


Phone : MONarch 9417 (3 lines) 


E.¢.2 
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Southern Rhodesian 
Mineral Output 


HE value of the Colony’s mineral production declined 
LEE from £639,865 in December 1945, to £627,648 

in January 1946, a reduction of £12,217, states the 
Economic and Statistical Bulletin of Southern Rhodesia, 
Compared with January 1945, the value of the output during 
January shows a reduction of nearly £85,000. This 
decrease is largely accounted for by a reduced production of 
gold, chrome ore and tungsten concentrates during the past 
twelve months. 


Gold.—The production of gold declined from 45,620 ozs, 
(£392,906 in December 1945) to 45,261 ozs. (£389,810) in 
January 1946. 


Asbestos.—The monthly output of asbestos has not varied 
to any great extent during the past four years. In January 
1946, 4,665 tons, valued at £145,485, were produced, as 
compared with 4,692 tons (£140,370) during the previous 
month. 

Chrome Ore.—The decline in the output of chrome ore 
continued in January, when 12,996 tons, valued at £26,930, 
were produced, as compared with 15,267 tons (£29,739) in 
December 1945. The decline is most marked when the 
production during January is compared with that for 
January 1945, when over 30,000 tons, valued at nearly 
£62,000, were produced. 

Coal.—The production of coal in January, 143,731 tons 
(£52,413) showed a slight increase of nearly 2,000 tons over 
the December 1945 figure of 141,831 tons (£51,963). Com- 
pared with January 1945, when 169,441 tons were produced, 
the output during January 1946 was nearly 26,000 tons 
lower. 

Tungsten Concenirates.—The January production of 
tungsten concentrates of 4 tons was the same as that of the 
previous month. Owing to a decrease in the price per ton, 
however, the value of the January production was lower 
than that of December. In January of last year, 35 tons of 
tungsten concentrates, valued at £8,591, was produced. 


Tin Concentrates.—There was a slight increase in the 
output of tin concentrates in January, when 20 tons (£3,894) 
were produced, as compared with 15 tons (£2,930) in 
December. There has been little variation during the past 
three or four years in the production of tin concentrates and 
in January 1945 the output was 19 tons (£3,121). 


Other Minerals and Metals.—The value of other minerals 
produced in January 1946 was £8,356. This total was made 
up as follows :—iron pyrites, 2,807 tons, valued at £2,591; 
mica, 4 tons (£1,635) ; magnesite, 754 tons (£1,545) ; silver, 

7,961 ozs. (£1,460); limestone, 9,963 tons (£834); copper 
ore, 3 tons (£94); clay, 609 tons (£91); arsenic, 28 tons 
(£85); and quartz, 76 tons (£21). 


Dairy Production 


Butier._In January 1946 creameries purchased 129,03! 
lbs. of butter-fat, as compared with 85,476 Ibs. in December 
1945. As a result of this increased purchasing, butter 
manufactured in January totalled 154,937 Ibs., an increas? 
of 48,016 Ibs. over the December 1945 figure. 


Stocks of butter held at the end of January totalled 
182,612 lIbs., an increase of 67,186 Ibs. over the previous 
month, but almost 15,000 lbs. less than the stocks held at 
the end of January 1945. A study of the figures of stocks 
held during the past 18 months reveals that the January 
1946 figure is slightly less than the average amount held at 
the end of each month during that period. 


Cheese.—A record total of 109,599 Ibs. of cheese was 
manufactured in January 1946. The previous highest 
figure recorded was that of 90,266 lbs. in January 1945. 


Stocks held at the end of January 1946 amounted # 
174,299 lbs. and this was also a record for the Colony. 








Save for 
Prosperity 


INVEST YOUR SAVINGS IN] NATIONAL’ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
DEFENCE BONDS, POST OFFICE AND TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANKS 


CR red by the Fational Seriage Oormniites 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 





India Imports: Revised 
Open General Licence 


he India Supply Commission announces that the 
Government of India have further extended the scope 
of Open General Licence No. VII (details of which were 
given in the Board of Trade Journal, March 2, 1946, 
pp. 243, and subsequent notices) by the addition of the 
following items :— 




















Part and | | 
Serial No. of | Item No. of 
the item in | Name of the Indian 
the Import | Article Customs 
Trade Control | | Tariff 
Notification j 
Past Ill | H 
4 (3) 'Dyeing, Bleaching, Mercerising} 72 (C) 
| and Calendering Machines 
4 (5) ‘ YXomponent parts, excluding) 72 (3 
hosiery needles, as defined in 
Item No. 72 (8) of the First 
' Schedule to the Indian Tariff 
Act, 1934, of machinery re- 
quired for textile industries 
| other than jute and hemp but 
| excluding those covered by 
Serial No. 68 of Part V of the 
Schedule and also excluding 
; card clothing and card sundries 
5 (i) ‘The following textile machinery} 72 (1) 
and apparatus by whatever 
| power operated when required 
| for textile industries other than 
| jute and hemp, namely :— 
Card lacing frames 
| Comber boards and comber' 
board frames 
Cone winding machines 
| Cotton yarn reeling mac shines. 
Dobbies 
Dobby cards 
Doubling machines 
Drawing and denting hooks 
Hank boiler 
Harness building frames 
Harness linen cords 
Heald cords | 
Heald knitting machines | 
Heald knitting needles 
Jacquard 
Jacquard cards 
Jacquard machines 
Latices and lags for dobbies 
Lingoes 
Mail eyes 
Multiple box sleys | 
Pianos card cutting machines| 
Picking sticks 
Printing machines 
Punching plates for jac- 
quard cards 
Roller skins | 
Sewing thread balls making} 
machines | 
Shuttles | 
Sizing machines | 
Solid border sleys } 
Swivel sleys | 
Take up motions 
Tape looms 
Tape sleys } 
Temples 
Warping mills | 
Warp weft preparation ma-| 
chinery 
' Wooden winders \ 
3 (2) \Component parts as defined in| 72 (3 


Import Tariff, Item No. 72 (3), 
of machinery specified above 
| excluding those covered by 
| Serial No. 68 of Part V of the 
Schedule and also excluding 
card clothing and card sundries 











Indian Tariff Board 
Applications 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India reports by 
telegram, that, in addition to claims from certain industries 
already referred to the Tariff Board, the Government of 
India have decided to forward to the Board for investi- 
gation applications received from the following industries :— 


Sodium sulphide ; chloroform ; ether, sulphuric PB and 

anaesthetic ; potassium permanganate ; bicycles ; 

sewing machines; plywood tea-chests; sodium meta- 
bisulphite and potassium meta-bisulphite. 

Firms or persons interested who desire that their views 
should be considered by the Tariff Board should address 
their representations to the Secretary, Tariff Board, 
Caltex House, Ballard Estate, Bombay. 


United Kingdom trade interests are reminded however, 
that the Board of Trade, Export Promotion Department, 
35 Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, will be glad to advise 
and assist in the preparation and submission of representa- 
tions to the Tariff Board. 





Eire 


Importation of Dried Peas Prohibited: The United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Dublin has reported that 
the Minister for Agriculture has made an Order under the 
Agricultural Products (Regulation of Import) Act, 1938, 
prohibiting from April 17, 1946, the importation, except 
under licence, of dried peas. 





Fiji 
Import Restrictions: The Fiji Royal Gazette Supplement 
of February 13, 1946, contains a copy of a notice dated 
February 8, which grants Open leave and licence in respect 
of Item No. 99—Matches, as defined in Schedule I to the 
Customs Duties Ordinance, 1928. 





Kenya and Uganda 


Approved Invoicing Procedure : The Board of Trade have 
received a copy of a notice to importers, dated April 27, 
1946, made by the Commissioner of Customs, for Kenya and 
Uganda, which reads as follows :— 

** Owing to the fact that the booklet ‘Invoicing Procedure’ 
was not published until some time after the published 
amendment to the law it was not considered desirable to 
impose a time limit (after which no more suppliers invoices 
in unapproved form would be accepted) to covering invoices 
from Buying Agents. At the same time importers and 
others are advised that buying agents’, confirming houses’ 
and shippers’ covering invoices must be on the approved 
forms. Up to the present, no buying agents’ invoices in 
unapproved form have been rejected if in other respects 
they are satisfactory, and they are supported by suppliers 
invoices in correct form, but if importers do not impress on 
their agents the necessity for the use of approved forms, & 
time limit will be set after which all invoices in form other 
than that prescribed will be rejected. 

If goods are supplied by manufacturers or by suppliers 
through the medium of buying agents, and the buying 
agents’ invoices are in the approved form, then the accom- 
panying manufacturers’ or suppliers’ invoices need not be 
in the approved form.’’ 

For Certificate of Value and Invoice see Board of Trade 
Journal, September 15, 1945, page 451. 
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New Zealand 


Import Licensing. Tenth Period: The Board of Trade 
have received information from H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
Wellington, that futher amendments have been made to the 
Import Licensing Schedule for the 1946 period (see also 
Board of Trade Journal, May 11, 1946, page 589). 

Tariff Items. 

Ex. 52 (1) Almonds and nuts, all kinds, N.E.I. (except 
peanuts). The allocation for imports of these 
goods has been increased from 100 to 150 per 
cent. of 1944 licences. 

Ex. 196 (1) Shoes N.E.I. composed of canvas with rubber 
soles solutioned to the uppers. Licences for 
imports of Shoes N.E.I., composed of canvas 
with rubber soles solutioned to the uppers, 
including goloshes and overshoes from the 
United Kingdom and other British countries 
may be granted to the extent of 80 per cent. of 
the value of the applicant’s imports from all 
sources in 1938 of all goods classified under 
Tariff item 196 (1). Any licences granted will 
be available for imports up to December 31, 
1946, only. 

3 (1) Aluminium holloware for domestic use. Licences 

for imports of these goods from the United 

Kingdom may be granted for amounts equiva- 

lent to 50 per cent. of the value of the appli- 

cant’s imports of similar goods from the same 

source in 1938. 

Pictures for the Manufacture of Calendars, etc. 

The allocation for imports of these goods has 

been increased from 100 to 150 per cent. of 

the amounts of licences issued for similar imports 

in 1945. 


Bx. 35€ 
(b) 


Bx. 448 





Union of South Africa 


Application for Increase in Customs Duty : Notice No. 314 
of 1946, published in the Union of South Africa Government 
Gazette of April 5, 1946, states that the Board of Trade and 
Industries has received representations for an increase in 
Customs Duty as follows :— 

Metal watch straps: Amount of duty not stated. 

Any United Kingdom firm or trade association desiring 
to make representations to the Board of Trade and Indus- 
tries in respect of the above item should communicate as 
soon as possible with the Board of Trade, Export Promotion 
Department, 35 Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, quoting 
reference 16039/109B/46 and supplying copies of all letters 
and enclosures in quadruplicate. 





Australia 


Tariff Board Enquiry—Plastics Industry : The Australian 
Ministry of Trade and Customs is to refer to the Tariff 
Board the question of the development of the plastics 
industry through suitable government assistance. It is 
intended that this assistance should be given, not by 
protective import duties, but by reduction of costs to the 
industry of its raw materials, if necessary by the granting 
of bounties. At the same time full consideration will be 
given to the likely effects of such assistance on industries 
other than the plastics industry. 

Any United Kingdom firm wishing to give evidence at 
this enquiry should communicate at once with the Board 
of Trade (Export Promotion Department), 35 Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1, quoting reference No. 19287/20/44. 





The maximum holding of 
8% DEFENCE BONDS | 
has been raised from 


£1500 to £2000 
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New Zealand Customs 
Decisions 


ARTICULARS are given below of some further 

decisions of the New Zealand Customs Department 

regarding the classification of various articles under 
the New Zealand Tariff :— 





Rate of 
duty 
under the 
British 
Preferen- 
tial Tarifi 


Classified 
under 
Tariff 

| Item No. 


Goods 





Animal glands or tissues, preparations made | 
from, viz. :—Di-iodo- — (Revised | 
decision.) : : ‘ | 


Articles and materials lines for and to be | 
used solely in, the fabrication or repair of 
goods within New Zealand :— 

Textile piece-goods, viz. :— 
Union Textiles N.E.I., in the piece, 
tubular woven, the invoice price of 
which does not exceed the equivalent 
of 2s. 7d. per square yard of material if 
opened out, when cut up, and made into 
underclothing in accordance with the 
conditions applicable to union textiles 
under T.I. 187. (Revised decision.) ... 


Union textiles N.E.I., in the piece, 50 in. 
to 56 in. wide, the invoice price of 
which does not exceed 4s. per yard, 
when cut up and made into shirts, 
pyjamas, or underclothing in accord- 
ance with the conditions applicable to 
union textiles underT.I. 187. (Revised 
decision.)... a 


120(1) 


448 Free 


448 Free 


neiinieniattinn seit rubber 
oil-retaining collars for, on declaration 
that they will be used only in the manu- 
facture or repair of washing-machines... 


Articles N.E.I., viz. :— 
Casein, erinoid, galalith, karolith, and 
similar substances produced from milk, 
in rectangular sheets, iii and un- 
printed as aS Ae 


Synthetic resin, also casein, erinoid, and 
similar products made from milk, in 
bar or rod form ... 


Synthetic resins and gums, viz. :— 
Synthetic resin in rolls or rectangular 
sheets, pliable 


Electrical machinery, sigalibasin, “nit mat- 
erials, viz. :— 
Insulated wire, etc., and insulating 
materials, viz. :— 
Synthetic resin in sheets, hard (non- | 
pliable), rectangular, and in plain 
colours 
(Note :—This decision does not include 
laminated paper, cardboard, or wood 
impregnated with synthetic resin.) 
Machinery, etc., and appliances, viz. :— 
Agricultural, viz. :— 
Trocars, when imported in sets with 
canule, each set comprising one trocar, 
and at least one but not more than two 
canule 


448 Free 


449(2) 


449(2) Free 


449(2) Free 


338(7) 


333(2) 


Manufacturing, industrial, etc., viz. :— 
Concreting appliances, viz. :— 
Concrete finishing-machine ... } 
Concrete rodding-machine, portable | 


Hoists, viz. 
Tiering eucke, being electrically pro- 
pelled hoists designed to lift goods on 
elevating forks, transport them to any 
desired site, and stack them in tiers... 


Pipes, tubes and tubing, viz., N.E.1., viz.:— 
Tubing of synthetic resin or other 
plastic material, whether flexible or 
hard. (Revised decision.) 


Salts of the metallic elements, viz. :— 
Gold sodium thiosulphate 


352 Free 


352 Free 


362(3) Free 


124 Free 














Norr.—The current domestic value of union textiles for the 
purposes of Tariff item 187 is increased from 1s. 9d. to 2s. per yard, 
and the note to item 187 of the Customs Tariff of New Zealand is 
revised accordingly. 
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VICKERS 


Mr. A. A. Jamrgson, the chairman, presiding at the SrvENty- 

wytH ANNUAL GENERAL Mrertna of Vickers Limited, held on 
Yay 15 at Vickers House, Westminster, S.W., in the course of his 
speech said : 
In the immediate future it seems probable that so far as our 
ymament business is concerned emphasis will be jaid on design and 
development rather than production. Stockholders will wish to know 
yhat, in the short time at our disposal, has been done towards re- 
lacing with commercial work some of the armament work which 
ployed us so fully at the end of the war and for so many years 
iefore. As a general indication in a highly summarized form Vickers- 
Armstrongs up to March 31, 1946, have booked orders for merchant 
hips of an approximate value of £18,000,000, for aircraft of 
scommercial type £6,000,000, and for engineering products 
$5,500,000. In addition, a contract has been taken for A.I.R.O.H. 
prefabricated houses of the value of £20,000,000. 


VicKERS-ARMSTRONGS LIMITED. 


At the beginning of 1945 the engineering works and shipyards of 
our company were working under heavy war-time pressure and many 
hemes in dispersed or outlying works were also operating at full 
capacity. By the end of the year the conclusion of the war caused 
cessation of production in the majority of these expansion schemes. 
Owing to the reduction in production orders for armaments, we are 
undertaking a large volume of commercial work, and special plant 
and facilities are being installed to enable us to meet these commercial 
demands in the most efficient manner possible. I should like to 
nention a few of the more important of our commercial activities. 
Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering.—Our yards at Barrow and 
Walker-on-Tyne have been or are in the process of being equipped 
for the building of high-class passenger and cargo vessels by modern 
nethods, and with all the latest appliances to enable these ships to 
be built at competitive prices. 
ENGINEERING PRODUCTS. 


Our Barrow works have for many years been one of the principal 
producers in this country of cement plant, and they have on hand 
lunge orders for this class of equipment. We have also booked orders 
for general engineering products, such as soap-making machinery, 
condensers, and a large variety of other equipment. At Elswick 
and Scotswood we are undertaking the complete rebuilding and re- 
equipment of our important brass department, for the production 
of extruded and rolled non-ferrous material. We have recently come 
toa manufacturing arrangement with the Clearing Machine Corpora- 
tion of Chicego for the manufacture of presses to their design, and 
already very substantial orders have been booked. : 
In addition we have received substantial orders for Elswick and 
otswood for a large variety of commercial engineering products of 
types suitable for production in these works. We are also proposing 
to undertake on the North-East Coast the manufacture of watches, 
in collaboration with Messrs. Smiths and Messrs. Ingersolls. At our 
wuthern works we have received substantial orders for the lighter 
type of engineering products, in addition to steel furniture and office 
4uipment and allied products which have been produced at our 
Dartford works for many years. 

AIRORAFT SECTION. 
We are negotiating the purchase from the Government of the 
iieraft works and aerodrome at South Marston, near Swindon, 
thich we have been operating for the Government as a shadow works 
during the war. These works were built in 1941, are of modern con- 
traction and designed for the production of fighter aircraft. The 
wrodrome is a good one and the runways can be extended to a length 
equate to deal with really high-speed fighters, including jet-pro- 
yelled aircraft. 
The introduction of jet-propulsion has revolutionized the design 
if interceptor fighters, and the technical staff of these works is now 
wtively engaged on new desigus embodying these power units. 


SHapow Works. 


During the year 1945 production of aircraft at three of the four 
‘hadow works, viz.: Castle Bromwich, Chester, and Blackpool, has 
en brought to an end. Chester and Blackpool, as subsequently 


—, are being converted to the production of A.I.R.O.H. pre- 


bricated houses, and Castle Bromwich is in process of being 
tunded back to the Government. The responsibility for the layout 
ind erection of two of these works, and management of all three, 
imposed a heavy burden on our organization, but from the national 
wint of view it was worth while ; 11,988 Spitfires, 8,946 Wellingtons, 
and 569 Lancasters were produced from these works under our 
lanagement. 
EXPANSION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES. 

During the war production has been the vital consideration, but 
tow it is the policy of the company to develop its research facilities 
ust fully and so enable us to keep in the forefront of armament, 
‘mmercial and aircraft engineering. Our research facilities are 
ving expanded and further research personnel is being recruited. 
Anew research department at Elswick is approaching completion. 
4t Barrow a new research department is in the process of being 
‘uipped and os highly varied programme of important work is 

y under investigation. Research facilities are being installed 
tour other works, and we are firmly determined that the whole of 
“wt works shall be so equipped as to enable research work of all 
nitable types to be tackled scientifically and effectively. 

Aeronautical.—It is apparent that if this company is to retain its 
per and foremost place in the aircraft industry it is essential to 
Udertake a long-term programme of research. Accordingly, a 
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LIMITED. 


LARGE PEACE-TIME ORDERS IN HAND 


Mr. A. A. Jamieson on the outlook 


separate aeronautical research department of the aircraft section haa 
been formed. 


Enciiso STEEL Corporation LimIreEp. 


T feel sure that stockholders would not wish me to comment at this 
stage upon the decision which has recently been announced in 
Parliament regarding the setting up of a control board which will 
replace the Iron and Steel Control. This Board, amongst other 
duties, is to advise the responsible Minister on questions arising in the 
preparation of a scheme of nationalization, including the definition 
of the sections of the industry to be taken into public ownership. 


DEMAND FOR COMMERCIAL STEEL. 


The demand for commercial steels has not reached the level which 
may be regarded as normal, although there are now signs of a more 
active demand ; but until users such as the motor trade are able to 
change over more fully to their peace-time products, full production 
is not, and cannot be, expected. The steel melting plants have, 
however, been kept well occupied, and the plant at Taylor Bros., 
which manufactures wheels and axles for railway rolling stock, is 
working to capacity. In some branches, such as engineers’ tools and 
certain forgings and castings required for ship-building, shortage of 
labour has prevented the expansion necessary to meet the volume 
of orders which have been received both for home and export markets, 
but this state of affairs shows signs of improvement. 

This period of changeover which has been outlined above has given 
an opportunity to overtake to some extent the arrears of main- 
tenance which have accumulated during the years of war, and to 
make a start with modernizing the plant in line with the most up-to- 
date practice. In a works such as these, replacement and moderniza- 
tion is an expensive procedure, and the programme of expenditure 
for the corporation and its subsidiaries during the next five years 
is likely to exceed £4,000,000. Firth-Vickers Stainless Steels Limited, 
in which English Steel Corporation has a 50 per cent. interest, has had 
similar transitional difficulties, but these are being overcome, and 
the order book for commercial requirements of stainless and heat- 
resisting steels is now at a satisfactory level. 


OTHER SUBSIDIARIES. 


The Palmers Hebburn Company has made a very effective con- 
tribution to the war effort in connection with the repair, conversion, 
and refitting of warships and merchant vessels, and structural steel- 
work of all types. We have now embarked on a scheme costing 
nearly £500,000 for the modernization and improvement of the 
facilities in all departments of the works, with a view to bringing the 
whole establishment completely up to date. 

Cooke, Troughton and Simms, Limited.—The various expansion 
schemes which were undertaken during the war are gradually being 
closed down, and the work of this company is being concentrated in 
the new main works at York. They have substantial orders in hand 
for commercial instruments of all the various types produced. 

At the Metropolitan-Cammell Works all tank production ceased 
in the early autumn, and a considerable number of wagons were in 
production soon after. The company has a large order book for 
carriages and wagons, of which 60 per cent. is for export. 


Ioco AND Rospert Bosy 


Ioco Limited, which is normally engaged on rubber, plastics, and 
varnished products, mainly where textiles or papers are used as the 
foundation or reinforcement, has reverted almost wholly to com- 
mercial requirements, and additional plant has been installed in the 
laminated plastics and mechanical rubber departments to bring these 
up to date. The company now manufactures and supplies a wide ° 
range of products. Many of their technical products are used by 
mechanical engineers, shipbuilders, and sheet metal manufacturers, 
Preparations are being made for the revival of business in rubber 
flooring for buildings and ships, in anticipation of the time when 
rubber will again be allowed for this class of work. 

Robert Boby Limited, which was almost wholly engaged on war 
contracts, is rapidly readjusting itself as a purely commercial works, 
and is now almost entirely engaged on its normal products. 

During the year 1945 we bought a substantial interest in the capital 
of Powers Accounting Machines Limited, and I have reasonable 
grounds to anticipate that this investment will give us a fair return, 


DIvIDEND OUTLOOK 


I trust the impression which I have conveyed to the stockholders 
in my description of the present position of their company is that it is 
an active business, performing a useful function in many directions, 
and determined that its methods and equipment shall be efficient. 
The company is also well buttressed from the financial angle, and I 
see no reason why, as a result of hard work and effective direction, 
stockholders may not look forward to receiving a reasonable return on 
the capital which they have provided, as they are entitled to expect. 

I am sure thai none of the stockholders could expect that the year 
under review could have been an easy year for any of us. It has been 
a year when all of us have experienced great thankfulness, but there 
has also been some war weariness and unsettlement. If we take a 
broad view, I feel that it has also been a year of accomplishment, a 
year during which we have turned our minds and energies to the 
future, and have done all we can to put ourselves in a fit position to 
face that future with confident efficiency. If we have been able to 
do so with some success it is because of good team work, and I am 
sure you would wish your thanks to be conveyed to the employees. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 
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Forthcoming Exhibitions 


British Industries Fair, May 1947, 
at Olympia and Earl’s Court 


Organized by the Export Promotion Department, 
Board of Trade, 35 Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1; 


—~ £felephone : Victoria 9040. ~ 


Engineering and ; Hardware , Section, Castle ,_ Bromwich, 
Birmingham ~ «--- #6gg@te scsi Meer met com 
errr -- PE POI E Se IO LI TE aoe 
Organized by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce 
(under the auspices of the Export Promotion Department, 
Board of Trade), 95 New Street, Birmingham, 2. 
Forms of application for space and full details will be 
issued as soon as they are available. 


Other United Kingdom Fairs 


Welsh Industries Fair, Cardiff 

May 27-June 1, 1946. Apply to The Secretary, The 
National Industrial Development Council of Wales and 
Monmouthshire, 17 Windsor Place, Cardiff. 


Medical Exhibition, Glasgow 

St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, June 10-14, 1946. Apply to 
The British and Colonial Druggist Ltd., 194-200 Bishops- 
gate, London, E.C.3. (Tel: Bishopsgate 2148). 


Exhibition of British Chemical Research 

Empire Tea Bureau, 22 Regent Street, London, June 5- 
28, 1946. Apply to Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd., 
2 Buckingham Gate, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Victoria 4444). 


Corsetry, Underwear, etc., Exhibition 

Porchester Hall, London, July 23-25. Apply to 
**Corsetry and Underwear Journal,” 11d Regent Street, 
London. (Tel.: Abbey 6853). 


* Britain Can Make It” Exhibition 

Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington. The 
Exhibition will open on September 24, 1946. Apply to the 
Council of Industrial Design, Tilbury House, Petty France, 
London, 8.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 6322). 


Medical Exhibition, London 

New Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, November 
18-22, 1946. Apply to British and Colonial Druggist, Ltd., 
194-200 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.3. (‘Tel.: Bishopsgate 
2148). 


Shipbuliding, Marine Engineering and Associated Industries 
Exhibition 
January 28-February 8, 1947, at The Royal Horticultural 
Hall, Westminster, 8.W.1. Apply to the Chairman, 
Exhibition Committee, The Worshipful Company of Ship- 
wrights, 3 Lloyds Avenue, London, E.C.3. (Tel.: Royal 
4226). 


Oversea 


Rebuilding Exhibition, Tournal, Belgium 

May 11-June 11, 1946. Apply to the Organising Com- 
mittee, Chambre de Commerce et d’Industrie, Section des 
Comersants, Tournai, Belgium. 


Geneva Fair, Geneva 
June 1-16, 1946. Apply to the Secretary, Foire de 
Genéve, 11 Rue de l’Hotel de Ville, Geneva, Switzerland. 


Fourteenth Barcelona International Samples Fair, Barcelona 

June 10-25, 1946. Apply to Commercial Attache, 
Spanish Embassy, 12 Cadogan Place, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel.: Sloane 6626.) 


Exhibition of U.K. Scientific Instruments, Stockholm 

May 24-June 4, 1946. Apply to the Scientific Instrument 
Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain Ltd., 12 and 13 
South Place, London, E.C.2 (Tel.: Monarch 1493), or to 
the British Council, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1. (Tel. : 
Mayfair 8484). 
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Paris International Trade Fair 

Porte de Versailles, Paris, May 25-June 10. Apply to 
Miss E. Lambert, 11/13 Rugby Chambers, Rugby Street, 
London, W.C.1. (Tei.: Chancery 6794). 


Bordeaux Trade Fair 


June 23-July 8. Apply to Mr. Charles Cowie, 5 Hilloregt 
Gardens, Hinchley Wood, Esher, Surrey. 


Scandinavian Dental Congress and Exhibition, Copenhagen 


July 3-6. Apply to the Exhibition Section, Scandinavian 
Dental Congress, 1946, Tandlege Otto Magnussen, Ostep 
grade 4, Kobenhavn, Denmark. 


Twelfth International Building Exhibition, Brussels 


August 3-18, 1946. Apply to the Organizer, Mon. Delcour, 
302 rue Royale, Brussels, Belgium. 


Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association 
Exhibition, Brisbane, Australia 


August 10-17, 1946. Apply to the above-named Associa- 
tion. 


International Samples Fair, Milan 


September 12-27, 1946. Apply to the Secretary General, 
Milan Fair via Domodossola, Milan, Italy. 


Prague International Fair 


September 15-22, 1946. Apply to the Secretary, The 
Czechoslovak Economic Association, 64 Great Cumberland 
Place, London. W.1. (Tel.: Ambassador 1801). 


International Rebuilding Exhibition, Italy 


May 30-October 27, 1946. To be held in the following 
cities :—Milan, Turin, Genoa, Florence, Rome, Naples and 
Venice. Apply to General Management, International 
Rebuilding Exhibition, 10 Corso Roma, Milan. 


NotE.— No responsibility is accepted with regard to the 
standing of any firms, companies or individuals mentioned. 

While the utmost care has been taken in the compilation 
of this list, it will be understood that the dates given an 
those decided upon by the organisere concerned and may 
be subject to alteration. 


The list is not intended to include all forthcoming 
Exhibitions and Fairs throughout the world, but only t 
cover some of the more important ones and those likely to 
be of interest to British manufacturers. Information re 
garding Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned 
above may be obtained on application to the Export 
Promotion Department ( Exhibitions and Fairs Branch). 
35 Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Victoria 
9040). 








The Board of T'rade Journal is published by His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office and is obtainable directly 
from them at the following addresses: York House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 134, Castle Street, 
Edinburgh, 2; 39-41 King Street, Manchester, 2; 
1 St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff; 80 Chichester 
Street, Belfast; or through any booksellers. 


Crown copyright reserved. Extracts may be 
published if the source is duly acknowledged. 

EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed 
to The Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, 
London, S.W.1 (Telephone: Whitehall 65140, 
extension 306). 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be 
addressed to the publishers at any of the above 
addresses. ° 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the 
insertion of advertisements in the Board of Trade 
Journal should be addressed to the Director of 
Publications, H.M. Stationery Office, 421-9 Oxford 
Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for amy of 
the statements in the advertisements and the inclusion 
of any particular advertisement is no guarantee that 
the goods or services advertised herein have received 
official approval. 
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COMPANY MEETING 


Imperial Chemical Industries Limited 
Lord McGowan’s Address. 


The NINETEENTH ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of Imperial 
(hemical Industries, Ltd., was held on May 23, at the Wigmore Hall, 
Wigmore Street, London, W., the Rt. Hon. Lord McGoway, K.B.E., 
D.C.L., LL.D., the Chairman presiding. 

The following is an extract from the Chairman’s Statement 
drculated with the report and accounts. 

The country now faces grave economic problems, and the Company 
will give its full energies to assist in their solution. 

The end of the war and the subsequent cancellation of Government 
entracts brought an inevitable drop in the volume of sales, but 
dready by the end of the year considerable progress had been made 
in turning over to production of peace-time needs. ‘The problem of 
conversion is fortunately less acute for the Company than for some 
other industries, since the majority of the Company’s products 
are the raw materials of other industries, and so vary less from 
peace to war. 

In some cases already it has been difficult to meet orders, and there 
isno doubt that the demand for the whole range of the Company’s 
products will be heavy and sustained, provided that no major set- 
backs outisde the Company’s control are encountered. The problem 
is to achieve an expansion of production adequate to meet expected 
requirements. 

The successful conduct of the chemical industry, which not only 
manufactures a large volume of intermediate products essential to 
other industries but also exports a large and growing proportion of 
its total production, depends entirely upon the satisfactory solution 
of the coal problem ; and emphasis cannot be laid too strongly on 
the urgency of this problem and the need to reverse the present 
trend of decline in the output and quality of coal and of increase in 
it price. 

reed the last three years much time and thought have been 
devoted to examining the ways in which the Company can best 
assist the country’s efforts to re-establish and expand its productive 
capacity. A provisional long-term programme of capital expenditure 
covering the next eight years has been prepared, amounting in all 
to over £40,000,000. Each proposal is being examined separately, 
and we have allotted priorities so that the products most urgently 
required may become available as quickly as circumstances permit. 
The actual rate of progress on this work must depend on the degree 
to which materials, labour and scientific staffs become available. 

The programme makes provision for improvements and extensions 
of our existing manufacturing plants and services, for construction 
of entirely new plants, for extensions to research laboratories, 
and for welfare amenities. 

The first instalment of the programme will include important 
extensions of the alkali plants directed towards both home and 
export trade in these products, modernization of power plants, 
particularly in the Mersey-side area, and extensive construction of 
additional dyestuffs plants to provide the necessary post-war produc- 
tion capacity. 

As already announced in the Press, the Company has an extensive 
plan for industrial expansion in the development area near to 
Middlesbrough, where the Wilton estate has been acquired. It is 
our intention to use this site as the location of future large-scale 
chemical operations for which centres now established are neither 
convenient nor economic. Its major development will necessarily 
take place over a long period of years. As at present envisaged, the 
initial developments will mainly be in connection with the heavy 
organic chemical industry ; the year 1946 will bel argely occupied in 
planning and site development work. 

Negotiations are proceeding with the Government with a view 
to taking over certain of the Agency factories built and operated 
by the Company for the Government during the war, which can be 
adapted for peace-time production. In pursuance of this policy 
the Gowerton factory at Waunarllwydd, near Swansea, has been 
purchased outright for the manufacture of light alloys, the production 
of which has been transferred from Birmingham to the development 
area in South Wales; this factory is finding regular employment for 
1,200 persons, of whom about 800 are men. Individual plants in 
other factories have been leased for limited periods. 

In framing our plans for extension, both on the Wilton Estate in 
North-East Yorkshire and at the Gowerton Factory in South 
Wales, we have been influenced by the need for promoting the wider 
spread of employment. 

Other immediate capital projects relate to nylon polymer for 
conversion into yarn for hosiery and general textiles, to insecticides 
and pesticides, and to refrigerants. 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

During the first half of the year research and development activities 
continued to be directed almost exclusively to the prosecution of the 
war, but with victory in Europe, and later in the Far East, it became 
possible to devote increasing attention to applying to peace-time 
purposes materials invented immediately prior to or during the war. 
These are being rapidly adapted to relieve shortages of materials 
more usually employed in constructional and other industries, but 
they are recommended only for use where their qualities are appro- 
piately employed and not as mere substitutes. 

Scientific study has shown that “ Perspex,” used so extensively 
# an aircraft glazing material, can be produced in a variety of forms 
for application over a wide field of industry, ranging from corrugated 
theet for roof-glazing and coloured and opal forms for panelling to 
high-grade optical components. ; ; 

Some of our new products are worthy of special mention. In the 
field of medicine, the new anti-malarial drug “ Paludrine” is more 
eflective and less toxic than either mepacrine or quinine and remark- 
thle in its protective action against infection. ‘‘ Gammexane,” 
vhich is used in the formulation of insecticide compounds, such as 


“ Agrocide,” has proved its merit in the destruction of many pests 
which restrict the world’s food supply and cause the spread of 
disease. In agriculture, ‘ Methoxone,” which is the active ingredient 
in the selective weed-killer “‘ Agroxone,” increases grain yields by 
eliminating the more harmful weeds. “‘ Agroxone”’ is being widely 
used on cornland this spring. 

Our budget of expenditure on research and development con- 
tinues to be heavy for we plan to spend this year some £3,350,000. 


OVERSEAS 

The expansion of exports is well in the forefront of the Board’s 
attention. 

During the latter half of 1945, in spite of the shortage of shipping 
and the continuation of export controls, the Company’s exports 
exceeded in volume those in the comparable period of 1938. Overseas 
sales are now being made as fast as production by both the home and 
the overseas manufacturing companies will allow. The virtual 
elimination, at any rate for the present, of German and Japanese 
chemical and non-ferrous metal products has caused many former 
customers of those countries to look to the Company for supplies. 
The return to more normal conditions will, however, bring increased 
competition from America and the rehabilitated European countries, 
and to a lesser extent from the development of local industries in 
former consuming areas. The overseas selling organization is being 
strengthened by the expansion and re-stafling of I.C.I. sales companies 
and the appointment of efficient agents. ‘The Company will thus 
be equipped commercially and technically to handle the much 
increased range and volume of products it has to offer. 

During the war Imperial Chemical Industries of Australia and 
New Zealand Ltd. has added more products to its range of manu- 
factures, and the development of the new factory near Sydney has 
increased its capacity. 

I have just returned from an extended tour of the Union of South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

African Explosives & Chemical Industries Ltd., operates three 
large factories. 

The prospects are excellent. 

Canadian Industries Ltd., is well placed to further Canadian in- 
dustrial development. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY 

The subject of international commercial] relations is one of great 
importance to the Company, in view of its widespread interests 
throughout the world. The U.S.A. Government has made proposals 
for an International Trade Organization which are to be considered 
at a conference to be held during the summer of this year. These 
proposals express the American view, and call for the elimination 
of tariff preference, and the curbing of certain business practices. 
On the other hand, they require only the scaling-down of tariffs, 
and would leave each Government considerable freedom to subsidize 
exports. Opinion outside America does not necessarily agree that 
preferences and industrial agreements are more restrictive and less 
desirable than tariffs and export subsidies, The British Government 
has lent its support to the main points of the American proposals, 
but we in Great Britain cannot agree that the surest route to the 
ideal of a steadily expanding world trade is by way of a somewhat 
arbitrary condemnation of practices which Great Britain and other 
countries have found useful, whilst American methods go unchallen- 
zed. 
: The consolidated income for the year has risen from £7,223, 271 to 
£7,692,729, an increase of £469,458, after providing £3,314,133 for 
obsolescence and depreciation, which includes the year’s provision 
of £2,500,000 for the Central Obsolescence and Depreciation Reserve. 
The increase in income is entirely due to a larger amount brought to 
credit from past over-provisions for taxation as shown in the Con-” 
solidated Income Statement. 


LEGISLATION ON TAXATION 

Profitable enterprise springs from risk-taking, which in turn is 
founded upon an appropriate reward as an incentive. We warmly 
welcome the repeal of the Excess Profits Tax from 3lst December, 
1946, as a definite contribution to the national economy. The 
Chancellor has, moreover, I am glad to see, made it clear that 
appropriate provisions will be enacted to deal with terminal losses, 
no matter when they emerge. 

The National Defence Contribution, or Profits Tax, which remains 
in existence, is equally wrong in principle. Such a tax also dis- 
criminates against the profits of the risk-taker. Even at its present 
low rate it is a check on initiative and that expansionist course to 
which private enterprise is exhorted. Any increased rate would 
make matters worse. 

I should like, however, to congratulate the Chancellor and his 
predecessor on the progress that is being made in the elimination 
of double taxation. With our world-wide trading activities, action 
in this field is particularly gratifying to us as it should lead to some 
substantial relief from our present heavy burden of overseas taxation. 

The Board recognize the urgent national need for increased exports, 
in order to pay for the imports necessary to maintain our standard 
of living. This calls for a greater volume of production through 
enhanced efficiency in the use of manpower and the utmost use of 
plant and machinery. This problem will not only test those respon- 
sible at all levels for management but will also require the states- 
manship and understanding of the leaders of our great Trades 
Unions, through their influence on the outlook and work of their 
members, 

The Report and Accounts were adopted. 





This report is published as an advertisement 
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Commercial Diplomatic Officers 


Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets 


Members of United Kingdom firms are urged to call upon the Export Promotion Department’s representatives abroad when 
they visit an overseas country. Their own representatives abroad should also keep in close touch with the Department’, 


officers. 


EUROPE 


Belgium.—Mr. E. J. Joint, O.B.E., Counsellor (Commercial), 
British Embassy. Brussels. 

Czecho-Slovakia.—Mr. J. W. Taylor, M.B.E., Counsellor 
(Commercial), Mr. A. G. Spinks, Second Secretary 
(Commercial), British Embassy, Prague. 


Denmark.—Mr. C. H. A. Marriott, Counsellor (Commercial), 
British Legation, Copenhagen. 

Finland.—Mr. H. A. N. Bluett, O.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial), Office of the British Political Representative, 
Helsinki. 

France.—Mr. A. R. Fraser, 
(Commercial); Mr. W. Godfrey, 
(Commercial), British Embassy, Paris. 
Paris.’’) 

Greece.—Mr. A. N. Cumberbatch, C.B.E., First Secretary 
(Commercial), Mr. J. O. McCormick, Second Secretary 
(Commercial), British Embassy (Commercial Secre- 
tariat), 10, Rue Loukianou, Athens. 

Italy.— Mr. S. Simmonds, O.B.E., Counsellor (Commercial); 
Mr. J. O. May, First Secretary (Commercial), British 
High Commission, Rome. (‘‘ Commintell, Rome.’’) 

Netherlands.—Mr. R. V. Laming, C.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial); Mr. C. E. Emerson, Second Secretary 
(Commercial), British Embassy, the Hague. 

Norway.—Mr. L. C. 8. Barber, M.B.E., First Secretary 
(Commercial), British Embassy (Commercial Secre- 





C.M.G., M.B.E., Minister 
First Secretary 
(“‘ Britcial, 


tariat), Stortingsgaten 28/III, Oslo. (‘‘ Commintell, 
Oslo.’’) 
Poland.—Mr. L. G. Holliday, First Secretary (Commercial), 





British Embassy, Warsaw. 

Portugal.—Mr. T. G. A. Muntz, First Secretary (Commercial) 
British Embassy, Lisbon. 

Soviet Union.—Mr. R. Ross, O.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial), British Embassy, Moscow. 


Spain.—Mr. J. Walker, M.B.E., First Secretary (Commer- 
cial); Mr. A. R. Bruce, Second Secretary (Commercial), 
British Embassy, Madrid, 4. (‘*‘ Commintell, Madrid.’’) 


Sweden.—Mr. H. L. Setchell, O.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 


mercial); British Legation (Commercial Secretariat), 
Strandvagen 82, Stockholm. (‘‘ Commintell, Stock- 
holm.’’) 


Switzerland.—Mr. G. H. Selous, C.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial); Mr. Jackson Smith, M.B.E., Second Secretary 
(Commercial), British Legation, Berne. (‘‘ Commin- 
tell, Berne.’’) 

Turkey.—Mr. E. R. Lingeman, Counsellor (Commercial); 
Mr. J. Currie, First Secretary (Commercial), British 
Embassy, Ankara. (‘‘ Commintell, Ankara.’’) 

Yugoslavia.—First Secretary (Commercial), British Em- 
bassy, Belgrade. 


AFRICA 


Egypt.—Mr. R. Reid-Adam, First Secretary (Commercial); 
Mr. W. S. Laver, First Secretary (Commercial); 
Mr. W. A. T. Sowden, Second Secretary (Commercial), 
British Embassy, Cairo. (‘‘ Commintell, Cairo.’’) 


ASIA 

China.—Chungking: Mr. J. C. Hutchison, O.B.E., Coun. 
sellor (Commercial), British Embassy, Chungking. 
Shanghai: Office of the Counsellor (Commercial), 
27 The Bund, Shanghai. (‘‘ Commintell, Shanghai.” 

Iraq.—Mr. G. C. Pelham, Counsellor (Commercial); Mr, A, 
Halsey, Second Secretary (Commercial), British Em. 
bassy Bagdad. (‘‘ Commintell, Bagdad.’’) 

Palestine.—Mr. E. Murray Harvey, O.B.E., M.C., British 
Commercial Agent, 11, Princess Mary Avenue, Jem. 





salem. (‘‘ Commintell, Jerusalem.’’) 
Persia.—Mr. N. S. Roberts, M.B.E., First Secretary 
(Commercial), British Embassy, Tehran. (‘' Com- 


mintell, Tehran.’’) 

Saudi Arabia.—Mr. John T. Davis, (Commercial Secretary), 
British Legation, Jedda. 

Syria.—Mr. W. Harpham, First Secretary (Commercial), 
British Legation, Beirut. 


NORTH AMERICA 

Mexico.—Mr. K. Unwin, O.B.E., First Secretary (Com: 
mercial), British Embassy (Commercial Secretariat), 
San Juan de Letran, 21, 711 (Apartado No. 96 Bis), 
Mexico City, D.F. (‘‘ Commintell, Mexico City.”) 

United States of America.—Sir J. H. Magowan, K.B.B,, 
C.M.G., Minister (Commercial); Mr. J. B. Greaves. 
O.B.E., Counsellor (Commercial); Mr. J. P. Summer, 
scale, Counsellor (Commercial); Mr. J. E. Chadwick, 
First Secretary (Commercial); Mr. R. Milburn, Second 
Secretary (Commercial), British Embassy, Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, Washington, D.C. (‘‘ Commintell, 
Washington.’’) 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Guatemala, Nicaragua, Salvador and Honduras.—Mr. L, 
Barnett, First Secretary (Commercial), British Lega- 
tion, Guatemala City. 


SOUTH AMERICA 








Argentina.— Minister (Com- 
mercial); Mr. W. N. Storey, First Secretary (Com- 
mercial); Mr. W. J. S. Laing, Second Secretary 


(Commercial), British Embassy, Edificio Britanico, 
Calle Reconquista 314, Buenos Aires. (‘‘ Commintell, 
Buenos Aires.’’) 

Bolivia.— 

British Legation, La Paz. 

Brazil.—Mr. A. H. W. King, C.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial); Mr. R. S. Isaacson, First Secretary (Com- 
mercial); Mr. A. C. Duncan, First Secretary (Commer- 
cial). Mr. G. M. Chivers, Second Secretary (Commer- 
ciaJ). Edificio Tucuman, Praia do Flamengo 284 (Caixs 
Postal 669), Rio de Janeiro. (‘‘ Commintell, Rio de 
Janeiro.’’) 

Chile.—Mr. L. B. S. Larkins, O.B.E., Counsellor (Com- 
mercial); British Embassy, Avenida Vicuna Mackenna 
152, Casilla No. 3907, Santiago. (‘‘ Commintell, 
Santiago, Chile.’’) 

Colombia.—Mr. F. Butler, First Secretary (Commercial), 
British Embassy, Bogota. (‘‘ Commintell, Bogota.”) 

Peru.—Mr. W. G. Bruzaud, First Secretary (Commercial), 
British Embassy, Lima. (‘‘ Commintell, Lima.’’) 

Uruguay.—Mr. R. N. Tilley, Commercial Secretary, British 
Embassy, Montevideo. 

Venezuela.—Mr. T. J. Anderson, Counsellor (Commercial), 
British Embassy, Caracas. 


Commercial Secretary, 














Publications Received 


Building and Civil Engineering Registration (P.1.40)- 
Issued by the Ministry of Works, A.S.63, Lambeth Bridge 
House, London, 8.E.1. 


The Ambassador (incorporating ** International 
Textiles’’), No. 4, 1946. Published monthly by I.T. 
Publications Limited, 167 Strand, London, W.C.2. 


(Yearly subscription, £1 5s. Od., or $6 post free, only 
available to firms overseas. ) 


Fortnightly Review of Business and Economic Conditions 
in South and Central America, Portugal, etc. Vol. IT., 


No. 251, May 11, 1946. Published by the Bank of Londot 
and South America Ltd., 6, 7 and 8, Tokenhouse Yard, 
London, E.C.2. . 
Caterers’ Association Bulletin, No. 331, May 13, 1946. 
Monthly Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
the Argentine Republic. Vol. XXVI., No. 6, March 1, 1946. 
Statistical Bulletin of the International Sugar Council. 


Statistical Handbook of Southern Rhodesia, 1945. Pub- 
lished by the Department of Statistics, Salisbury. 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York: Statement of 


Condition. March 31, 1946. 
The Post Office Went to War, by Ian Hay. Published by 
H.M. Stationery Office, London, W.C.2. Price 1s. 3d. net. 
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SAMUEL JONES CO LTD 


lb-17 NEW BRIDGE STREET. E.C4 
PHONE: CENTRA: 6500 
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PRESSINGS in all METALS 











THE BEATRICE ENGINEERING WORKS LTD. 


47 PARK ST., BRISTOL 1. TELEPHONE 20922 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
INDIAN MARKET by 





AGENCIES REQUIRED for 


well-known Distributors (established 1858). D. S. 


BADWAL & CO. LTD., 28 Deansgate, Manchester. 





AGENCIES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL MARKETS by R. V 
SPENCER & Co., 8, ST. MARY-AT-HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 
We offer our services as sole exporters or agents to Manufacturers 


wishing to develop their export trade. 





“*Photo-Union photographs are going all over the world 
in the interests of British Trade. They are a clear and 
lucid method of showing your overseas customer your 
range of products. Ask for a Photo-Union representative 
to call and tell you about the photographic services we 
are offering. Phone or write Photo-Union Ltd., Studio 
House, 12, Soho Square, London, W.1. Gerrard 7185-7 "’. 





Knitting Pins (Both Plastic and Steel). Also Crochet 


Hooks (Plastic, Steel and Aluminium) Rug-making 
Tools. Shoe Lifts. Women’s Thimbles. Knitting 
Outfits. Prompt Delivery. Payment desired in London. 


W. L. Jager, 362, City Road, London, E.C.1. Terminus 


1469. 





JOHN YUILLE (Metal Wools) LTD., 
Scottish Industrial Estate, 
GLASGOW, S.W.2. 


Telephone :—Halfway 1644. 


Offer ‘Hillington’’ Electrical Convector & Tubular 
Heaters for home and export. 





SPAIN PORTUGAL 
General Exporters and Importers invite enquiries from 
anyone interested in trade with the above countries. 
Representative leaving at beginning of May. Write Box 
No. 76, Board of Trade Journal, 429 Oxford Street, 
London, W.1. 





INCREASE YOUR EXPORT TO 
(India, Persia, and Middle East) 


by offering goods to 
NATIONAL SYNDICATE, 
57 St. Paul’s Church Yard, E.C. 
Telephone : City 3564. 
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The trade journal with an exclusive circulation 


Importers, 


among Manufacturers, Wholesalers, 
Agents. 


Exporters, Factors and Manufacturers’ 
Published monthly by the 
LUDGATE PRESS LTD. 
146, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 


Tel: CENtral 5766-7-8. 
SUBSCRIPTION 10/- PER ANNUM 








Domestic Hollow-ware, 
Hardware and Small Tools 


Advertisers are open to accept a limited number of 
orders for the following goods for export. Payment 
desired in London :— 
Stewpans, Saucepans, Frying Pans (not enamelled). 
Graters, Colanders, Strainers, Pastry Cutters, 
Toasting Forks, Sink Tidies, Bathroom Fittings, 
Towel Rails, Tumbler Holders, Toothbrush 
Holders, Mirrors, Glass Shelves and Brackets. 
Small Tools—Screwdrivers, Auger Bits, Gimlets, 
Axes, Cistern Pulls, etc. Plastic—Anti-Splash 
Nozzles, Egg Cups, Table Mats, Curved Ladies’ 
Side Combs. 


Apply in first instance 
Box No. 60, B.0.T., 429 Oxford Street, London, W.1 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS 


These announcements are restricted to firms and companies on the lists of Contractors to 


H.M. Government Departments. 





PUMPS 


for all purposes 
Hand & Power, 
for all liquids— 
thick or thin. 


Best advice freely given 
JOBSON & BECKWITH, LTD. 
62, Southwark Bridge Road, London, S.E.1 


FRANK HORSELL 
& Co., Ltd. 


33 VICTORIA ROAD 
LEEDS, 8 


Printing Inks, Colours and 
Varnishes, Roller Skins, 
Lithographic Plates, «tc. 


D. HARPER 


& CO., LTD. 


Diaries, 
Blotters, 
Calendars 

and Leather 


Goods 
especially for 
advertising 


258/262 HOLLOWAY ROAD, N.7 





LATHE 
BRUSHES 


SPECIALIST MAKERS ARE 


Kingswood Manufacturing 
Co, Ltd. 


11/14 Fenners Building, 
THE WYND . LETCHWORTH 


‘Airborne’ 


LUXURIOUS COMFORT 


UPHOLSTERY 


with the added advantages 


of 
UNIT CONSTRUCTION 
and 
ALL METAL FRAME 
World Patents Pending 
AIRBORNE UPHOLSTERY, 
LEA BRIDGE INDUSTRIES LTD. 
“Priory Works,” Arterial Road, 


Southend-on-Sea. 








HENRY MARRIOTT 
& CO. LTD. 
MANCHESTER 


Manufacturers of Cotton and 
Rayon Linings; all standard 
Linings for Service uniforms 
and utility clothing in stock. 





EWART CHAINBELT 
co., LTD. 


DERBY, ENGLAND 
Driving and Conveyor Chains of the 
best quality; made of Ley’s Celebrated 

Black Heart malleable Iron 


Also complete Conveyors and 
Elevators. 


RED BRIDGE 
BOOK CLOTH CO., LTD. 


_ Specialities _ 
BOOK CLOTHS 
TRACING CLOTHS 


_ MILLS _ 
AINSWORTH 
BOLTON 
LONDON 
71 LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS 
W.C.2 








Embodiment of 


POWER 
EFFICIENCY 


OLIVER 


THE UPKEEP COST OF OLIVER TYPE- 
WRITERS HAS BEEN PROVED LESS 
THAN ANY OTHER 


Manufactured by 
OLIVER TYPEWRITER MANFG. Co. Ltd. 
CROYDON 





G. H. ALEXANDER 
(MACHINERY) LTD. 


ESTABLISHED 1896 


MACHINERY AND SMALL. TOOLS 

OF EVERY TYPE AND DESCRIPTION 

Gauges, Testing Instruments, Cut off 

Machines, Tool Room Machines, Con- 

tour Sawing and Filling Machines, 

Precision Measuring Tools, and Kenna- 
metal Tools 


T.A. “Viking, Birmingham.” 
T.N. Acton Cross 3264, 5 (lines) 


82 to 84 Coleshill St., Birmingham, 4 





A. B. BROTHERTON 
& CO. LTD. 


(ARNOLD B. BROTHERTON) 


KHAKI—-WHITE and BLUE 
DRILLS DENIMS—OVERALL 
CLOTHS—TWILLS ADMIRALTY 
REPPS—ITALIANS—DUSTERS, Ete. 


Government, Railways, Publie 
Authorities, etc. 


40 Dickinson St., Manchester 


MILNERS 


SAFE COMPANY LTD. 





ROLLING SHUTTERS - SHELVING - ETC 
STEEL OFFICE FILING CABINETS - DESKS 
CUPBOARDS - LOCKERS - CHAIRS - ETC. 





PUBLISHED By His Masesty’s Svationzry Orrice, Lonpon. 


(Registered as a newspaper) 


Printep By Merrrrr & HatcuEr Lrp., Lonpon, 8.E.10 


§.0. Copg No. 72-2581 











